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Another buyer for Ely Community Center

ELY – A proposal by a 
Korean-influenced organi-
zation to purchase the Ely 
Community Center is raising 
questions as the city council 
weighs a purchase offer from 
the group. Meanwhile, Angela 
Campbell, a candidate for 
city council, has put forward 
her own purchase offer in an 

effort to head off the Korean 
group, known as the K America 
Foundation.

The Ely Planning and 
Zoning Commission held a 
public hearing last week before 
voting to recommend a change 
in the zoning to “residential 

transition,” as requested by the 
foundation. The commission 
has no other involvement with 
the sale of the building, which is 
up to the city council to approve.

According to Campbell, 

Local resident presents new offer to buy landmark
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

The Ely Community Center has been for sale since 
the public library vacated the historic building several 
years ago. Timberjay file photo

See...ELY pg. 10

TOWER- With site prep and foun-
dation work already underway, city offi-
cials here held a groundbreaking of sorts 
for the new city-owned manufacturing 
facility being built in Tower’s Industrial 
Park. Officials from the IRRRB, the 

owners of Lamppa Manufacturing, 
which will be the facility’s first tenant, 
as well as local residents all gathered at 
the Tower Civic Center on Tuesday to 
mark the occasion.

“These projects take a lot of 
hours and effort,” Tower’s Acting 

Growing for the future
Lamppa Manufacturing building could be ready by winter
by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor

REGIONAL— The tightening 
labor market and recent declines in 
unemployment on the Iron Range have 
been heralded as signs that the region’s 
economy is finally hit the good times 
again. 

Since President Trump’s imposi-
tion of tariffs on steel and aluminum in 
March, the administration has touted 
a steel industry that is experiencing a 
new boom, and that’s brought a per-
ception that the steel sector is growing, 
including in northeastern Minnesota. 
Recent news reports from the region 
have bolstered that perception, sug-
gesting that a sudden boom in mining 
is behind the decline in unemployment 
on the Iron Range. 

There is little doubt that unem-
ployment is down on the Range, with 
joblessness currently around 4 percent, 
much better than the 7.8 percent rate a 
year and a half ago. But has growth in 
the mining sector really accounted for 
the improvement in the employment 
situation? State data suggest otherwise, 
and federal unemployment numbers 
may well offer a misleading picture of 
the employment situation in St. Louis 
County. 

Economic 
boom or 
workforce 
woes?

See...TOWER pg. 9           

A recent groundbreaking
ceremony for the new Lamppa 
Manufacturing facility included, 
from left, Daryl, Garrett and Taimi 
Lamppa; Kevin Fitton, acting 
mayor of Tower; Steve Petersen 
Sr., TEDA president; and Matt 
Sjoberg, of IRRRB. 
photo by J. Summit

R E G I O N A L —
With the prospect that the 
Depar tmen t  o f  Na tu ra l 
Resources could grant provi-
sional approval of a permit-to-
mine for the proposed PolyMet 

copper-nickel mine near Babbitt 
and Hoyt Lakes later this fall, 
many residents of those commu-
nities are anticipating potential 
new employment opportunities. 

Yet a number of challenges 
and potential pitfalls for the 
project remain, and serve as a 
reminder that large-scale devel-

opment, like mining, is often a 
hit or miss proposition and that 
timelines can frequently extend 
for years, or even decades.

It’s been nearly two and a half 
years since the DNR approved 
the final Environmental Impact 
Statement on the project and 
hopes were high back then that 

the project would soon be up 
and running. The DNR issued a 
draft permit-to-mine in January 
of this year, but the agency 
remains uncertain about its 
timeline for approval of a final 
permit. Meanwhile, a number 
of significant roadblocks and 
hurdles remain in the path of the 

project. Here are just some of the 
major issues yet to be addressed:

Requests for 
further review

Even as the DNR works 

PolyMet still facing hurdles to proposed mine
by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor
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 ELY-  Sod House Theater will 
present a new, bluegrass-infused 
adaptation of “An Enemy of the 
People,” in Ely this weekend. The 
production will play at Semer’s 
Park pavilion on Saturday, Aug. 
25 at 7 p.m. and on Sunday, Aug. 
26 at 2 p.m. A show is also set for 
Thursday, Aug. 23 at Virginia’s 
Natural Harvest Co-op, beginning at 
7 p.m. Tickets are available at www.
sodhousetheater.org.

The Sod House production of 
“An Enemy of the People” will 
feature performers known for their 
comedic work on the stages of the 
Guthrie, Jungle Theater, and Ten 
Thousand Things Theater. The 
cast includes Joy Dolo, Darcey 
Engen, Ashley Hanson, Brian 
Laidlaw, Luverne Seifert, JoeNathan 
Thomas, Suzanne Warmanen and 
more. Tickets for “An Enemy of 
the People” are $15 for adults; $10 
for children, students and seniors. 
Tickets are available at www.sod-
housetheater.org. For show infor-
mation, call 612-414-2032.

Known for their fantastically 
fun productions, Sod House Theater 
will join forces with local talent and 
audiences to celebrate summer and 
community through the experience 
of live, site-specific theater.

This classic play, “An Enemy of 
the People” written by Henrik Ibsen, 
adapted by Darcey Engen, Luverne 
Seifert, Brian Laidlaw, and Ashley 
Hanson examines how a commu-
nity responds when a local doctor 
threatens to expose that the water 
it relies upon for tourism is being 

poisoned. The play questions how 
far a community will go to protect 
their town’s secret in order to avoid 
financial ruin. “We’ve chosen com-
munities to perform with that have 
recently experienced water pollution 
issues, and whose lakes and rivers are 
a major contributor to their tourism 
economy,” said Luverne Seifert, 
co-artistic director of Sod House 
Theater.

After each performance, water 
experts from local organizations will 
facilitate conversations centered on 
local water issues in hopes that the 
play and community dialogue will 
inspire water conservation.

This year marks the eighth 
season for Sod House Theater.  “We 
have experienced great success trav-
eling throughout rural Minnesota to 
join communities in the creation of 
high caliber theater, summer fun, 
and inspired civic engagement,” says 

Darcey Engen, co-artistic director of 
Sod House Theater.

Sod House Theater is a 
Minneapolis-based theater group 
that tours professional productions 
to greater Minnesota communities.  
Founded in 2011 by co-artistic 
directors Darcey Engen and Luverne 
Seifert, Sod House has presented 
several reimagined classics including 
“The Cherry Orchard,” “The Visit,” 
“Peer Gynt,” “Urinetown,” and the 
original “Hoopla Train with Yard 
Master Yip and his Polkastra.” 

This activity is made possible 
in part by a grant provided by the 
Minnesota State Arts Board through 
the appropriation by the Minnesota 
Legislature from the state’s arts and 
cultural heritage fund with money 
from the vote of the people of 
Minnesota on Nov. 4, 2008.
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ELY

EMBARRASS- The 
3rd Annual Ride, Raffle, 
and Roll ALS Motorcycle 
Ride raised $140,000 for the 
ALS Association as part of 

the Blackwoods Blizzard 
Tour. This money goes to 
help families affected by 
ALS, along with helping to 
fund ALS research. ALS is 

Amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis, commonly known 
as Lou Gehrig’s disease, 
which causes the death 
of neurons which control 
voluntary muscles. The 
goals of the ride are to 
raise funds, as well as raise 
awareness of the disease.

On Aug. 18, 63 riders 
gathered at Timber Hall 
in Embarrass. There was 
a community pancake 
breakfast and then the 
kickstands went up and all 
63 bikes rumbled down the 
road to Sam’z in Winton, 
South Switch in Angora, 
up through Cook, and then 
back to the Black Bear 
Café in Vermilion Lake 

Township, and then back 
to Timber Hall. In total, 
over 120 miles.

Ride organizer Travis 
Erickson started the fund-
raiser three years ago 
with just a small group. 
Travis and the committee 
have continued the ride to 
collect donations for the 
Blackwoods Blizzard Tour 
to fight ALS.

“Remember that it 
only takes one person, you, 
to make a difference,” said 
ride participant Leanne 
Erickson. “You will see 
events throughout the 
year for ALS fundraising. 
You can help make the 
difference.”

Grief Education and Support Group 
meets Sept. 6 in Tower

TOWER- A monthly Grief Education Support 
Group is ongoing and meets the first Thursday of 
the month from 2 - 4 p.m., The next session will be 
on Thursday, Sept. 6 at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
304 Spruce St. This group is open to anyone in the 
area who has experienced the death of a loved one.

Experiencing the death of a loved one can be a 
very difficult experience. Learning about the grief 
process and having support from others can help a 
great deal. There is no cost for the group.

Discussion for the Sept. 6 group will be “What 
I wish others understood about my grief journey” as 
well as an introduction to the book club selection.

Registration is not required, however it is rec-
ommended. Please call East Range Hospice at 218-
749-7975 or 1-877-851-2213 to register.

Babbitt native named semi-finalist in 
home cooking competition

BABBITT- Swedish pancake stack cake with 
maple smoked almond yogurt and northwoods blue-
berry filling, a creation by Babbitt native Crystal 
Schlueter, made her a semi-finalist in the America’s 
Best Recipe Contest. Her recipe has been chosen to 
represent Minnesota. The contest is sponsored by 
Eggland’s Best Eggs. 

Voting is allowed once daily through Aug. 
28. If Schlueter wins the Midwest region, she will 
win $1,000 and go on to compete for the national 
prize of $10,000. The criteria was to come up with 
an original recipe utilizing at least two Eggland’s 
Best Eggs and to use ingredients that are favorites 
of your home state. Schlueter came up with a very 
Minnesotan recipe, Swedish pancake stack cake 
with maple smoked almond yogurt and northwoods 
blueberry filling. The recipe and link to vote can be 
found at www.americasbestrecipe.com/contest.

Alango High School all-class reunion 
on Friday, Aug. 31

ALANGO- Annual all-class reunion of Alango 
High School will be held on Friday, Aug. 31 from 
12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Alango High School, 
at the corner of Hwy. 22 and Cty. Rd. 25. Potluck 
lunch with a $5 per person fee to be put in school 
up-keep fund. Special guests this year are class of 
1958 celebrating 60 years,. If you attended Alango 
High School even one day you are invited to attend 
this reunion. For questions, call Joyce Rude at 218-
741-0683. 

5-Oh! to play at Community Night Out, 
Sept. 9 at the Seitaniemi Housebarn

EMBARRASS- Sisu Heritage of Embarrass 
is celebrating their annual Community Night Out 
on Sunday, Sept. 9 from 4-7 p.m. at the historic 
Seitaniemi Homestead. Come for a free concert, 
tours of the housebarn restoration project, visiting 
with friends and neighbors, and good food. Chili, 
cornbread, hot dogs, homemade pie, coffee and soft 
drinks will be for sale, or bring your own picnic to 
enjoy on the lawn. The musical entertainment will 
be 5-Oh! of Ely.

The Seitaniemi Homestead is located on Comet 
Road in Waasa. Watch for signs on Hwy 21.  Call 
218-984-3402 with any questions.

Sod House Theater, bluegrass-infused 
classic tour in Ely this weekend

Ride raises $14,000 for ALS families and ALS research

218-365-5013 • 1203 E. Sheridan St., Ely MN
Hours: Mon-Fri: 10-5, Sat: 10-2

Your Full Service Fireplace Shop
www.hearthsidecorner.com

 10%
off

SALE 
Sept.1- Sept.7

DAYS
SALE!

	
	 																																																																																												 
																																									
																																																																																												4855	Highway	21,	Embarrass,	MN  	
 
                                                                                   AUGUST 24, 25, 26, 2018	

											Gate	Fee	$4	or	$10	Three	Day	Pass	(10	&	under	free	w/paying	adult)	
	 								Beer	Garden,	Concessions,	Vendors,	&	Crafters on the Grounds All Weekend	
	 																										MINNESOTA	VIKINGS	CHEARLEADERS	Saturday	&	Sunday	
	 	 	 	 	 	 									
																																																																															FRIDAY,	AUGUST	24	
	 	 	 	 	 Crafts,	Concessions,	&	Beer	Garden……2	P.M.	

Wizards	Kingdom	Inflatables…………….3	P.M.	
Team	Penning……………….........4	P.M.	til	Dusk	

                                                       Exhibit Entries…………………………1 P.M. – 7 P.M.  
     Music Family Entertainment….2 P.M. – 10 P.M.    
 
                       SATURDAY, AUGUST 25 
                                                                  Grounds Open ………………………………………8 A.M.   
     Bingo………………………………………11 A.M. – 5 P.M. 

38th Annual Flying Finn Run/Walk………9:30 A.M.    
   Softball Tournament All Day 

     Exhibit Entries…………………………8 A.M. – 10 A.M.           
     Team Penning……………………………………….10 A.M.  
     Dog Show…Sign up 9 A.M. STARTS AT…..10 A.M. 
     Exhibit Judging……………………….11 A.M. – 3 P.M. 
                                        Games for all Ages…………………………………11 A.M. 
     Tony Morsching Memorial Mud Run...12:30 P.M.      
     Bean Bag Tournament (After Mud Run)……4 P.M. 
                 SATURDAY NIGHT COUNTRY LIVE..4 P.M. – 9 P.M.        
                                   
                                                                                          SUNDAY,	AUGUST	26				 
	 	 	 	 	 Grounds Open………………………………………..7 A.M.     
     Horse Show…………………………………………….8 A.M.   
                                                            Softball Tournament All Day           
                                          Classic Car & Truck Show………………………..9 A.M.     
     Karaoke Contest Sign Up……………………….10 A.M.      
     Bingo……………………………………….11 A.M. – 5 P.M. 
                                                         Horse Shoe Tournament……………………….11 A.M.   
     Karaoke Contest………………………12 P.M. – 3 P.M.             
     Demolition Derby…………………………….12:30 P.M.     

Parade…………………………………………………….4 P.M.    
                
                         
                           DUNK TANK FOR ALS ALL WEEKEND 
                           

                                                                                                              

Back-To-School Shopping?
SAVE YOUR RECEIPTS! Many K-12 school 
supplies qualify for valuable tax benefits on

next year’s MN return.

PESHEL
ACCOUNTING
1704 E Camp St.  PO Box 89   Ely, MN 55731   askjean.net

218-365-2424

For more info log on to ASKJEAN.NET and select the 
“Hot Topics” link, or call us.
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Open Meeting Law violation discussed
Recycling canisters to stay, for now

GREENWOOD 

by MARCUS WHITE
Cook-Orr Editor

PUBLIC SAFETY

Wisconsin man 
rescued after 
hatchet accident 
in BWCAW

GREENWOOD TWP— It appears 
that the recycling canisters at the 
Greenwood Town Hall will remain in 
place, at least for the foreseeable future. 
The town board had considered getting 
rid of the canisters after problems with 
users leaving trash at the site created 
a mess. 

The canisters are located on the 
edge of the town hall parking lot, and 
are open 24/7.

But Town Board Chair Mike 
Ralston, at the township’s regular 
meeting on Aug. 15, said county officials 
have indicated that there is no room at 
this time for the canisters at the County 
Rd. 77 transfer site, which would force 
Greenwood residents to bring recycling 
to the facilities in Soudan. Greenwood 
board members indicated they weren’t 
willing to make that change. 

Ralston had a few tips for those 
using the site. He said if the doors on 
the canisters are wired shut, residents are 
allowed to remove the wires to access 
the doors. The wires, he said, are put in 
place while the canisters are on the road 
and are supposed to be removed when 
the canisters are put on site. He also said 
that if the canister for plastics/metal/
aluminum is full (this is the canister 
that most often gets overfull), then it is 
okay to put those recylables in one of 
the other canisters, and that the items 
will be sorted out later by the county. 
He was told that the compliance rate 
at this site is very high, and the county 
finds very little garbage mixed in with 
the recyclables.

The canisters will be switched out 
three times a week, and over the Labor 
Day weekend, additional canisters will 
be on site. In the future, the county is 
looking at installing larger units.

Greg Archibald, owner of the 
Vermilion Club, had written to the 
township to emphasize the importance of 
the local recycling site for his business.

Mary Richard, who worked as an 
election judge last week, said she noticed 
a steady stream of cars going to the site 

all day long.
Others, at previous meetings, have 

asked that the canisters be removed, 
saying they are an eyesore, smell, and 
are not a pleasing site next to the new 
recreational facilities and pavilion.
Open Meeting Law violations

The board also discussed John and 
Joann Bassing’s complaint about Open 
Meeting Law violations at a meeting in 
May that were confirmed by the state 
Department of Administration. Ralston 
went through the steps the board must 
take to comply with this section of state 
law. He said in the future, in order to 
make sure this does not happen again, 
the clerk will make sure that the required 
public information packet contains 
copies of anything being discussed at the 
meeting. If the public or a department 
head brings information to the board, 
he asked they also bring an extra copy 
for the public packet. If not, he said, the 
township is allowed to stop the meeting 
so that the clerk can make the copies.
Birch Point Road Extension

The township will write letters 
to property owners on Birch Point 
Extension asking them to trim brush at 
the roadside of their lots. The township 
will also ask two property owners, who 
recently had heavy equipment working 
on their sites, to contact their contractors 
to ask them to repair damage done to the 
road by the heavy equipment. Ralston 
said he is working with the Minnesota 
Association of Townships to find options 
for assessing property owners on this 
township road for road improvements. 
This is one of two roads in the township 
that are not either a county road or a 
private road. The other is a small section 
of Old County Rd. 77.
Absentee voting

Ralston said some township resi-
dents are confused about procedures for 
absentee voting. Since the town hall is 
not open daily, absentee voting for the 
primary and general elections is over-
seen by St. Louis County, although the 

initial absentee ballot applications are 
available at the town hall. The township 
is still overseeing absentee voting for 
the township elections held in March.
 New grievance

The town board took no action on a 
new grievance that has been filed by fire 
department member Jeff Maus. Ralston 
said the matter will be addressed at the 
September meeting. Maus, earlier this 
summer, had submitted a grievance 
complaining that he had not being 
paid for hours spent on fire department 
training (about 38 hours spent on class 
assignments/homework for a fire officer 
class that the town board had approved). 
The board, at a special meeting in June, 
decided not to pay Maus for this “outside 
of class” time, even though the township 
attorney said the state would probably 
find that this payment was due under the 
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), noting 
the instructor had assigned the outside of 
class work in emails.  Greenwood Fire 
Department members are paid $10 per 
hour for time spent on training. Maus 
informed the board, at that time, that he 
would be putting in a request for reim-
bursement for his time spent preparing 
his grievance, which is reimbursable 
under the FLSA. Maus had 10 hours 
of time on his June timesheet related 
to preparing the grievance. Fire Chief 
Dave Fazio did not submit those hours 
to the clerk for payment, only the other 
6.25 hours for in-house training/calls.

Fazio told Maus that since the board 
had denied his grievance, all items 
related to the grievance were also denied. 
He also noted that the board had passed 
a motion to eliminate any paid-on-call 
items that are not either drills or meet-
ings, unless they have prior approval or 
are part of a formal Firefighter I/II class.

Maus responded, in writing to Fazio, 
that he had brought up the issue of these 
hours at the special board meeting in 
June, and that Ralston had told him to 
submit the hours. 

by JODI SUMMIT
Tower-Soudan Editor
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FALL LAKE TWP – Emergency 
crews from St. Louis and Lake coun-
ties responded to a rescue call on 
Disappointment Lake last Saturday 
evening.

A Wisconsin man, identified only as 
a Cabela’s store manager in his mid-50s, 
sliced deeply into his leg while cutting 
firewood with a hatchet. The man’s sons 
potentially saved his life by applying clot-
ting powder, purchased before the trip, to 
stop his severe bleeding.

Rescue crews found the victim unable 
to walk as a result of the injury. They trans-
ported the victim to Snowbank Landing 
where the Ely Ambulance transported the 
man to the Ely hospital.

Twelve responders responded to the 
call, and all either hiked or boated to the 
campsite. “It was the folks coming together 
and working as a unified group that made 
the extraction of this victim from the bush 
go seamlessly,” one of the rescuers, Joe 
Swanson, told Kurt Erickson from St. 
Louis County Rescue.

MORSE LAKE TWP – An 18-year-
old man died of drowning on Twin Lakes, 
near Ely, on Tuesday evening. The indi-
vidual, who has not been identified by 
authorities as of press time, was reported 
to have swum out to a floating dock on the 
lake and back with a life vest on before 
telling witnesses he felt he could do it 
again without the vest. Witnesses told the 
St. Louis County deputies the man dis-
appeared underwater just before reaching 
the floating dock. His body was recovered 
from the lake 30 minutes later by deputies 
who are investigating the incident.

18-year-old man 
drowns near Ely

WE BUY
GOLD • SILVER • PLATINUM • COINS • DIAMONDS

Consistently The Highest Prices Paid In The Area!

Join us on FACEBOOK

ROCKS THE 
314 Chestnut St, Virginia, MN • 218-741-ROCK (7625)

JEWELERS

Capture Her BrillianceCapture Her Brilliance

CUSTOM DESIGNS

      WE OFFER
• On-site jewelry repair
• Custom remount
• Jewelry appraisals
• Watch batteries

Designs by

See Jim for all
your

carpet needs!

WE HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED!

BIG Enough to Serve You
small Enough to Know You

When it comes to flooring...
NO ONE does it better!

Laminate
Flooring

Area Rugs

See Special
Pricing

on In-Stock Carpets
Hundreds of Remnants

Stop Today...
for the BEST

Selection!

  Starting at

$119sq. ft.

  Starting at

$189sq. ft.

30%
 OFF

mfg. list
Braids, Hand-Knotted,

Woven/Flatweaves,
Hand-Hooked, Loop-Hooked,

Oriental Reproductions

Ceramic Tile

flooring • cabinets • countertops • window treatments • tile & stone
plumbing fixtures • home decor and more  

15 MONTHS
NO INTEREST
FINANCING!

LIMITED TIME!
SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

floortoceiling.com/virginia
Open: Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri

8 AM-5:30 PM
Thurs: 8 AM-6:30 PM

Sat. 9 AM-3 PM



There are times 
when I’m convinced 
the progress of this 
country can be mea-
sured through our 
ballot laws. Think 
about it. Over the 
course of our history, 
we’ve expanded the 
franchise from the 
sole preserve of white 
male property owners 
to most all citizens 18 
and older — regard-
less of race, gender, or wealth.

 Yet despite this 
steady march, we 
remain embroiled 
in debate over who 
gets to vote. Mostly 
this is carried on 
in the states, with 
Republicans often 
favoring limits on 
access to the polls, 
and  Democra t s 
usually hoping to 
expand access.

 The chief argu-
ment for moves to restrict access 

focuses on ballot integrity: 
protecting against fraud. We 
know that fraud happens: a voter 
showing up at the polls pretending 
to be someone else, or non-citi-
zens trying to vote. But this is rare. 
After looking over 1,800 files 
collected by President Trump’s 
now-defunct Voter Integrity 
Commission, Maine’s secretary 
of state wrote, “the Commission 
documents made available to 
me…do not contain evidence of 

Congratulations on the story 
about the Timberjay in the 
Columbia Journalism Review!

Your work deserves a wider 
audience.

Best wishes,
Nancy Nichols-Goldstein
Plattsburgh, NY

The NFL (National Football 
Lordship) proclaims what is 
politically correct about patri-
otism and protest in the Lord’s 
fiefdom (stadium).  The public is 
expected to pay homage to them 
and players are to pledge fealty to 
their master.  Pro football games 
are events held in public venues, 
for public consumption and most 
are financed and built by public 
tax dollars.  

These feudal lords view 
players as subjects owned to 
serve as propaganda for forced 
and fake patriotism.  “Taking a 
knee” in protest  of social injustice 
is unacceptable to authoritarian 
medieval minds.  To deflect from 
injustices, attention is directed 
to the anthem and obedience.  
A pro-active form of patriotism 
strives to make our nation live up 
to its promise.

Why should a sports-enter-
tainment, profit-making event 
be a platform for owner power?  
Certainly, not a solemn event, 
it is more like a  incremental 

authoritarian creep to attack 
the American democratic spirit.  
Promoting patriotism with fly 
overs, color guards, recruiting, 
allegiance to flag and national 
anthems have their place, but not 
for lording over union contract 
players.

Over 70 percent of the 
players are black Americans 
playing for white owners.  Many 
protest deadly policing abuses in 
our communities.  Squelching 
freedom of speech and demand-
ing player conformity to owner 
rules, having nothing to do with 
playing the game, takes us back 
to a time of a  plantation men-
tality (master-slave) of racial 
superiority.

The NFL has tax dollars 
paying 70 percent of the capital 
costs of the stadium and surround-
ing infrastructure  increasing the 
value of the NFL team for owner 
benefit. They collect 90 percent 
of the general  revenue from its 
branding, parking, concessions 
and radio and television rights, 
plus tax breaks.  Wrapping the 
games in nationalism, militarism 
and patriotism is very political 
and profitable.  Billionaire white 
privilege does have its advantage!

Harold Honkola
Tower

Gerald Tyler, “Up North 
Jobs,” recently made a presen-
tation in Ely supporting cop-
per-sulfide mining adjacent to the 
Boundary Waters Wilderness.   In 

his closing remarks, he stated, “If 
[a ban on mineral leasing] returns, 
it will stifle our local economy and 
irreparably harm K-12 education 
in Minnesota.”  

The Timberjay accurately 
pointed out that funds generated 
from School Trust mineral leasing 
actually amount to less than 
one-half of one percent of Ely’s  
- and the state’s - annual school 
budgets. “Stifling, irreparable 
harm?”  Really? 

Moreover and more import-
ant, Tyler neglected to address 
the monitoring and cleanup 
costs associated with this type 
of mining, In discussing and 
presenting only the tax revenue 
LOSS, Mr. Tyler ignores the 
certain and far GREATER costs 
of contamination associated 
with this type of ore extraction.
(It’s called “actuarials,” and you 
can look it up).   And he fails 
to mention the myriad legal-
istic machinations employed 
by mining companies, actions 
specifically designed to transfer 
contamination costs and liability 
to the taxpayers.  As they always 
have, these legal tactics will ulti-
mately provide immense personal 
profit to the mining company’s 
officers and stockholders, at the 
expense of our land, our health, 
our forests, our streams and 
our wildlife. These planned ore 
extractions are not traditional 
mining; they are much, much 
worse, and have never failed to 
result in permanent, significant 
contamination to their regions.  

And every time we’ve heard 
these words: “It’ll be different 
THIS time.  We promise.” 

Duane Behrens
Ely

D o n ’ t  l o o k 
now, but there are 
signs that President 
Trump’s  global 
trade war could have 
implications for the 
region’s economy— 
and not necessarily 
the kind that some 
folks were expect-
ing. 

W i t h  t r a d e 
battles on multi-
ple fronts, it’s a 
complicated picture, 

but Trump’s deci-
sion to hike tariffs 
on Canadian wood 
products and a wide 
range of imported 
goods from China 
could create prob-
lems right here in 
the North Country.

First, consid-
er the case with 
China. As a massive 
exporter into the 
U.S. market, the 
Trump administra-

tion’s recent imposition of tariffs 
on a long list of products has 
rattled Chinese leaders and sent 
both Chinese stock prices and the 
value of the yuan dropping. As 
the New York Times reported this 
past week, Chinese leaders are 
hoping to develop new markets 
in other countries, although 
that’s going to take time. In 
the meantime, some layoffs 
are almost inevitable. Chinese 
exports were already slowing as 
the country’s leaders are focused 
on boosting domestic consump-

tion and there’s concern in Asia 
that a prolonged tariff battle 
will upend China’s economic 
transition and further slow the 
Chinese economy.

Why should folks on the Iron 
Range care if China’s economy 
suffers? Here’s why: The rapid 
growth of the Chinese economy 
over the past two decades has 
sharply elevated demand for a 
wide range of basic industrial 
commodities, like iron ore and 
copper.

Copper is a particularly 

sensitive barometer of current 
and future economic conditions. 
Economists call it Dr. Copper 
for a reason, because its price 
is such a reliable indicator of 
the rate of global economic 
expansion. When growth spikes, 
copper demand increases and 
prices rise accordingly. When 
demand slows due to downturns 
in industrial production, copper 
prices fall.

That’s exactly what’s been 
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Lost votes in Tower
Will the City Council act to prevent 

another election snafu in November?

Congrats on the 
coverage in CJR
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The NFL demonstrates 
that feudalism is alive 
and well in the U.S.

LEE
HAMILTON

Trade war has economic storm clouds on the horizon

Voting is a consti-
tutional right. Which is 
why potentially losing 
that right due to careless 
error on the part of election 
officials, as happened in 
Tower on Aug. 14, is so 
unconscionable. We’ve 
already reported on the 
circumstances of what 
happened, so we won’t 
repeat the story here.

Sadly, this was just 
another example of official 
conduct in the city that fails 
to meet the usual standards 
of due diligence and atten-
tion to detail. And this isn’t 
the first time that we’ve 
seen violations of election 
rules in Tower elections in 
recent years. 

The question is, what 
does the Tower City 
Council intend to do about 
it? And, by that, we mean 
not only to address the 
harm done to city residents 
who may have lost their 
right to vote in the primary, 
but to ensure that some 
other election error does 
not threaten the rights of 
Tower voters in the general 
election on Nov. 6. 

Ultimately, it is the 
city council that is respon-
sible for last week’s voting 
snafu, when election offi-
cials handed out ballots for 
the wrong precinct to as 
many as 25 city residents, 
or about one-in-five voters. 
The city council is charged 
with the ultimate oversight 
of city operations, so it is up 
to the council to ensure that 
this does not happen again. 

Unfortunately, time 
and again, we’ve witnessed 
a city council that is aston-
ishingly lackadaisical in 
undertaking its oversight 
role. In recent months, 
we’ve seen and reported 
on multiple violations of 
the state’s Open Meeting 
Law. We’ve reported on 
blown state deadlines for 
the Rose RV park EAW, a 
process that normally takes 
several weeks which took 
over two years to complete. 
Just last month, we saw the 
city council approve an 

airport project for which 
engineering and admin-
istrative fees constituted 
more than 50 percent of the 
construction cost, without 
asking a single question 
about how the engineering 
and oversight for relocat-
ing a wind sock and the 
installation of a new gate 
and 50 feet of airport fence 
could cost $30,000. 

We’ve seen question-
able decisions on a number 
of issues where it appears 
that councilors failed to 
take steps to adequately 
inform themselves of the 
consequences of their 
actions. 

It’s been suggested 
by some that city officials 
are operating efficiently 
because council meetings 
usually take less than 
an hour, and sometimes 
much less. We’re all for 
efficiency, but we prefer 
transparency. And when 
we see a city council that 
routinely runs through 
an entire agenda in thirty 
minutes without asking 
a single question, even 
on major spending items, 
that’s not efficiency— it’s 
evidence that the actual 
discussion on important 
city matters is taking place 
outside of public meetings. 
Either that, or members of 
the council quit doing their 
jobs a long time ago. 

We know that most 
members of the council 
are counting the days until 
their terms expire. It’s 
telling that not one of the 
three members, including 
the mayor, who would 
be up for re-election in 
November, chose to run 
again. But before they 
check out completely 
from their roles as city 
leaders, they should do 
one last thing— find out 
how this latest election 
mess occurred, document 
it, and hold the appropriate 
people accountable. At 
least then they can leave 
office knowing they made 
a constructive contribution 
to Tower’s future. 

Tyler exaggerates 
benefits, ignores costs 
of copper mining

Expand, don’t restrict, voters’ access to the polls



happening since June, 
when the bottom fell out 
once again on the copper 
market. Jitters in China 
over trade have sent copper 
prices from a relatively 
robust $3.20 per pound 
earlier this summer to just 
$2.67 earlier this week. 
That’s a 15-percent drop 
in just two months. 

Copper prices rise 
and fall, and they could 
quickly recover if the 
trade war with China 
were to ease in the coming 
months. If not, look for 
copper to stay depressed 
for some time, which is 
an outcome that should 
concern supporters of the 
proposed PolyMet mine. 
That project is econom-
ically tenuous even with 
copper at $3.20 a pound. 
At $2.67 a pound, it’s 
dead in the water. If you’re 
banking on PolyMet, keep 
your fingers crossed that 
the trade wars ease and 
China’s economy bounces 
back. Otherwise, it’s going 
to be a long wait for any 
new mines on the Iron 
Range.

A slightly different 
dynamic is at play in wood 
products, where prices 
have jumped, at least par-
tially in response to higher 
tariffs on Canadian lumber 

imports. That would seem 
to boost the prospects 
for domestic wood prod-
ucts manufacturers, but 
only if demand remains 
steady while supplies from 
Canada are restricted. 

The problem is, every-
thing is connected. 

When prices for build-
ing materials rise, the cost 
of new home construction 
rises as well. Combine that 
with rising interest rates 
and it adds up to trouble 
in the housing market. 
We’re already seeing that, 
as housing starts plunged 
by 12 percent in June and 
May starts were revised 
downward at the same 
time.

Investors are exiting 
the housing sector even 
in the face of a strong 
economy when one would 
normally expect robust 
housing activity. 

So how does this 
affect our region? There 
are at least two examples 
right off the top of my head. 
The spike in building mate-
rial costs has put the town-
home project at Tower’s 
harbor at risk. Delays in 
permitting and platting 
prevented construction 
from moving ahead last 
year, and the delay proved 
costly. Construction esti-

mates jumped sharply 
and forced the developers 
back to the drawing board 
as they worked to get 
the numbers back in line 
with market reality. If the 
project fails to go forward, 
which is now a higher 
possibility than before, 
the spike in construction 
costs and materials will 
be a major reason why. 
That’s just one project, 
but this same dynamic is 
being repeated over and 
over around the country. 

And there are bigger 
implications for our area. 
As we reported this past 
week, the timeline for 
the proposed Louisiana-
Pacific siding plant at the 
former Ainsworth plant 
site near Cook appears 
to be extending. While 
there’s reason to believe 
that the project remains 
probable, longer timelines 
always increase the risk 
from downside develop-
ments, such as the kind 
of collapse in the housing 
market that prompted the 
closure of the Ainsworth 
plant in the first place. 

I  l is ten-in every 
quarter to Louisiana-
Pacific’s investor confer-
ence calls and they always 
note that future expansion 
plans at Cook are contin-

gent on rising demand for 
their Smartside® siding  
product. That’s contingent 
on continued strength 
in the housing market, 
which now appears to be 
softening.

The unpredictable, 
indeed almost random, 
nature of Trump’s tariff 
decisions and their poten-
tial repercussions, are 
generating the one thing 
that businesses hate most: 
Uncertainty.

Major business invest-
ment, like board plants or 
mines, are long-term prop-
ositions. The current chaos 
being generated by the 
administration is giving 
heartburn to corporate 
board rooms everywhere. 
They may be placated, for 
now, by the big corpo-
rate tax cuts that Trump 
and GOP members of 
Congress enacted late last 
year. But those corporate 
tax savings are being over-
whelmingly directed to 
stock buy-backs, which put 
more money in the pockets 
of big investors but offer 
nothing for workers and 
create no new employ-
ment. Given the uncertain-
ty that Trump has injected 
into the economy, there’s 
little reason for businesses 
to invest in new facilities or 

equipment. While business 
investment is up modestly 
over last year, it’s driven 
almost entirely by the oil 
industry, which is recov-
ering with rising crude 
prices. Take that out of 
the picture, and business 
investment is flat despite 
the massive windfall that 
Republicans handed to 
corporate America. 

Trump was fortunate 
to take office at a time 
when the global economy 
was at close to peak perfor-
mance. Through his tariff 
war, however, Trump has 
essentially been shoveling 
sand in the global eco-
nomic gears, apparently 
in hopes that the machine 
starts to wobble in favor 
of U.S. industries. That’s 
possible, but it’s equally 
possible his actions will 
grind the whole thing to a 
halt, and that won’t help 
this region. 

The global economy 
is more integrated than 
ever before, which means 
what happens in places 
like China or Canada, can 
affect us here in the North 
Country. 

I’m in firm agreement 
with those who believe 
that the global economic 
edifice that governments, 
led by the United States, 

have erected over the past 
quarter century, has not 
served average Americans 
well. The current system 
produces a great deal of 
wealth, but here in the U.S. 
we’ve done a very poor 
job of ensuring that the 
benefits are widely shared. 
The recent tax cuts simply 
exacerbated that inequity 
by shifting even more of 
the nation’s wealth to the 
top one percent. 

Which is why tariff 
wars offer little to average 
workers, other than higher 
prices for goods. As 
imposed to date, tariffs 
have provided a profits 
windfall for a handful 
of corporate sectors, but 
workers haven’t shared 
in the winnings. Trump 
claims there’s a boom 
in the steel sector as a 
result of his tariffs, but 
it’s mostly just fiction, 
as we report this week. 
Meanwhile, other sectors 
of the economy are starting 
to feel the ill effects. 

Whether it’s enough 
to push the economy into 
recession remains an open 
question. But one thing’s 
for sure… the storm clouds 
are gathering. 
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widespread voter fraud. 
Indeed…the sections on 
evidence of voter fraud are 
glaringly empty.”

 More pointedly, a few 
years ago Judge Richard 
Posner, a widely respected 
Republican appointee to 
a federal appeals court, 
raised eyebrows when he 
declared that he’d been 
wrong in 2007 when he’d 
voted to uphold an Indiana 
law strengthening voter ID 
requirements. That law, he 
wrote, is of a type “now 
widely regarded as a means 
of voter suppression rather 
than of fraud prevention.”

 Of course, you don’t 
need voter ID laws to make 
it harder to vote. You can 
cut the hours when the 
polls are open. You can 
reduce the number of 
voting places. You can 
cut funding for efforts to 
encourage voting or help 
voters get to the polls. 
You can make voting itself 
difficult — by limiting 
the number of booths, 
for example, so that long 

lines form. You can exces-
sively purge the voter 
rolls. Creative minds have 
come up with all kinds of 
devices to make it more 
difficult to vote.

 I don’t mean to 
dismiss the idea that we 
need to protect the integrity 
of the ballot and ensure that 
people who vote are enti-
tled to do so. We do. But 
I believe representative 
democracy is strength-
ened by expanded voting 
through public marketing 
campaigns, registration 
drives and even automatic 
registration when you get 
a driver’s license, through 
longer hours, early voting 
or voting by mail.

 Voting is our most 
basic right as a citizen. It’s 
how we make ourselves 
heard and felt. Our elected 
representatives respond 
to what voters consider 
the most important issues 
and how to decide them. 
Our whole political system 
depends on it, and erodes if 
voting turnout falls.

 So the impact of 
voting is huge. The results 
that flow from voting in a 
representative democracy 
can determine the avail-
ability of guns, which 
health-care proposals 
move forward, the quality 
of governance you have, 
the economic policies that 
shape your life.

 Ask yourself why it 
is that the federal govern-
ment spends a lot more 
money on programs for 
older people than for 
young people. Is it because 
older people are simply 
more deserving of public 
spending? Of course not. 
The reason is that politi-
cians know older people 
vote at far higher rates 
than younger people do. 
The laws reflect members 
of Congress’ sensitivity to 
that simple fact.

 As a politician, I kept 
track of the reasons people 
gave me for not voting. 
Often it was just plain 
apathy, inconvenience, or 
a sense of powerlessness. 

Transportation could be 
bad. Older people were 
intimidated by the hoopla 
that surrounds the voting 
place, what with politi-
cians out there shaking 
hands and people carrying 
signs. As a result, I under-
stood their reasons for not 
voting, and could work to 
correct their legitimate 
concerns and make our 
democracy stronger.

 We need to do every-
thing we can to lift voter 
turnout, not suppress it. 
The more people who 
vote, the more nearly our 
democracy will reflect the 
views of “the people,” not 
just the people who had 
the wherewithal to have 
the right ID or a ride to 
the polling place. And the 
more the polls reflect the 
communities we live in, 
the healthier and more 
legitimate our democracy 
will be.

Lee Hamilton is a 
Senior Advisor for the 
I n d i a n a  U n i v e r s i t y 
Center on Representative 

G o v e r n m e n t ;  a 
Distinguished Scholar, 
IU School of Global and 
International Studies; and 
a Professor of Practice, 
IU School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He 

was a member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
for 34 years.

Other business
 John Bassing had 

questions for the board 
regarding the fire depart-
ment. Bassing questioned 
the record-keeping being 
used to apply for state fire 
fighter training funds. He 
noted that the numbers 
that had been submitted 
over the past three years 
were higher than the actual 
number of active fire 
fighters. He also noted 
that EMR’s, who only act 
on medical calls, are also 
included in the count.

Ralston asked Bassing 

why he hadn’t dealt with 
this when he was on the 
board. Bassing said he had 
just found out about the 
discrepancies and had just 
researched the last three 
years of records. Ralston 
said the board would look 
into the issue.

Bassing also noted 
that Fire Chief Dave Fazio 
had refused his request for 
information on which fire 
department members had 
done interior firefighting 
during the Fortune Bay 
hotel fire.

Ralston told Bassing 

the board had no inten-
tion of micro-managing 
the fire department. It is 
not clear why the chief is 
unwilling to give out that 
information.

 Jarri Ankrum, from 
the Greenwood Recreation 
Committee, gave board 
members a list of concerns 
on maintenance needs that 
weren’t currently being 
handled, mostly related to 
the pavilion area. She had 
some suggestions on how 
the township can better 
manage the site, and give 
clear expectations to those 

using the site, making 
sure that the garbage cans 
were being emptied, and 
the portable toilet was 
getting cleaned (noting 
that during busy times, 
and hot weather, the toilet 
needed more frequent 
cleanings).

 Heard that about 
300 people have already 
signed up to attend the 
40th anniversary picnic. 
Organizer Pam Lundstrom 
said they are expecting as 
many as 400 to attend on 
Saturday, Aug. 25.

  Two residents, 

Barb Lofquist and Steve 
Rodgers, both spoke during 
public input asking resi-
dents to work on getting 
along with each other 
and with township offi-
cials. “Let’s be civil,” said 
Lofquist. Rodgers thanked 
Jarri Ankrum for her recent 
letter to the editor. Ankrum 
wrote, in part, “I want to 
thank all those employed 
by Greenwood Township 
for their time and willing-
ness to serve. I truly feel 
it is a great place to live 
and be a part of. I ask that 
when you read or hear of 

conflict, all government 
factions have that and it 
usually is a very small part 
of any community.”

 Ralston asked that if 
anyone has better ideas for 
a water suppy at the pavil-
ion, besides the current 
hose set-up or an expensive 
well, to please send their 
ideas and cost estimates, 
in writing, so the board 
can review them.
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TOWER- Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary 
begins classes on Tues-
day, Sept. 4

Open house on 
Thursday, Aug. 30

There will be an open 
house on Thursday, Aug. 
30 from 4 - 7 p.m. You 
can tour the school and 
meet teachers. 

Bus routes
Buses will be rolling 

on Tuesday, Sept. 4 to 
bring elementary grades 
1-6 to the Tower-Soudan 
School. Kindergarten stu-
dents will begin classes 
on Thursday, Sept. 6. 

iPads
iPads for all grades 

will stay at the school, so 
no fees will be required. 
All students will be re-
quired to sign a form. 

Picture day
Picture day will be 

Monday, Sept. 24 begin-
ning with pre-school and 
staff at 7:45 a.m. Picture 
retakes will be Friday, 
Nov. 2.

Attendance

The attendance pol-
icy is four excused ab-
sences per quarter. If 
your child has been ab-
sent, please send a note or 
call the office and explain 
why. If we do not receive 
a note or a phone call 
within 24 hours, their ab-
sence will be considered 
unexcused. If your child 
is absent for medical rea-
sons they must have a 
doctor’s statement. 

Food program
For the food service 

program, student PIN 
numbers are the same 
as last year for returning 
students; new students 
can inquire at the office 
for their PIN. Beginning 
school year 18-19, Tow-
er-Soudan School will no 
longer be implementing 
the CEP school breakfast 
and lunch programs, be-
cause the percent of stu-
dents needed to qualify 
fell below the eligibility 
mark. Starting Oct. 15, 
2018, students will no 
longer automatically re-
ceive breakfast and lunch 
free of charge. House-
holds MUST complete 
and submit an application 
for educational benefits to 
determine if they qualify 

for free or reduced-price 
meals.

New this year, the 
meal application for ed-
ucational benefits can be 
easily accessed online 
through your Parent Por-
tal account. Meal appli-

cations can also be picked 
up and returned to the 
Tower School.

Please note
If your child is going 

somewhere other than the 
usual way home you need 

to send a note or call the 
office no later than 1 p.m. 
If we do not receive a call 
or note from you, your 
child will ride home on 
their regular route.  No 
child will leave the school 
with anyone other than a 
parent or guardian unless 
a note has been sent or a 
phone call has been made 
to the office. Please send 
a note or call the office if 
you know your child will 
be leaving school early. 
The school office number 
is 218-753-4040.

Big Truck Night on 
Thursday, Sept. 13

SOUDAN- Tow-
er-Soudan ECFE and 
Breitung Township in-
vite you to Big Truck 
Night on Thursday, Sept. 
13 from 4 – 6 p.m. at the 
Soudan Park and Recre-
ation Area. Come check 
out big rigs like fire en-
gines, ambulances, dump 
trucks, dozers and more.

Hot dogs and refresh-
ments will be available. 
Contact ECFE at 218-
753-4040 ext 6113 for 
more information. Listen 
to WELY for event can-
cellation due to inclement 
weather. 

TS Learning 
Readiness Open 
House Sept. 5

TOWER- Sneak-A-
Peek at the Tower-Sou-
dan Learning Readiness 
Program on Wednesday, 
Sept. 5 from noon to 1 
p.m. in the Early Child-
hood classroom at Tow-
er-Soudan Elementary. 
Learning Readiness is 
for children who are 
four years old by Sept. 1. 
There is no cost to attend. 
Classes are held Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
and last the entire school 
year.

Families will have 
an opportunity to tour 
the classroom with their 
child, meet the teacher, 
Mary Larson, and ask 
questions. There will be a 
brief orientation and time 
to complete registration. 
Class will begin on Tues-
day, Sept. 11 from 8:30 
a.m. – 3:15 p.m. Contact 
Mary Larson for further 
information at 218-753-
4040 ext. 6113 or email 
mlarson@isd2142.k12.
mn.us. 
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TOWER- Liz Cheney, Pas-
tor at Immanuel Lutheran in 
Tower, will be leading her fifth 
mission team and fourth from 
Immanuel in Tower, to Gua-
temala this November.   This 
year’s team is a mother/daugh-
ter team made up of three moms 
and three daughters: Heather 
and Ivy Chaulklin, Becca and 
Rory Bundy, and Liz and Han-
nah Cheney.  A mission trip is a 
life-changing and unique expe-
rience as it is, but to travel and 
serve alongside your daughter/
mother will make it even more 
unique and special.

The team is set to leave 
sometime the last week in 
October and return on Nov. 
10.  The group will be focus-
ing on building bunk beds (a 
huge need in the community 
they serve in), building cook 
stoves, and distributing sheets 
of corrugated tin.  Other activ-
ities will include social visits 
and prayer time with families 
in need, community meals and 
children’s activities, preparing 
for a school supply distribution 
and helping with the monthly 
food distribution.  

The team stays in a town 
near Antigua in the Recycled 
Lives Mission House.  Recy-
cled Lives and their missionar-
ies, Shawn and Brad Johnson, 
carry out the majority of their 

mission work in a community 
called San Gabriel, which is lo-
cated around the city of Escu-
intla’s garbage dump.  There is 
much need and Recycled Lives 
has been actively serving, 
building relationships with and 
walking alongside this commu-
nity for five years now.   It is so 
wonderful to go back year after 
year and visit with the families 
we’ve helped, built homes for, 
and gotten to know during each 
mission trip.

The mother/daughter teams 
will be hosting a few fundrais-
ers to help raise funds to carry 
out the above-mentioned proj-
ects.  On Wednesday, Aug. 29 at 
Immanuel in Tower, there will 
be Italian Night featuring some 
home-cooked Italian food such 
as stuffed shells.  There will be 
bucket raffles and silent auction 
items as well.  We hope you can 
come out and join us!

On Saturday, Sept. 22, the 
team will be hosting a Ladies 
Fall Tea and Luncheon serving 
sandwich loaf, soup, and Jello 
salad.  Missionary Shawn John-
son will be the guest speaker.  
Grab a friend or two and come 
and get fall started on a grand 
note!

The group is also collect-
ing school supplies. Donations 
can be dropped off at Immanu-
el Lutheran in Tower.

The team is also taking 
orders for pasties.  The pasties 
will be ready the weekend of 
Sept. 15-17.  Pastor Liz makes 
a mean and yummy pastry crust 
from scratch!

For more information 
about our ministry, missionar-
ies, fundraisers or how to do-
nate to this mission team and 
their efforts, you can call Pas-
tor Liz at 218-780-8907 or the 
church office at 218-753-2378.

Fundraisers set for mission trip to Guatemala

Above: Liz Cheney (at left) with Alexandra Jordan 
(center) and some of the children whose families they 
helped on their mission trip last year. 
Above left: One focus of the mission trip is to build safe 
cooking stoves to replace the old stoves currently being 
used. Left: A newly-completed stove.
submitted photos

TOWER-SOUDAN ELEMENTARY

TS Elementary starts on Tuesday, Sept. 4

TOWER- Tower-Soudan 
Elementary is hosting an open 
house on Thursday, Aug. 30 from 
4 – 7 p.m. Come and meet your 
teachers, tour the school, and 
drop off school supplies in your 
classroom.

Refreshments will be served. 
Our principal, Kelly Engman, 
will be on hand to meet parents 
and children from 5:45 - 7 p.m.

You can bring your complet-
ed packets to hand in to the office 
that day also. The Kindergarten 
teacher will be on hand to sched-
ule Kindergarten conference 
times on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Sept. 4 and 5.

Tower-Soudan Elementa-
ry has been rated one of the top 
elementary schools in northern 
Minnesota for seven years in a 
row. The school offers small class 

sizes, very experienced and pro-
fessional teachers who have been 
there a long time, and a family en-
vironment. Early Childhood and 
Learning Readiness programs are 
also offered, along with an active 
community education department 
offering low-cost enrichment and 
sports activities for children (and 
adults too!).

Parents can complete their 
school registration forms online 
at www.isd2142.net (click on 

online registration in the top 
green bar). There are instruc-
tions for both returning and 
new students. This system 
is expected to decrease the 
amount of paperwork families 
need to complete when enroll-
ing their child and at the begin-
ning of the school year. It will 
also help us to make sure we 
have the most current contact 

information for your child. 
New families coming to our 

schools, as well as current fam-
ilies needing to update their in-
formation each year, will use this 
system. If you have questions, 
contact your school office at 218-
753-4040 or the district office at 
218-749-8130. You can also email 
questions to portal@isd2142.k12.
mn.us. 

Tower-Soudan Elementary Open House 
on Thursday, Aug. 30 from 4 - 7 p.m.
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Week of  Aug. 27

Monday
TOPS - Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
at 9 a.m.

Embarrass Al-Anon 
Family Group- Hope 
Lutheran Church, 5088 
Hwy. 21, 6 p.m.

Tuesday
Tower Area Food 
Shelf- Open on the third 
Tuesday of every month 
from 2:30-5:30 p.m. 
Located in the back of 
the Timberjay building on 
Main Street. Next food 
shelf day is Sept. 18.

Greenwood Fire Dept.- 
Meetings on the first 
(drill) and third (business 
meeting) Tuesday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Wednesday
Tower AA- Open Basics- 
7 p.m. at St. James 
Presbyterian Church. 
Questions, call 753-2332.

Breitung Town Board-
1 p.m. on Aug. 29

Thursday
AA Meeting- Lake 
Vermilion 12x12 (Open). 
6:30 p.m. at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tower, 
use the rear side door 
entrance.

Vermilion Country School 
Board-  Next meeting is 
Thursday, Sept. 27 at 
4:45 p.m. Meetings 
posted online at 
vermilioncountry.org. 

Wednesday, Aug. 29; Sept. 19

Bois Forte Boys/Girls Club 11:00-11:30 a.m.
Greenwood Town Hall   12:00-12:30 p.m.
Soudan Fire Hall   1:45-3:00 p.m.
Tower Civic Center   3:15-4:15 p.m.
Embarrass, Four Corners  5:15-6:00 p.m.

For further information, call the Arrowhead Library 
System at 218-741-3840 or www.arrowhead.lib.mn.us

Bookmobile Schedule

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Transfer station
Hwy. 77 Canister
Summer Hours through Sept. 30
Tuesday 1 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Thursday 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Recycling canisters  available 
daily at the Greenwood Town 
Hall.   For info: 1-800-450-9278

Soudan Canister 
Expanded hours year-round
Monday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Wed. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
For info: 1-800-450-9278

SENIOR DINING Stuntz Bay 
Association fall 
meeting, Aug. 25

SOUDAN- The 
Stuntz Bay Association 
will hold their fall meet-
ing on Saturday, Aug. 25 
at 10 a.m. at the Breitung 
Fire Hall. Topics on the 
agenda include histor-
ic preservation, and the 
transfer and refurbishing 
of boathouses. All mem-
bers are encouraged to 
attend the meeting.

Pastor Gary Watts 
to retire; party set 
for Aug. 26

SOUDAN- Gary 
Watts, pastor of the Sou-
dan Baptist Church, is 
retiring and with his wife 
Lynn will be moving 
from the area.  The cou-
ple has been involved 
in countless church and 
community activities 
during their time in Sou-
dan and Tower.

A retirement par-
ty will be held Sunday, 
Aug. 26 at the Soudan 
Baptist Church at 4 p.m. 
The celebration will be 
preceded by a musical 
program at 3 p.m. in the 
church sanctuary. The 
reception will start after 
the program in the Bap-
tist Church Fellowship 
Hall. The community is 
invited to attend.Greenwood Township’s 40th Anniversary set for Saturday, Aug. 25

GREENWOOD- Greenwood 
Township will celebrate its 40th 
anniversary on Saturday, Aug. 25 
from noon to 5 p.m. There will be 
a picnic lunch and a short program 
at 2 p.m. Present chairman of the 
board, Mike Ralston will welcome 
guests. Keynote speaker will be the 
first chairman of the board, Loren 
Turner. Jim Seme will entertain 
the crowd with his accordion and 

LeAnne Zaudtke will sing a few 
lively songs. Greenwood Firemen 
will be taking blood pressures, 
offering blood glucose tests, and 
have boat safety pamphlets. And 
there is something special for the 
children, Greenwood Township 
has a beautiful new pavilion, ten-
nis and pickleball courts and bocce 
ball court. Their latest new equip-
ment is the children’s playground. 

All residents past and present and 
their families are welcome to at-
tend. Come visit with old friends 
and meet some new ones. Lunch 
is free; learn how to play a few 
games. Volunteers are still needed; 
if you want to help or have ques-
tions, call Pam Lundstrom at 218-
753-3006.

TOWER- Seniors are invited 
to come check out the senior din-
ing program at the school’s Com-
munity Open House on Thursday, 
Aug. 30 between 12 noon - 1 p.m. 
Free meals will be served that day. 
Regular senior dining will begin 
on Tuesday, Sept. 4. 

This year, the school will be 
providing Meals on Wheels deliv-
eries to home bound seniors age 
60 or older living in the city lim-
its of Tower or Soudan. Meals are 
available Monday through Friday 
on days the school is in session. 
Cost for each meal is $4. 

To register for Meals on 
Wheels, or for more information, 
please call AEOA Senior Nutri-
tion at 218-735-6899. 

This program is funded un-
der contract with the Arrowhead 
Regional Development Commis-
sion’s Area Agency on Aging as 
part of the Older Americans Act 
Program.

Vermilion Country School 
and AEOA also sponsor a senior 
dining site at the charter school 
in Tower. All meals include salad 
bar, fruit, choice of beverage and 
dessert. 

Reservations are appreciated 

the day before, or morning of, but 
walk-ins are always welcome.  
Take-outs are available. Seniors 
age 60 and older who have reg-
istered for the program and their 
partners qualify for special pric-
ing of $4 per meal, but all ages 
are welcome at the regular rate of 
$5.75. There are no income guide-
lines. 

Meals are served from 12 

noon – 1 p.m. on days when the 
charter school is open. Call the 
school at 218-753-1246, ext. 1003 
for reservations, or call AEOA at 
1-800-662-5711 ext. 7323 for the 
one-time registration process.

New “meals on wheels” option for 
senior dining this year in Tower

2018 Lake 
Vermilion Home 
Tour a success

TOWER- Backpacks 
will be given to children 
starting school in Tow-
er/Soudan and plans are 
being made for further 
beautification in Tow-
er.  These projects would 
not be possible without 
the collaborative fund-
raising efforts of the Tow-
er-Soudan Civic Club and 
St. James Presbyterian 
Church through the Lake 
Vermilion Home Tour, 
which took place on Sat-
urday, Aug. 5.

“We raised $1,915, 
which is split between the 
two organizations,” said 
Linda Haugen, Commit-
tee Chair. Members from 
each group volunteer 
their time and talents to 
put on the event, which 
takes place every other 
year. Over 40 volunteers 
from the Lake Vermilion 
community helped plan 
and stage the Home Tour. 
Jaynee Yocum, Ticket 
Chairperson, reported 
that 125 tickets were sold. 
Other donations added to 
the money raised. “Peo-
ple believe in what we are 
doing for the children in 

our community,” Yocum 
stated. “They also support 
sprucing up the town.”

The new beautiful 
garden outside the Tower 
Civic Center was plant-
ed and is kept up with 
funds raised by the Tower 
Soudan Civic Club from 
events like this.

The funds used by 
St. James are designat-
ed for school supplies 
for children attending 
Tower-Soudan Elemen-
tary School and Ver-
milion Country School. 
“The teachers appreciate 
knowing that their stu-
dents will have materials 
they need when school 
starts and throughout 
the school year,” stated 
Pastor Doug Workman, 
St. James Presbyterian 
Church. “The schools 
keep extra supplies in re-
serve for the school year 
for both younger and old-
er students. Funds from 
the Home Tour help pur-
chase those supplies.”

The two sponsoring 
organizations thank the 
following homeowners 
for allowing visitors to 
tour their homes: Marit 
and Orlyn Kringstad, 
Mary Batinich, Peggy 
Fisher and Larry Stel-

ter, and the Luneburg/
Lidgetts. “Each house 
was special in its own 
way,” said Louise Gate-
ly, Home Tour Co-Chair. 
“We look forward to 2020 
when we will have our 
next Home Tour event.”

Orr American 
Legion Post 480 
selling 52 Club 
dinner/drawing 
tickets

ORR- The Orr Amer-
ican Legion is holding a 
52 Club dinner and draw-
ing. Tickets are $52, one 
ticket admits two people. 
Only 260 tickets are sold, 
so act quickly for your 
52 chances to win. The 
drawing will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 13 at the 
Orr American Legion 

Hall. Dinner is at 6 p.m. 
and drawing at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are on sale at the 
following locations in 
Orr and Cook: American 
Legion Hall, Pattenn’s 
Café, Pelican Bay Foods, 
Orr Muni, Norman’s 
One Stop, Oveson’s Pel-
ican Lake Resort and 
Inn, VFW Post 1757, 
Auto Value, and North-
woods True Value Home 
Center, or call 218-404-
5847. Tickets are on 
sale in the Tower area at 
Benchwarmer’s and Lake 
Vermilion Houseboats. 
Proceeds go to scholar-
ships, community proj-
ects, and charities.

REGULAR HOURS:
Mon.-Sat. 8-7,  Sun. 8-3

315 Main St, Tower
753-2725

SUMMER BBQ
& Picnic

Headquarters
Enjoy grilling now...

before the snowflakes fly!
Labor Day Hours:

8-2

CALLING ALL ELY & BABBITT
SWIMMING ALUMNI

The NRE (Northeast Range Ely) Swimmers need 
your help to purchase new training equipment to 

be successful and competitive.

CASH DONATIONS can be sent to:
 NRE Swim Boosters
 PO Box 551
 Ely, MN 55731

Support
Our

Swimmers!

Senior diners in Tower-Soudan now have a new option. They 
can eat meals at the charter school, pickup their own meal, or 
sign up for the new Meals on Wheels program for home bound 
seniors. file photo

Fridays: 4-6 PM
at the train depot



AA - Alcoholics 
Anonymous
AA - 7 p.m. Mondays, 
First Lutheran Church, 
915 E. Camp St.
WOMEN’S AA - Noon 
Mondays, Ledgerock 
Community Church, Ely - 
use 15th Street entrance.
BABBITT AA -  7 p.m. 
Tuesdays,  Woodland 
Presbyterian Church.
AL-ANON - Sundays 
8-9 p.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Ely. 
For persons who encoun-
ter alcoholism in a 
relative or friend.
BABBITT AL-ANON - 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church.
CO-DEPENDENTS’ 
12-step support group, 
noon Fridays, St. 
Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, Ely.
ELY FOOD SHELF - 
Third Wednesday each 
month, 15 W. Conan St..
ADULT BASIC 
EDUCATION 
GED -  Study materials 
and pre-test available. 
Ely Community Center 
Thursday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Tower by appointment. 

Ely library
Hours: Monday — Friday, 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays — 8 a.m. to noon
Closed on Sundays
Phone: 365-5140

Babbitt library
Monday            Noon-6 pm
Tuesday           Noon-6 pm
Wednesday      Noon-6 pm
Thursday          Noon-6 pm
Friday              Noon-5 pm
Phone: 827-3345

Libraries

Support groups
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OUR COMMUNITYTuesday Group
ELY - The upcom-

ing Tuesday Group  
schedule is listed below. 
All talks are at 12 noon 
on Tuesday at the Grand 
Ely Lodge. 

Aug. 28 - Debbie 
Hultman and Margaret 
Waechter - Camino de 
Santiago 

Sept. 4 – Labor Day 
Break 

Highway 1 traffic restricted
REGIONAL - A resurfacing and culvert repair project on Highway 1 continues in Lake County. Motorists 

traveling on Highway 1 between Finland and Isabella  will be restricted to a single lane of traffic controlled by 
flaggers as a resurfacing and culvert repair project continues.

The lane restrictions will be in effect through late September when the project will be completed. An 11-foot 
width restriction will be in place.

The completed project will resurface approximately 15 miles of pavement and repair 17 culverts.
For more information, visit http://www.dot.state.mn.us/d1/projects/hwy1finlandtoisabella/.

ELY - Folks young 
and old from all over the 
country gathered at the 
Vermilion Community 
College Fine Arts Theater 
last weekend to experience 
a blast from the past. 

The era of peace, love, 
and rock and roll from 
the 1960s and 1970s was 
brought to life in a riveting 
rendition of  “Remember 
When,” sponsored by the 
Spiritwood Foundation. 

The opening scene 
reenacted the timeless 
movie “Forrest Gump” 
featuring Paul Keintz as 
Forrest. “Life is like a 
box of chocolates” is a life 
lesson we will never forget.

The stage l ights 
dimmed moments before 
Moonbeam, Pat Surface 
and American Pie band 
captivated the audience 
with 20 of the greatest hits 
that many remember from 
the infamous Woodstock. 

With assistance from 
the Ledgerockin’ Chorus, 
and the American Top 40 
dancers, the Boundary 
Water Boys performed 
songs such as “King of the 
Road”, “I’m a Believer” 
and “Brown Eyed Girl” 
before closing for inter-

mission. The remainder 
of the show featured songs 
such as “Hit the Road 
Jack”, “Hallelujah”, and 
“Sweet Caroline.” The 
finale featured a moving 
performance of God Bless 
the USA dedicated to all of 
those who have served in 
our armed forces. 

M o o n b e a m ,  t h e 
Goddess of Groove, 
was perfectly portrayed 
by Donna Surface. Pat 

Surface was the lead singer 
of the American Pie-
Boundary Water Boys 
band. Marina Whight was 
a beautiful and stunning 
vocalist. Butch Schmidt 
played the bass guitar. 
Grammy-nominated and 
award-winning artist, John 
Ely, played the lap steel 
and pedal steel. 

T h e  S p i r i t w o o d 
Foundation sponsored 
this mesmerizing perfor-

mance and we would like 
to inform you a little bit 
about what this foundation 
does. The Forget Me Not 
Foundation is a nonprofit 
organization that focuses 
on fighting Alzheimer’s 
disease through the arts. 

As directly quoted on 
the Spiritwood Foundation 
website, “Our mission is to 
raise not only awareness 
regarding Alzheimer’s 
disease, but also criti-
cal funds that support 
community organizations, 
programs and facilities 
working with families 
dealing with Alzheimer’s 
and dementia.” Nearly six 
million people are living 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
today, and 83,000 will die 
from this disease every 
year. An estimated $227 
billion is spent on care for 
patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease every year; $44 
billion which is spent out 
of pocket by the patients’ 
families. 

T h e  S p i r i t w o o d 
Foundation is hoping to 
extend a helping hand for 
families who need care 
for a loved one suffering 
from this condition. Please 
visit their website for 
more information,  www.
SpiritwoodFoundation.
com. 

Remember When ...
Music program supports Alzheimer’s, dementia programs
by CARLY EVANCICH
Contributing Writer

The Spiritwood Foundation hosted “Remember 
When” last weekend at Vermilion Community 
College for the benefit of Alzheimer’s disease 
and dementia programs. photos by K. Vandervort

Ely Library events
 P r e s c h o o l 

Storytime - every Friday 
morning at 11 am.
 Wednesday, Aug. 

29, 2 p.m. - 1,000 Books 
Before Kindergarten 
Graduation Party - for 
families in this program. 
This event will honor 
the children who have 
finished their 1,000-
book goal within the past 
year.  Expect lots of fun 
games, some snacks, and 
a little award ceremo-
ny.  Anyone (and other 
family members) in the 
1,000-book program 
is welcome to attend 
whether or not they 
have made it to 1,000 
books.  This program is 
sponsored by Friends of 
the Library.
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Yesterday’s news,  
this week
from the archives of

THE ELY MINER
Courtesy of the Ely-Winton Historical Society

August 24, 1918

Fighting fires
A crew of men were out Monday afternoon 

and night west of town where a forest fire was 
encroaching on the Crossman Point lands and 
seriously threatening the summer houses of Sam 
Rapson, J.H. White, and F. B. James on the point.

The crews were kept busy with the city’s 
sprinkler truck and partly had the fire under control 
when the rain of Tuesday arrived and lent valuable 
assistance by moistening the surface and giving the 
crew a chance to squelch particularly bad spots.

A fire has been burning in the Burntside lake 
country for some time and forest rangers have had 
crews there checking the flames. Owing to the 
extreme dry weather for some time back, the woods 
burn like matches and much damage is reported to 
standing timber.

Thirty-seven men are fighting fires out on the 
Kawishiwi country east of Ely. There are two fires in 
fact and the crew is divided about equally between 
them. However, the fires are not beyond control and 
will soon be cared for, it is thought.

Gardens about Ely were given a fine drink 
Tuesday and were greatly refreshed. A soaking 
rain of several days is needed yet to meet growing 
requirements and to effectively mitigate the fire 
danger.

Fine business
Since the organization of the Ely branch of 

the American Red Cross in July 1917, the follow-
ing knitted artifacts have been completed by our 
members and returned to the Chapter in Duluth. 
The work was done under the supervision of Mrs. 
Wm. Olds: 551 pairs of socks; 187 sweaters; 36 
pairs wristlets; 77 scarfs; 62 trench caps.

Of that number, the ladies of Section Thirty 
have furnished 15 sweaters and 50 pairs of socks.

ELY LOCAL NEWS

Around Town

SUBSCRIBE TO THE TIMBERJAY (218) 753-2950

ELY HIGH SCHOOL FALL SPORTS

Ely celebrates canoes – past, present
ELY – The 6th Annual Upper Great Lakes 

Regional Assembly of the Wooden Canoe Heritage 
Association will gather in the Ely area this summer. The 
event, sponsored by the Minnesota Canoe Museum, 
will be held Aug. 24-26.

A weekend of activities celebrating canoes and 
canoeing will be held at YMCA Camp Widjiwagan 
on Burntside Lake in special honor of canoes built by 
and the legacy of Joe Seliga.

Activities will include:
 Canoeing film festival;
 Classic canoe and boat show;
Paddling demonstrations;
 Paddle-making and canoe building workshops;
Excursions to the neighboring Boundary Waters 

Canoe Area Wilderness;
 Canoe races;
On-the-water activities for young and old;
 Gathering around the campfire and swapping 

stories;
 Live canoeing-inspired music;
 Canoe related vendors.
On Friday, Aug. 24, events will be held at 

Semer’s Beach in Ely. This is a city park with facil-
ities and a grassy area with sand beach. There is a 
dock and a swimming area as well as ample shore 
for launching canoes. This will be a relaxed venue 
with on-water activities and on-shore displays. 
Lodging and meals will be available at YMCA Camp 
Widjiwagan (to register visit ymcamn.org/camps/
camp_widjiwagan).

Further information on the event can be found 
at the Minnesota Canoe Museum site (minnesotaca-
noemuseum.org).

For vendor space or questions, call Alex Comb, 
Stewart River Boatworks, stewartriver.com or 218-
834-2506.

CALLING ALL ELY & BABBITT
SWIMMING ALUMNI

The NRE (Northeast Range Ely) Swimmers need 
your help to purchase new training equipment to 

be successful and competitive.

CASH DONATIONS can be sent to:
 NRE Swim Boosters
 PO Box 551
 Ely, MN 55731

Support
Our

Swimmers!

2018 Ely Varsity Football schedule
Aug.30 - Ogilvie-Away-6 p.m.
Sept. 7 - Open date
Sept. 14 - Lake of the Woods-Home-7 p.m.
Sept. 21 - South Ridge-Home-7 p.m.
Sept. 29 - Mt. Iron-Buhl-Away-12 noon
Oct. 5 - Cook County-Home-7 p.m.
Oct. 12 - Silver Bay-Home-7 p.m.
Oct. 17 - North Woods-Away-7 p.m.

2018 Ely Volleyball Schedule
Aug. 28 - Northeast Range-Away-5:45/7 p.m.
Sept. 4- Littlefork-Home-5:45/7 p.m.
Sept. 6 - Cherry-Home-5:45/7 p.m.
Sept. 8 - Greenway Tourney-Away-TBD
Sept. 11 - Silver Bay-Away-5:15/6:30 p.m.
Sept. 13 - Mesabi East-Home-5:45/7 p.m.
Sept. 20 – North Woods-Away-5:45/7 p.m.
Sept. 22 - Virginia Tourney-Away-TBD
Sept. 25 - Duluth Marshall-Away-5:45/7 p.m.
Sept. 27 - International Falls-Home-5:45/7 p.m.
Oct. 2 - Lakeview Christian-Away-5:45/7 p.m.
Oct. 4 – Bigfork-Away-5:45/7 p.m.
Oct. 6 - Mesabi East Tourney-Away-TBD
Oct. 8- Mt. Iron/Buhl–Home-5:45/7 p.m. 
Oct. 11- Nashwauk/Keewatin-Home-5:45/7 p.m.
Oct. 16 - Silver Bay-Home-5:15/6:30 p.m.

2018 Ely Cross Country Schedule
Aug. 30 - Virginia Invitational-10 a.m.
Sept. 13 - Eveleth-Gilbert Invitational-3:30 p.m.
Sept. 18 - Grand Rapids Invitational-4 p.m.
Sept. 27 - Hibbing Invitational-4 p.m.
Oct. 2 - Ely Invitational-4 p.m.
Oct. 6 - Swain Invitational (Duluth)-10 a.m.
Oct. 9 – International Falls Invitational-4 p.m.
Oct. 16 - Proctor Invitational-4 p.m.
Oct. 25- Section 7A – Cloquet-12 noon
Nov. 3 - MSHSL Meet- St. Olaf- to be announced

The Ely Memorial High School Timberwolves are gearing up for another season of varsity 
athletics in football, girls volleyball, and boys and girls cross country. Training camps started last 
week and games and matches start next week. photos by K. Vandervort



We have summer. The weather 
has been warm every day with cooler 
nights.  It is perfect August weather.  
Don’t be fooled that summer is here to 
stay; we know fall is around the corner. 

If you are a baseball fan this would 
be the time of year you would cheer for 
your team to get into the playoffs.  Min-
nesota Twins fans do not have much 
to cheer about this year.  It is one of 
those slow years.  Don’t be dispirited 
with the Twins.  There is always next 
year. Here is just a little baseball trivia.  
Have you ever wondered why the letter 
K stands for a strikeout when watch-
ing the games? Henry Chadwick is a 
little-known baseball pioneer.  Chad-
wick used S for sacrifice and chose K 
for strikeout. He did so because K is the 
prominent letter of the word “strike,” 
which was used more frequently than 
strikeout. Some scorers use a forward 
K for a swinging strikeout, a backward 
K for a batter caught looking. 

Best wishes for a speedy recovery 
to Jill Crain who is enduring rotator 
cuff surgery.  The recovery from this 
surgery takes a long time. Patience, Jill.

The Singing Teapot Dames intro-
duce you to a very special young lady, 
Amelia Congdon.  She is 13 years 
old and attends Sioux Falls Christian 
School, entering the 8th grade.  She is a 
dancer, plays the clarinet and has been 
a Girl Scout for nine years.  Her family 
roots go way back at Crane Lake and 
Amelia’s first trip to the lake was be-
fore she turned two months old.  Ame-
lia writes and excels in Language /Arts 

class.  She shared one of her poems 
with the Dames. We think it is special 
and should be enjoyed by all.

Come with Me
By Amelia Congdon

Come with me to a crystal blue lake
To where Eagles fly and fish jump
To quiet cozy adventure right out

of a book on the dock.
Come with me to rippled waves 

and swaying trees
To wolf trails and bunny tracks
To a half-eaten ice cream cone 
running down your hand

Come with me to sweatshirts in 
the morning and shorts in the evening

To “I have a fish”.
Come with me to pine trees and birch

To overgrown backyards
To tiny frogs jumping and huge 

crawfish sprawled across the dock.
Come with me to relaxation

To peace
To happiness, joy, and memories, 

Come with me to Crane Lake.

The poem was written when she 
was in the 7th grade.

Thank you, Amelia for sharing 
your special insight to our beloved 
Crane Lake. We are sure your favorite 
teacher, Mr. Fopma, is proud of you!  
Mr. Fopma teaches Language/Arts in 
the 7th grade at Amelia’s school.

Kitty Hamlin and friends celebrat-
ed Kitty’s birthday with a great gath-
ering at Trail’s End. We will of course 
say a good time was had by all.  Many 
happy years to Kitty!

The Ladies of the Lake Luncheon 
Committee held their wrapup meeting 
to finalize the 2018 luncheon and dis-
cuss plans for the 2019 luncheon.  Save 
the date for Aug. 10, 2019 with the 
theme of “Fishing - - - - For Compli-
ments” for the next luncheon.  Expect 
some advance advertising to reveal 
exciting plans for the event so SAVE 
THE DATE AUGUST 10, 2019 and 
buy your tickets early!

A bridal luncheon shower at Trail’s 
End was hosted by Lisa Anderson, Beth 
Bak and Sarah Tufte to fete bride-to-be 
Hannah Copp.  Hannah and Brandon 
Anderson will become husband and 
wife on Oct. 6, 2018. The festive show-

er was a great beginning of good wish-
es for the bridal couple.

Does anyone remember Dr. David 
Dixon from Cook?  He was a doctor in 
Cook for many years.

He reads our column every week 
and contacted us.  He enjoyed an arti-
cle about wild rice last week. He used 
to buy wild rice from a local Native 
American named Bill and he remem-
bers eating popped rice one time and 
loved it. He asked about the Bystroms 
and other local families.

Contact us if you remember him 
and would like to greet him. Stay in 
contact, Dr. Dixon.

Sympathy is sent to Jan Acker 
Mattson and her entire family on the 
loss of her mother, Janet Acker and to 
Mike Seigley on the loss of his mother 
Kathy Seigley.  We have lost two pio-
neers of Crane Lake. May the families 
find comfort in beautiful memories.

On Saturday, Janna Rae Ulrich be-
came the bride of Gregory Eliot Hunt-
er in a beautiful ceremony at Grace 
Lutheran Church in Hibbing.  Young 
cousins Samantha Oles and Logan Gi-
etzen were the couple’s Maid of Honor 
and Best Man.  Gregory is the son of 
Sue Kaneski and the late Jack Hunter of 
Buyck/Hibbing.  The festive reception 
was held at Valentini’s in Chisholm.  
Valentini’s Supper Club specializes in 
Italian food and the guests were treat-
ed to five different entrées of delicious 
Italian foods. Several Crane Lakers 
traveled to Hibbing/Chisholm to enjoy 
the affair.  Best wishes to Janna and 
Greg for a long happy life together.

On Saturday Aug. 18 Adrianne 
Blazevic and Will St. Germaine were 
wed during a beautiful ceremony on 
Burnt Island in Voyageurs National 
Park. The weekend’s celebration took 
a 17 boat flotilla to Kettle Falls on Fri-
day, shipping 80 pirates to the national 
park destination. This fun makeshift re-
hearsal boasted a pirate theme and bbq 
at the historic site. Guests were shown 
all the best of the area from the three-
hour slow ride through the national 
park to the old hotel and all its curios-
ities.

On Saturday boats were again 
loaded by the Blazevic family and 
friends and the voyage to Burnt Island 
on Sand Point lake began. Around 3:30 

the ceremony began under a hanging 
branch of a tree near the point of the 
rock island officiated by the couples 
long time friend Carly Pete. Adrianne’s 
parents Steve and Sherri stood along-
side their daughter and Will’s parents 
Lenny and Sue stood alongside him 
during the nuptials. The couple’s sis-
ters and friends both bridesmaids and 
groomsmen also took to the sides of 
the couple to celebrate the day. The re-
ception was held back in Crane Lake at 
Nelson’s Resort with food, music and 
fireworks at dark.

Sunday brought a farewell brunch 
at Voyagaire where guests, friends and 
family came back together to say fare-
well to the weekend. Mike and Linda 
Lang got to share their home with Dave 
and Ticky Freiborg from Georgetown, 
Texas.  The foursome have been friends 
since their kids were very young, and 
now their kids have kids are older 
than theirs were at the time.  It’s true 
what they say, The best friends are old 
friends!

Do you think you suffer from “cli-
nomania”?  If so, you are literally ad-
dicted to your bed.  People who suffer 
from this disorder feel an overwhelm-
ing desire to be in bed, regardless of 
their responsibilities to others or the 
world around them.  To a clinomaniac, 
no amount of sleep is ever good enough.  
It is actually an anxiety disorder linked 
to such conditions as depression and 
chronic fatigue syndrome.  You may 
feel like you could have this disorder, 
but more than likely it is just the end 
of summer doldrums, canning and har-
vesting all the garden goods, and the 
hustle of trying to fit in the State Fair or 
County Fairs, school shopping, and La-
bor Day rapidly approaching.  Summer 
seems to have so much packed into a 
few months that sometimes we all ap-
preciate the slower pace that fall brings. 

Let us hear from you! Send news 
by e-mail to info@thelakecountry.com, 
by fax tp 218-757-3533, or by phone to 
Sandy at 218-757-3233 and it will be 
added.

Until next week the Teapot Dames 
are singing off.

ORR – The sounds 
of the lutes and guitars 
could be heard echoing 
on a smoky Sunday eve-
ning last weekend in Orr. 
Cavalry Lutheran Church 
welcomed Randy Fergu-
son to both entertain and 
teach over 90 visitors to 
the church on the Renais-
sance music of Martin 
Luther.

“Most Lutheran 
pastors don’t realize 
the contribution of why 
there is music in church-
es,” Ferguson said. “It’s 
something that most 
people who have grown 
up Lutheran don’t real-
ize either. I want peo-
ple to know the musical 
heritage of the Lutheran 
Church.”

Luther is the reason 
many churches feature 
music and hymns during 
their services.

“Regardless of where 
you are and what denom-
ination you are, you’re 
singing on Sunday morn-
ing because of Luther,” 

Ferguson said.
Ferguson said his 

path to playing music in 
churches across Minne-
sota began in the 1970s, 
when he was the first 
student to ever major 
in guitar performance 
at Augsburg College in 
Minneapolis.

“When I was in col-
lege, they (Augsburg) had 
a Reformation Festival,” 
he said. “I heard a Luther 
scholar and I played the 
lute (for him). I sat beside 
him at a banquet.”

What for Ferguson 
began as an interest in 
guitar, which he says was 
“a product of 1960s rock 
bands,” changed into a 
career in music educa-
tion, from teaching mid-
dle schoolers in Farming-
ton to college students at 
Hamline University, and 
at nearly 150 churches, 
mainly Lutheran, in be-
tween.

That early scholarly 
influence turned him on 
to the potential of music 
to teach others the history 

of how they worship.
And the performanc-

es have been as much 
about the music as its 
heritage, with original 
guitars dating from near-
ly three centuries ago.

“The oldest guitar 
I have is from 1785,” 
Ferguson said. “I go 
through the progression 
of the history of the gui-
tar. There are many more 
guitars from that era than 
you would expect.”

And it was the sights 
and sounds of the antique 
guitars that packed the 
pews, far beyond the ca-
pacity Calvary Lutheran 
Church typically seats on 
a Sunday morning.

Rev. Daniel Kerr said 
he hopes the visitors con-
tinue to come. He sees 
the church as a beacon in 
the small town of fewer 
than three hundred.

Kerr said he hopes 
this weekend’s concert is 
the first of many events 
to draw visitors and new 
members alike to the 
church. 
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Crane Lake News by the Singing Teapot Dames

Feds award Cook 
Airport $243,000 
grants

C O O K / WA S H -
INGTON D.C. – Min-
nesota’s congressional 
delegation announced 
Tuesday the U.S. De-
partment of Transpor-
tation will award the 
Cook Airport $243,000 
in grants.

“Improving our in-
frastructure not only 
supports good-paying 
jobs now, but it serves 
as a down payment on 
the long-term economic 
well-being of our state 
and country,” Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar said in a 
statement. “By investing 
in the Cook Municipal 
Airport, we are helping 
maintain the services 
Minnesotans rely on.”

The grants will go 
toward work on improv-
ing rehabilitation of the 
airport access road and 
parking lots.

American Legion 
Post 480 selling 
52 Club dinner/
drawing tickets

ORR- The Orr 
American Legion is 
holding a 52 Club din-
ner and drawing. Tick-
ets are $52; one ticket 
admits two people. Only 
260 tickets are sold, so 
act quickly for your 52 
chances to win! The 
drawing will be held 
on Saturday, Oct. 13 at 
the Orr American Le-
gion Hall. Dinner is at 
6 p.m. and drawing at 7 
p.m. Tickets are on sale 
at the following loca-
tions in Orr and Cook: 
American Legion Hall, 

Pattenn’s Café, Pelican 
Bay Foods, Orr Muni, 
Norman’s One Stop, 
Oveson’s Pelican Lake 
Resort and Inn, VFW 
Post 1757, Auto Val-
ue, and Northwoods 
True Value Home Cen-
ter, or call 218-404-
5847. Tickets are on 
sale in the Tower area 
at Benchwarmer’s and 
Lake Vermilion House-
boats. Proceeds go to 
scholarships, commu-
nity projects, and char-
ities.

North Woods 
Open House

FIELD TWP - 
Students at the North 
Woods School and their 
families can attend an 
open house on  Thursday 
Aug. 30 from 4 p.m. – 7 
p.m. Students in grades 
seven through twelve 
will receive both their 
schedules and their lock-
ers.  Elementary-aged 
students will find out 
who their teachers are 
and be able to see their 
classroom. All teachers 
will be on hand to meet 
students and families. 
Online registration will 
be available at kiosks 
for parents who have 
not completed the pro-
cess. Information on the 
school’s new credit card 
system for online pay-
ments for sports fees and 
lunch money will also 
be available.

“Stories and 
Poems at the 
Speed of Life,” 
Aug. 29 at Cook 
Library

COOK- The second 

Community Notices
Orr church plays the sounds of Luther
by MARCUS WHITE
Cook/Orr Editor

Randy Ferguson tunes his guitar from 1785 
amid a backdrop of more than a dozen modern 
and antique instruments. photo by M. White

annual “Stories and Po-
ems at the Speed of Life,” 
will be on Wednesday, 
Aug. 29 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Cook Public Library. Join 
friends and make some 
new ones for an evening 
of poetry and very short 
stories. Warren Bradbury 
will lead us in enjoying 
remarkable poetry, and 
anyone with a story to tell 
will gather us in. 

All are invited to 
read or recite something 
self-authored or a pas-
sage or poem. Each par-

ticipant will have up to 
six minutes to present 
their material. We will 
also have a collection of 
notable poems to “adopt” 
and share and discuss. 
Families are welcome.

Beverages will be 
available. You might 
bring a small plate of 
favorite cookies or bars. 
For more information, 
contact KathyNylund@
comcast.net or brad-
bury245@gmail.com.

Northern Lights 
Chamber Institute 
to perform Aug. 25

VIRGINIA- A won-
derful free summer con-
cert by the string orches-
tra of Northern Lights 
Chamber Music Institute 
will be held on Friday, 
Aug. 24 at Gethsemane 
Lutheran Church in Vir-
ginia at 7 p.m. 

Please attend for 
an evening of beauti-
ful chamber music per-
formed by the 38 partic-

ipants of the Northern 
Lights Chamber Music 
Institute. The NLCMI 
is an annual workshop 
where ten days of intense 
chamber music stud-
ies take place at Camp 
Vermilion on pristine 
Lake Vermilion outside 
of Cook. Gifted young 
musicians of college and 
high school age, along 
with internationally ac-
claimed faculty will par-
ticipate in this concert.



Dear North Woods 
Students and Families,

The start of the 
school year is almost 
here, and I am very ex-
cited to welcome you 
back!  There are some 
exciting new things hap-
pening at North Woods 
this year that are focused 
on increasing the aca-
demic success of our stu-
dents.

First, we have sever-
al new staff members at 
North Woods this year, 
with Mr. Bajan teaching 
7-12 SpEd, Ms. King 
in Student Support Ser-
vices, Mr. Limp in 7-12 
Social Studies, Mr. Lei-
nonen in FCS (Family 
and Consumer Science), 
and Ms. Roettger teach-
ing Choir/Vocal Music. 

One of our assuranc-

es is that we are using the 
most up-to-date teaching 
strategies and technology 
to teach our kids while 
building strong, trusting 
relationships. Part of this 
mission is also ensuring 
good student behavior. 
Our promise to you is 
that all students at North 
Woods are treated equal-

ly and fairly. We need 
your help supporting us 
in our mission to uphold 
high standards. 

North Woods will be 
using the guiding prin-
ciples of student-cen-
tered learning and strong 
core-instruction. These 
strategies are a part of the 
MN MTSS (Multi-Tiered 
Systems of Support) 
model. Our core belief is 
to make students a bigger 
part of their learning by 
engaging them in small 
group, standards-based 
instruction.

Mr. Jirik (Dean of 
Students) and I will be 
visiting all classrooms 
within the first week of 
school to talk with all 
students and staff about 
school rules along with 
ensuring the best and 

most appropriate learn-
ing environment for our 
students. 

Open House at North 
Woods will be Thursday, 
Aug. 30 from 4-7 p.m. 
This will give you and 
your child time to meet 
teachers and ask any 
questions you may have. 

Laptops and iPads 
are being prepared and 
will be ready as early as 
possible. Our tech de-
partment is working hard 
to improve this process!  
Online registration is also 
being rolled out this year, 
limiting the amount of 
paper you need to fill out 
and sign.

The first day of 
school for 1st – 12th 
grades is Tuesday, Sept. 
4. Kindergarten will be-
gin Thursday, Sept. 6. 

See you then! Please 
remember that students 
cannot be dropped off be-

fore 8 a.m. 
Go Grizzlies!
John Vukmanich
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SUMMER FAIR

JOHN
VUKMANICH

Cook Optica

 EYE EXAMS • 666-2879
Call for Appointment

with Dr. Jensen, Optometrist

Cook Optical

HOURS: 9-4:30  Mon.-Fri.
Jerel D. Johnson, ABOC Certified

23 E. Vermilion Dr., Cook

Quality Eye Care for lessStop in & Compare

Sun: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Mon-Sat: 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Summer Hours

201 Hwy 53 SE Cook, MN 
666-0205

(Effective May 6)

The school year is just around the corner 

• FREE CHECKING
• FREE TRANSFERS
• FREE LUNCH!

* Participants must switch checking account, direct deposits and withdrawals to qualify. Please bring your previous month’s checking 
account statement with you. One free lunch per account. Other rules and regulations apply. See Credit Union employees for details.

218-666-5940 • 24 S River St., Cook • northstarcreditunion.org

                                                  Simply bring in your previous month’s
                                               checking account statement from another

                                                 financial institution.

New members will be given a $20 VISA Gift Card
to pay for lunch while we do the work

Make the switch to
North Star Credit Union

today and lunch is on us!

It’s That Easy!
Relax and have some lunch while we initiate

the transfer of your accounts.

GRIZZLY UPDATES

FIELD TWP - With a new 
school year fast approaching, 
the following information is of 
note:

New or currently enrolled 
students are now registered on-
line through three simple op-
tions: 1) log into Parent Portal 
to begin, 2) visit the school and 
register via computers avail-
able to the public, or 3) use our 
email link to get started at arc.
infnitecampus.org/campus/OL-
RLogin/stlouisco.

Classes for Grades 1 – 12 
begin Tuesday, Sept. 4.

Classes for Kindergarten 
begin Thursday, Sept. 6. At 
the Open House, Kindergarten 
parents may sign up for their 
“Meet the Teacher” conference 
on Tuesday, Sept. 4 or Wednes-
day, Sept. 5.

Class Assignments: Ele-
mentary student teacher/class-
room assignments may be 
picked up at the Open House. 
After the Open House, lists of 
elementary students and their 
classroom/teacher assignments 
will be posted on the entryway 
windows. Grades 7 – 12 student 
schedules will be in the Com-
mons for pickup at the Open 
House.

Office hours on Friday, 
Aug. 31 are 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Fall Sports Fee Reminders: 
Volleyball, football and cross 
country fees for students are due 
before their first game or meet. 
Students cannot participate un-
less their fees are paid. Varsity 
and Jr Varsity athlete fees are 
$120 per student. C-Team ath-
letic fees are $60. A sliding fee 
will be applied to students who 
qualify for free/reduced lunch. 
Fees may also be paid online 
via the school website and a 
credit card option is now avail-
able in the school office. Prac-
tices have begun and schedules 

have been given to the students. 
If you need more information 
on practices, contact the respec-
tive coaches at the school (Mr. 
John Jirik for football, Ms. Ga-
brielle Sundquist for volleyball, 
and Mr. Dan Squires for cross 
country). See the school web-
site, northwoodsschool.net, for 
email and contact information.

Bussing: The drivers are 
currently working on route 
assignments and plan to con-
tact currently enrolled student 
households to provide route 
information prior to the Open 
House. If you are new or your 
former times/routes have 
changed, your driver will con-
tact you as school approaches 
to verify pickup and drop-off 
times. It is very important that 
we have current contact infor-
mation for your household.

If you moved over the 
summer and/or changed phone 
numbers, be sure to complete 
On-Line Registration as soon 
as possible.

Entrance: Please note that 
students should not arrive at 
school before 8:05 a.m. Once 
school begins, all entrances 
automatically lock at 8:30 a.m. 
After that time, anyone wish-
ing to enter the building must 
report to the office through the 
front doors.

Class Schedule: We are 
still following a Flex Wednes-
day schedule. On Wednesdays, 
school dismisses at 2:02 p.m. 
All other days of the week 
(Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/
Friday), school dismisses at 
3:15 p.m.

Food Service: Payment for 
meals may go directly to cafete-
ria staff and/or may also be paid 
online through Parent Portal or 
the school website. A credit 
card option is also available in 
the school office.

Please make sure your 
student has money in his/her 
account when school begins. 
Meal prices are as follows: 
High School Lunch - $2.70, El-
ementary Lunch - $2.35, break-
fast for both HS and Elementa-
ry is $1.75. Extra Milk is $0.65.

Students who qualify for 
reduced-price school meals 
will receive FREE lunches and 
breakfasts. ALL Kindergar-
ten students qualify for FREE 
breakfasts. NOTE: Even if 
a student receives free or re-
ducedprice meals, students 
who choose milk only will be 
charged $0.65, and extra lunch 
items are not free.

If you have not yet applied 
for free school meals and wish 
to do so, you may do so online 
through Parent Portal or the 
school website

Picture Day is Monday, 
Sept. 10. Student, staff, class 
group and fall sports pictures 
will be taken. Times for pre-
schoolers from the community 
to have their pictures taken will 
be announced later.

Order forms were previ-
ously mailed to currently en-
rolled students. Extras will be 
available at the Open House or 
they may be picked up in the 
office after the Open House. 
Orders may also be placed on-
line via the link on the school 
website (to be added soon).

If you have questions, 
please feel free to contact the 
office at 218 666-5221. Be-
ginning Tuesday, Sept. 4, front 
office hours are Monday/Tues-
day/Thursday/Friday 7:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.; Wednesday 7:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. We are located at 
10248 Olson Road East, north 
of Cook.

North Woods School opens Sept. 4

MORCOM TWP-The 
quiet community of Bear 
River swelled this past 
weekend as young and old 
alike came out for the 107 
annual Bear River Fair.  The 
perennial old-time celebra-
tion offered an abundance of 
activities and conversation 
from bingo to the bouncy 
house, Swedish meatballs to 
softball.

The old Bear River 
School swung the doors open 
for the celebration, offering 
an arena for conversation and 

reminiscing with pictures of 
old school classmates and 
past fairs.  While the area is 
not known as the agriculture 
hotbed it once was, exhib-
its of locally grown flow-
ers, vegetables, and canned 
goods lined up the old class-
room giving reassurance that 
farming traditions are still 
alive and well.  And blue-rib-
bon bragging rights can still 
launch a vegetable grower 
into a local celebrity.  

Arts and craft endeav-
ors lined the exhibit as well, 
showcasing the creative vein 
running through the rural 
community.

Both young and old enjoy a tractor joyride around 
the fair. photo by M. Roach

End of summer on 
the Bear River
by MELISSA ROACH
Staff Writer

Read us online at
www.timberjay.com
check out our e-edition
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VERMLION COUNTRY SCHOOL

ELY- The YMCA of 
the Greater Twin Cities, a 
leading nonprofit dedicat-
ed to strengthening com-
munities through youth 
development, healthy 
living and social respon-

sibility, will hold the 
seventh annual Fest du 
Nord, a family-friendly 
music festival at YMCA 
Camp du Nord near Ely, 
on Labor Day weekend, 
Aug. 31 – Sept. 2. 

Fest du Nord, founded 
and hosted by Minnesota’s 
own John Munson, is the 
perfect way to close out the 
summer with beloved local 
musicians on the idyllic 
shores of Burntside Lake, 

and to support YMCA 
Camp du Nord, a camp 
that brings together gen-
erations of families to 
strengthen relationships 
and create unforgettable 
memories to share for a 
lifetime. 

“The  YMCA i s 
excited to host this incred-
ible music festival for all 
in our community,” said 
Glen Gunderson, president 
and CEO of the YMCA.” 
Fest du Nord is a great 
opportunity for the family 
to enjoy great music while 
enjoying a north woods 
adventure.” 

Friday, Aug. 31 from 
7–8 p.m.  Crossroads 
Stage features Roe Family 
Singers.

Saturday, Sept. 1 from 

3 – 7 p.m. Gardner Builder’s 
“Hot Haps” Stage will 
feature Lucy Michelle, 
Chris Koza, Humbird, 
Jeremy Merseersmith, and 
Haley.

Sunday, Sept. 2 from 
3 – 7 p.m. at Gardner 
Builder’s “Hot Haps” 
Stage  features Benny 
David, Ben Weaver, Matt 
Wilson, John Munson, 
and the Grammy-award 
winning Okee Dokee 
Brothers.

It is recommended 
for attendees to bring 
their own chairs, food 
(some food and bever-
ages will be available 
for cash purchase) and 
blankets. All cabins and 
camping sites at du Nord 
are full, but concertgoers 

can choose to lodge in 
nearby Ely. Tickets are 
now available and can be 
purchased online at http://
festdunord2018.brownpa-
pertickets.com/.

Ticket costs are Adult 
(ages 15+) Weekend pass 
- $50; Friday night only 
(all ages) - $5; Adult (ages 
15+) Saturday or Sunday 
only - $30; Child (ages 
4-14) Saturday or Sunday 
only - $15; No charge for 
children ages 0-3. 

To speak with Camp 
du Nord staff about Fest du 
Nord, please contact Niki 
Geisler at Niki.Geisler@
ymcamn.org. 

T O W E R -  V e r m i l i o n 
Country School, a grades 7-12 
charter school located in Tower, 
is kicking off the new school year 
with a day devoted to animals 
and wildlife. The community 
is invited to stop by anytime 
between 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. to par-
ticipate in one of the programs, 
tour the school, and to register 
new students. 

VCS staff is excited to share 
all the school has to offer with 
the community and potential 
VCS families. They see the 
open house as a way to welcome 
back the school’s returning and 
new students, as well as a time 
to show others what learning at 
VCS looks like.

The small school serves 
students from Tower/Soudan, 
Lake Vermilion, Vermilion 
Reservation, Ely, Embarrass, 
Aurora, Babbitt, Virginia, 
Eveleth, Mt. Iron and sur-
rounding areas. It is a free public 
school, with a breakfast and 
lunch program, and bus and van 
transportation.

A highlight of the day will 
be a visit from the Duluth Zoo-
mobile, with zoo staff bringing 
an assortment of small animals 
up for a meet and greet. This 
program begins at 10:30 a.m.

At 10 a.m., come and 
meet local dog sledder Ashley 
Thaemert and a few of her 
Alaskan malamutes, along with 
dog sledding gear. There will 
be a petting zoo with local farm 
animals, along with samples 
of fur from local mammals 
throughout the day. There will 
be a dog agility demonstration 
at 11:30 a.m.

A free lunch will be served 
from 12 noon – 1 p.m.

At 1 p.m., there will be a 
presentation on North American 
Wildlife by Jim DeVries, from 
the Laurentian Environmental 
Center in Britt. The day ends 
with outdoor fun including canoe 
races at the harbor, outdoor 
games, and a tractor pull.

Open house activities will 
be held both inside and outside, 
weather permitting. The day also 
serves as orientation for both 
students and parents and a time 
to sign up for classes. Regular 
classes begin on Tuesday, 
Sept. 4.

VCS has an environmental 
education focus, and each year 
the curriculum focuses on one 
broad area. This year’s focus 
on North American Wildlife 
includes special programming on 
as many as twenty Wednesdays 

throughout the school year 
including a trip to Hawk Ridge, 
canoeing and hiking in the 
Lost Lake Peatland, trips to the 
International Wolf Center and 
North American Bear Center, a 
trip to the Duluth Zoo, and other 
program and field trips utilizing 
local and regional resources 
relating to wildlife, including 
state park and DNR staff, and 
students and instructors from 

Vermilion Community College. 
Students also have the opportu-
nity to participate in outdoor-re-
lated activities such as overnight 
trips into the Boundary Waters, 
staffed by the Northern Tier High 
Adventure camp in Ely.

VCS students also complete 
community service through-
out the school year, including 
assisting at the Tower Food 
Shelf, helping with Tower 
Senior Bingo, restoration of the 

old cemetery’s Potters Field, 
roadside cleanup, and other 
student-led projects.

Academics at VCS include 
multi-grade classes that focus 
on hands-on and project-based 
learning. The school offers 
increased support for students 
who are below grade level in 
language arts and mathematics, 
in addition to supports for stu-
dents requiring special educa-
tion. Each student at VCS has 
an individualized learning plan 
including special opportunities 
for students who excel. The 
school offers music, choir, arts, 
in-school recreation and sports, 
and drama.

“VCS is a school where 
teachers recognize and build 
on each student’s strengths,” 
said school board chair Jodi 
Summit. “The school has an 
accepting, small school, social 
environment.”

Many students who have 
struggled in larger school envi-
ronments find their place at VCS.

The school is located at 1 
Enterprise Dr. in Tower (behind 
the new harbor). More informa-
tion is available online at vermil-
ioncountry.org, on the school’s 
facebook page, or by calling the 
school at 218-753-1246.

Duluth Zoomobile in Tower on Thursday at 10:30 a.m.
Community is invited to the Vermilion Country School Open House; activities from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Staff from the Duluth Zoo will be in Tower on Thursday 
morning, for a free program at the Vermilion Country 
School. The zoo will be bringing along an assortment of 
small animals for this program. submitted photo

Fest Du Nord runs Aug. 31 - Sept. 2 at Camp Du Nord in Ely

2018 Kia Forte ........................................................................................... $15,990
2017 Ford Escape SE - 4x4 ...................................................................... $19,990
2016 Chrysler 300 S - AWD, loaded ......................................................... $24,990
2015 Nissan Sentra  .................................................................................. $13,990
2015 Chevrolet Equinox LT - AWD .......................................................... $16,990
2015 Honda Civic - 20,000 miles .............................................................. $14,990
2013 Dodge Avenger .................................................................................. $7,490
2012 Chevrolet Silverado LT - 4x4 .......................................................... $20,990
2010 Dodge Grand Caravan - 56,000 miles ............................................. $11,990
2007 GMC Yukon XL SLT - 4x4 ................................................................ $13,990

2018
Impala LT V-6

WASCHKE FAMILY
CHEVROLET • COOK

Lorn Koski Les Hujanen
HOURS: M-F 8am-6pm, Sat. 9am-2pm

 126 N Hwy. 53, Cook, MN • 218-666-5901 • 1-800-238-4545

MANY MORE TO CHOOSE FROM! Trade-Ins Welcome!

2018  
Equinox LT AWD

SALE PRICE 
$26,452

MSRP $33,065 MSRP $32,035
SALE PRICE 

$27,229**
** Total cash allowance includes GM Financial down payment assistance. Must finance with 
GM Financial to qualify. See dealer for details.

20% off
MSRP!

MUSIC at the
Market

TOWER
FARMERS

MARKET

FRESH

LOCAL

VARIETY

Friday,  Sept.  7
4 to 6 PM

The Accidental Ensemble of Ely
will be playing at the 

Tower Farmers Market

Come for late
season vegetables

and a 
FREE concert!

 
 

Thank	you	
Chief	Larry	
McCray	

	
Welcome	
Chief	Jim	
Sutherland	

Cake and Refreshments for 
our Fire Chiefs 

Everyone is welcome. Wednesday, 
August 29th, 6:00 p.m. 

At the Eagles Nest Town Hall. 
 

I would like to thank everyone for participating in the democratic 
process and for all of you who supported me so that I can con-
tinue my quest to give all people equal access to county govern-
ment. A special thanks to my wife Tracy, daughters Megan and 

Natalie, future son-in-law Eli Dotts and his brother Nasir, Treasurer 
Matt Grahek and Beth Cummings, and all the campaign volunteers 

for their support and hard work. 
Over the next 12 weeks, the goal of this campaign will be to earn 

your support on November 6.

Paid for by Paul McDonald on his own behalf

Thank You

k kk
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TOWER...Continued from page 1

Mayor Kevin Fitton told 
the roughly three dozen 
people who attended the 
groundbreaking event on 
Tuesday. “We are always 
looking to bring new 
businesses and new jobs 
to Tower.” 

Fitton stepped in 
at the last minute after 
Mayor Josh Carlson was 
called out of town for 
a family medical emer-
gency. Fitton also helped 
ferry people from the 
Tower Civic Center to the 
construction site, using 
the Vermilion Country 
School’s bus. The build-
ing site is just off Hwy. 
135, right on the edge of 
Tower. It is the first build-
ing to be constructed in 
the Industrial Park, which 
was developed more than 
a decade ago. The build-
ing will be owned by 
the Tower Economic 
Development Authority 
(TEDA), which will repay 
the loan from proceeds 
from the rental income 
from the building.

Matt Sjoberg, the 
IRRRB Executive Director 
of Development, compli-
mented TEDA, the city, 
and SEH Engineering for 
their work on the project. 
He also said the IRRRB 
is excited to work with 
a business like Lamppa 
Manufacturing.

“Thanks to Daryl 
Lamppa, Garrett Lamppa, 
and Dale Horihan,” 
Sjoberg said. “This is 
a really exciting home-
grown business. This is 
the type of growth we hope 
to see happen.”

TEDA Chairman 
Steve Peterson Sr. said the 
city is excited to be part-

nering with this 83-year-
old local business. TEDA, 
first under the leadership 
of Marshall Helmberger, 
and now Peterson, has 
been working with the 
Lamppa family, the 
IRRRB, and the city to 
finalize this deal for over 
a year.

Garrett Lamppa, who 
is the fourth-generation to 
be involved in the family 
business, recounted all 
the long hours his father 
Daryl and grandfather 
Herb put into developing 
the exclusive technology 
which makes their stoves 
and furnaces the most 
environmentally-friendly 
wood-burning devices in 
the country. Garrett would 
come to his grandparents’ 
house after school or 
sports and wait for a ride 
home from his father. The 
wait, he said, often was as 
late as 8 p.m.

Daryl Lamppa admit-
ted that dealing with the 
EPA regulations has been 
“nerve-wracking” and he 
said there has been push-
back from other larger 
wood stove manufacturers 
to have the 2020 emis-
sions standards decreased. 
Daryl said in that case, 
several nationwide health 
advocacy groups would be 
ready to sue the govern-
ment, along with Lamppa, 
to keep the new standards 
in place.

Daryl said that man-
ufacturing the stoves in 
their current location, 
the former Tower Dairy 
building on South Third 
St., has been challeng-
ing. The company hired 
Horihan, who has expe-
rience in manufacturing, 

to help them modernize 
their processes and help 
with the expansion.

“Dale has been a huge 
help,” said Garrett.

Garrett, whose four-
year old daughter Taimi 
was at the ceremony, said 
he hopes she may find a 
place in the company when 
she grows up, becoming 
the fifth-generation of 
the family to help run the 
business.

Herb Lamppa was not 
able to attend the ceremo-
ny due to health concerns. 
Herb is a former mayor 
of Tower and also served 
several terms on the St. 
Louis County Board. 

“He wants to see 
this business succeed in 
Tower,” said Daryl. “It’s a 
combination of his brains 
and my sisu that got us 
here today.”

Horihan said the 
company has a series of 
goals to meet, the first of 
which is the completion 
of the new manufacturing 
facility. Then, he said, it 
will be hiring dependable 
employees, investing in 
new equipment, upgrad-
ing their manufacturing 
processes, and developing 
new markets. Right now 
the stoves are sold directly 
to customers, but with 
the new expansion they 
are planning to develop 
dealership opportunities.

“We are looking at 
constant change,” said 
Horihan.

New building
Half of the 9,000 

square foot building will 
be leased by Lamppa 
Manufacturing, which is 
hoping to get the busi-

ness moved as early as 
December. The other 
half of the building will 
be available for another 
tenant. The building is 
being financed by the 
IRRRB, at a cost of 
$1.85 million. Lenci 
Construction is  the 
general contractor.

This new location 
will allow Lamppa to 
expand its workforce 
from eight to 20, and to 
significantly increase the 
number of stoves sold 
each year.

Lamppa is currently 
the only wood-burning 
stove manufacturer able 

to meet new air quality 
standards from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency for smoke emis-
sions that are set to go 
into place in 2020. They 
now have both sizes of 
their Vapor-Fire model 
wood-burning furnaces 
certified to meet EPA 
2020 standards. The stoves 
use specially-developed 
sensors and computer-
ized controls to achieve 
almost perfect burning 
conditions. Besides emit-
ting a small fraction of 
the soot typical of other 
wood-burning stoves, the 
Lamppa wood furnaces 

can heat homes using 
significantly less wood 
due to their high effi-
ciency. The Twin Cities-
based Environmental 
Initiative said that replac-
ing one old wood-burning 
furnace with a Lamppa 
stove is equivalent to 
removing 700 cars from 
the road due to reduced 
particulate emissions. 
Lamppa manufactures 
the Kuuma line of sauna 
stoves and Kuuma Vapor-
Fire Furnaces. Learn more 
online at www.lamppa-
kuuma.com.

908 E. Sheridan St., Ely
800-569-4186 or 218-365-6156

Check All Our New & Preowned at www.elycardeals.com

2011 Chrysler 
Town & Country Mini Van

AWD, Heated Seats, Remote Start

$26,995

2006 Chevy Silverado
Crew Cab 4x4 LT

Workhorse

$7,995

Financing Available on 
Approved Credit

See Joe or Nels for Details!

2017Jeep Compass
Latitude

AWD, Gas Saver

$4,995

2009 Pontiac Torrent

MSRP $30,315

#9627U Silver

$11,995

YOU
PAY

2014 Chevy Impala Ltd

$12,995
Sunroof, GM Certified

SAVE • SAVE • SAVE • SAVE • SAVE • SAVE 

End of summer
s•a•v•i•n•g•s

Full Power, Loaded!

#3498J White

#1298U Black

End of SummEr SAVInGS

#2214U White

#369OU White

End of SummEr SAVInGS

End of SummEr SAVInGS

End of SummEr SAVInGS

WOW!!

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
AUGUST 24 & 25

9 AM - 3 PM

Futons, Dining Room Sets, Stoves, 
Fridges, Furniture, Beds, Microwaves,
Coffee Makers, Nightstands, Lamps,

Picnic Tables, Grills, Bedding,
Misc. Bar & Restaurant Supplies,

New BayView Apparel (last chance)

We are clearing out 
our cabins-top to bottom!

BayView Lodge, 2001 Bayview Drive, 
Lake Vermilion, Tower  •  218-753-2500

RESORT

SALE! SALE!

Cook Medical Clinic
20 5th St SE

(218) 666-5941
Open Mon-Sat

(877)  541-2817  www.ScenicRiversHealth.org

Behavioral Health Services 
Now Available in Cook!

Welcoming
Celin Williams, LICSW

Addressing concerns for all patients, 
including depression, anxiety, and 

stress management, family/couples 
therapy, trauma counseling, and 

substance abuse counseling
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ELY...Continued from page 1
about a dozen people 
spoke out against the 
zoning change and she 
took issue with the way 
the council is handling the 
offer. “There has been so 
much secrecy about this 
whole thing,” she said. 
“We’re not happy about 
it.” Campbell is leading 
a local limited liability 
corporation to buy the 
building, with a possible 
business plan now under 
development.

Any sale of the build-
ing will require approval 
of a new ordinance, which 
would require two readings 
and a public hearing.

“The Community 
Center has always been an 
anchor in our community. 
It has served the community 
for several generations,” 
Campbell said.

Campbell provided the 
Timberjay with a Linked-In 
summary page that offered 
more information on the 
K America Foundation’s 

plans for the facility. 
According to the page, 
the group seeks to launch 
two different youth camps 
focusing on language, 
arts, and technology. The 
camp will serve primarily 
Korean-American girls 
and Korean adoptees in 
the U.S., who will have 
the opportunity to learn 
the Korean language along 
with the arts, computer 
coding, film editing, and 
animation. 

The group’s apparent 
leader, known as Africa 
Yoon, is a former television 
host focused on health and 
wellness as well as past 
director of the New York 
AIDS Film Festival. Yoon 
is described as an “activist, 
bridging non-profit, culture 
and entertainment.”

The foundation would 
maintain its headquarters 
in the community center. 
“The K America head-
quarters is a 28,000 sq. ft. 
building that will transport 

its guests to Korea with its 
design-inspired Korean 
hanok houses, and like-ha-
nok houses, which draw 
their spirit alignment with 
nature, it is seated at the 
entrance of the Boundary 
Waters in Ely, Minnesota,” 
states the group on its 
Linked-In page.

Campbell read the 
Linked-In summary to 
the city council Tuesday 
night.  She also showed 
a photograph she said is 
an example of a “hanok” 
temple. “This is not what I 
envision at the Community 
Center,” she said. “My 
vision for the Community 
Center was very important 
in my mayoral campaign 
of 2012. I see the city as 
prosperous. I see the city 
welcoming tourists, fami-
lies, guests and jobs. I see 
a busy Community Center. 
Along with that plan I have 
proposed additional uses for 
the center and will present 
that in the near future.”

Mayor Chuck Novak 
reminded Campbell that the 
council does not take action 
on items submitted under 
the ‘request to appear” 
portion of the agenda. “This 
contract will be taken for 
consideration when we 
have more time to look at 
it,” he said. 

He also indicated that 
all offers to purchase the 
Community Center must 
be made through the broker, 
Steve Bragg, hired by 
the city of Ely to market 
the building. Campbell’s 
realtor, Andrea Zupancich, 
assured him that the offer 
was filed on Tuesday with 
the broker.

In regard to the offer 
to purchase proposal from 
K America Foundation, the 
council, at the beginning 
of the meeting, deleted the 
portion of the agenda where 
they planned to go into 
closed session to continue 
developing a counter offer.

Counc i l  member 

Al Forsman said that K 
America’s offer includes 
a business plan and other 
details. “To prepare these 
things, you definitely have 
your work cut out for you 
before our next meeting,” 
he told Campbell.

Novak said, “The 
council is looking to protect 
the best interests of the city 
when that property is sold, 
and you can’t just give us 
money and you get the 
building and we don’t care 
what happens to it. This is 
going to be a very serious 
discussion.”

City Attorney Kelly 
Klun noted that the city 
has been presented with a 
purchase agreement. “That 
is considered an offer, 
and we took that offer to 
closed session to develop 
a counter offer. A counter 
offer has not yet been sent 
to the proposed buyer,” she 
said. “That is something we 
anticipate doing shortly.”

Klun also asserted that 

any offers on the building 
must be presented to the 
council from the broker in 
order to be considered and 
acted upon. “Once we have 
a final purchase agreement 
executed by the council, 
that is our final stage. At 
this point we do not have 
that. I look to the broker 
to consider any offer his 
recommendations on what 
offers to consider,” she 
said.

Novak asked the city 
attorney to present the 
council with a letter of 
advice on how to proceed 
with the issue.

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Center has been empty for 
several years, following 
the relocation of the public 
library to a new build-
ing. Previous proposals to 
sell the building have not 
panned out. The city has 
stopped heating the build-
ing and has plans to remove 
the building’s propane tank 
before winter.

Virginia HHW Facility 
at the Regional Landfill 

5345 Regional Landfill Road 
Virginia, MN  55792 

(218) 741-8831 
Year round hours of Operation: 

Tuesdays & Saturdays 
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Hibbing HHW Facility 
at the Hibbing Transfer Station 

3994 Landfill Road 
Hibbing, MN 55746 

(218) 362-5922 
 Year round hours of Operation: 

Saturdays 
8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Bring them in to the  
St. Louis County Household 
Hazardous Waste Facility  
or a local collection near you! 
August 2018 
 

More info at www.stlouiscountymn.gov/hw 

Wed. August 1st 
10 am—1 pm 

French Canister Site 
(Side Lake) 

7150 Greenrock Rd. 
Side Lake 

Wed. August 8th 
10 am—1 pm 

Kabetogama Canister 
Site 

10280 Gamma Rd, 
Ray 

Thurs. August 23rd 
10 am—2 pm 

Cook Transfer Station 
2134 S. Beatty Rd. 

Cook 

Thurs. August 30th 
10 am—2 pm 

Northwoods Transfer 
Station 

9384 Hwy 21N, 
Ely 
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MINING...Continued from page 1

to respond to thousands 
of comments on its draft 
permit-to-mine, it faces 
requests for additional 
environmental review as 
well as a “pre-decisional” 
contested case hearing that 
would present factual dis-
putes between the agency 
and project critics before 
an administrative law 
judge. 

According to Assistant 
DNR Commissioner Barb 
Naramore, the DNR had 
hoped to issue a decision on 
whether to issue a permit-
to-mine this fall, but that 
decision would be delayed, 
possibly significantly, if 
the agency agrees to hold 
a contested case hearing. A 
decision on that question is 
also expected this fall. 

Meanwhile, Naramore 
said she expects the agency 
to issue a decision within 
days about whether to 
reopen the environmental 
review of the project, 
given the prospect that 
PolyMet will seek to sub-
stantially increase the scale 
and pace of mining in 
order to improve the proj-
ect’s financial viability. 
Attorney Paula Maccabee 
has submitted a petition 
to the DNR, as well as 
the U.S. Forest Service 
and the Army Corps, 
seeking a Supplemental 
EIS to address the new 
mine proposals outlined in 
PolyMet’s updated defin-
itive feasibility study, 
released in April. Those 
alternative proposals sug-
gested nearly doubling or 
even quadrupling the rate 
of mining at PolyMet’s 
NorthMet deposit to boost 
return on investment. 

Maccabee argues that 
federal law requires a 
supplemental EIS when a 
project proposer introduc-
es a substantial change in 
the plan.

The  permi t  tha t 
the DNR is expected to 

issue would only apply 
to a 32,000-ton per day 
mining operation, which 
PolyMet’s latest financial 
report suggests is only 
marginally profitable.

 
Land exchange 
uncertainty

While the U.S. Forest 
Service and PolyMet 
officially transferred title 
on approximately 6,600 
acres of land necessary 
for the project in late 
June, that transfer could 
still be unwound pending 
the outcome of ongoing 
lawsuits challenging the 
exchange on multiple 
fronts. Legislation that 
would have enacted the 
exchange into law and 
effectively wiped away the 
ongoing lawsuits, has been 
unsuccessful to date. 

The lawsuits have been 
stayed for more than a 
year in anticipation of 
congressional action, but 
they would presumably be 
reactivated when the current 
Congress ends four-and-a-
half months from now.

Both Water Legacy 
a n d  t h e  M i n n e s o t a 
Center for Environmental 
Advocacy are challeng-
ing the exchange under 
provisions of the Federal 
Management and Lands 
Policy Act, which requires 
equal valuation in federal 
land exchanges. While the 
exchange entails a roughly 
acre-for-acre swap, the 
groups contend that the 
value of the mineland 
surface rights provided by 
the U.S. Forest Service to 
PolyMet, are substantially 
higher than the timberland 
surface rights that the Forest 
Service is receiving. 

The project requires a 
land exchange to resolve 
a conflict between the 
federal law governing the 
federal lands in question, 
known as the Weeks Act, 

and PolyMet’s plan for an 
open pit mine.

 
Financial viability

Perhaps the biggest 
remaining hurdle for the 
NorthMet is the diminished 
financial viability of the 
project. The cost to build 
the mine has escalated 
sharply from a 2012 esti-
mate of about $650 million, 
to $945 million today 
according to the financial 
assessment issued in April 
2018 as part of the com-
pany’s updated feasibility 
study, known as a 43-101 
Technical Report. And that 
figure does not include the 
cost of building a hydro-
metallurgical processing 
facility, which would add 
another $259 million to 
the cost of construction, 
pushing the final price tag 
to just over $1.2 billion.

Meanwhile, lower 
metal prices, particularly 
for nickel, have cut antic-
ipated financial returns 
from the mine almost in 
half. And those estimates 
are based on copper and 
nickel price assumptions 
that are higher than current 
prices. In the past, the 
company has taken a more 
conservative approach to 
metal price assumptions.

The latest report pegs 
copper prices at $3.22 
per pound, up from the 
current price of $2.79 per 
pound. Copper prices have 
averaged just under $3 per 
pound over the past year. 
The report also assumes 
an average nickel price of 
$7.95 per pound, well above 
the current nickel price of 
$6.22 per pound. Copper 
and nickel would provide 
more than three-quarters 
of the revenue from the 
proposed mine. 

Company officials 
contend that metal prices 
are likely to rise during 
the lifespan of the mine, 

fueled by the anticipated 
boom in electric vehicles. 
Those vehicles require 
large amounts of copper, 
nickel and cobalt, accord-
ing to company officials.

The lower revenues 
and higher projected costs 
put the mine’s internal rate 
of return at 9.6 percent, 
well below the 30.6 percent 
return projected in its 2008 
financial report, although 
the return could improve to 
an estimated 10.3 percent 
if PolyMet opts to build its 
own hydrometallurgical 
processing facility.

PolyMet officials 
maintain that the project 
remains viable at its 
current proposed mining 
rate of 32,000 tons per 
day. Most financial ana-
lysts, however, consider a 
return on investment of ten 
percent to be well below 
the level that investors 
expect to see in a high-
risk venture, like a mine. 
In 2014, a pre-feasibility 
study produced by Duluth 
Metals for the Twin Metals 
project suggested a rate of 
return of 13.6 percent on an 
investment of $2.8 billion, 
which most investors saw 
as lacking viability. Within 
weeks, the stock price of 
Duluth Metals had col-
lapsed, and the venture was 
assumed for pennies on the 
dollar by Antofagasta.

PolyMet’s disappoint-
ing financial outlook could 
affect more than just inves-
tors. Should the state of 
Minnesota issue a permit-
to-mine for the project, 
it will include financial 
assurance requirements 
totaling more than $500 
million by the second year 
of operation and up to a 
billion dollars by year ten 
of the project. 

The DNR is allowing 
PolyMet to post most of 
those funds in the form of 
letters of credit or surety 
bonds, but financial consul-

tants retained by the DNR 
have previously expressed 
doubt about the compa-
ny’s ability to obtain such 
financial instruments on 
its own. “Due to numerous 
mine bond forfeitures that 
caused considerable losses 
to the surety industry, it has 
now become more difficult 
for mining companies to 
obtain surety bonds,” noted 
the consultants in a report 
issued in late 2016. “For 
a small or new mining 
company like PolyMet it 
would be very difficult 
to obtain a reclamation 
bond if there is any risk of 
bankruptcy, which would 
be indicated if the financing 
or economics are not solid. 
It would be even more diffi-
cult to find a surety willing 
to guarantee a long-term 
financial assurance liability 
unless the project’s eco-
nomics are very strong.”

The consultants drafted 
their conclusions prior to 
PolyMet’s release of its 
updated plan, which showed 
much weaker returns than 
earlier projections. 

D N R  o f f i c i a l s 
acknowledge the issue. 
“Our understanding is that 
a junior mining company, 
such as PolyMet, might 
have difficulty obtaining 
the necessary surety bonds 
at a cost it can afford and 
that pricing would likely 
be more affordable for a 
larger, better capitalized 
company,” said Naramore.

Glencore, PolyMet’s 
chief financial backer and 
largest shareholder, could 
potentially be in a position 
to put up its own assets as 
part of a financial assurance 
package. But that could 
well be complicated by yet 
another potential hurdle 
for the PolyMet project— 
Glencore itself.

Glencore faces 
investigation

As the Timberjay 
reported last month, 
Glencore is being inves-
tigated by the U.S. Justice 
Department for violations 
of the Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act and U.S. 
laws prohibiting money 
laundering stemming from 
its acquisitions of mining 
properties in Nigeria, the 
Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC), and 
Venezuela. 

While Glencore has 
yet to be charged with 
any crime in the case, 
Tuesday’s announcement 
certainly raises the possibil-
ity. Glencore was founded 
by fugitive financier and 
hedge fund magnate Marc 
Rich. According to the 
New York Times, the 
company has long shown 
a “higher tolerance for 
politically murky situa-
tions, which translates into 
a willingness to venture 
into countries where rivals 
will not. That has enabled 
it to set up shop in Congo 
and Venezuela, securing 
valuable footholds in min-
eral-rich countries.”

PolyMet officials have 
not commented publicly on 
the Glencore investigation, 
even though their project 
is inextricably tied to the 
company. 

Depending on the 
results of the investiga-
tion, the company could 
face fines or sanctions 
on its activities in the 
U.S., which could put the 
PolyMet project at risk. As 
the project’s chief finan-
cial backer, Glencore has 
loaned over $225 million 
to PolyMet and currently 
owns about one-third of 
PolyMet’s stock. 

The company has rep-
resentation on the board 
of directors and has an 
off-take agreement giving 
the company rights to 100 
percent of the production 
of the mine.

2018 BOAT DECONTAMINATION STATION LOCATIONS/TIMES
Ely Area: Van Vac Road Public Landing: Daily, 8 AM-6 PM 

Sandy Point Public Landing: Fri-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Lake Vermilion Tower: Y-Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6PM

Lake Vermilion Cook: Country Store: Thurs-Sun, 8 AM-6 PM
Gilbert/Eveleth Area: Lake Ore-Be-Gone: Fri-Sun, 10 AM-6 PM



Mining 
employment 
largely unchanged

Mining employment 
has increased marginally 
since the first quarter of 
2017, when state payroll 
records showed 3,285 
people working in the 
mining sector in St. Louis 
County. As of the first 
quarter of this year, which 
is the most recent data 
available from employers’ 
payroll records, a total of 
3,400 people worked in 
mining in the county, an 
increase of 115 jobs, or 
3.5 percent year-to-year. 
Other state data, which 
is based on surveys of 
employers, suggests that 
just 21 jobs in the mining 
and logging sector (which 
are a combined category 
for some employment 
statistics) have been added 
in the past year, from July 
2017 to July 2018.

Employer survey data 
suggests that the number 
of workers in the mining 
sector remains well below 
the level of mid-2015, 
which was before the 
most recent mining down-
turn. According to survey 
data from the Department 
of  Employment and 
Economic Development, 
mining and logging 
employment statewide 
hit 7,610 workers as of 
July 2015. But shutdowns 
of several mining opera-
tions in late 2015 took a 
toll on mine workers in 
the region. While some 
operations, such as Keetac, 
reopened in March 2017, 
scram mining operations 
on the West Range and 
Mesabi Nugget near Hoyt 
Lakes remain shuttered.

Last month, a full 
three years after the down-
turn began, that same 
state employment survey 
found 6,799 workers in the 
mining and logging sector, 
an 11-percent decline over 
the period, representing 
811 jobs. Other data show 

a more stable picture. State 
payroll records, which can 
zero in on mining jobs 
alone, show little change 
in mining employment in 
St. Louis County since the 
first quarter of 2015, when 
3,345 employees worked 
in mining. Those numbers 
dipped to 2,900 in 2016, 
mostly as a result of layoffs 
at Keetac and Northshore, 
but those workers have 
since been called back, 
which has returned mining 
employment to 3,400, or 
roughly pre-downturn 
levels. Still, there’s no evi-
dence of a boom in mining 
on the Iron Range. Rather 
the data points to normal 
recovery in the wake of the 
2015 downturn. 

So, if there are few, 
if any, additional miners 
at work on the Iron Range 
today as three years ago, 
what accounts for the 
improving employment 
picture on the Iron Range?

Unemployment 
rate may be 
misleading

Turns out, there is 
likely more than one 
factor at play in the 
seeming improvement 
in employment in the 
region. “Sometimes the 
unemployment rate isn’t 
the full picture,” said Erik 
White, an employment 
analyst for the Department 
of  Employment and 
Economic Development, 
based in Duluth.

The unemployment 
rate, it turns out, is based on 
a phone survey, conducted 
by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, which asks 
individuals whether they 
are employed. It also asks 
whether they are active-
ly seeking work. Those 
who are no longer in the 
workforce, because they 
have retired, have become 
disabled or disenchanted 
with their job prospects, 
are not included among 
the number of people 

considered unemployed. 
A n d  t h a t  m a y 

be a significant factor 
behind the recent decline 
in the unemployment 
rate on the Iron Range. 
“The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics numbers are 
tricky,” said Mark Phillips, 
Commissioner of the 
IRRRB. “Unemployment 
doesn’t count people who 
are not looking for work,” 
he said. And several 
factors may be boosting 
the number of people who 
are leaving the workforce, 
including the ongoing 
transition of the region’s 
sizable population of baby 
boomers into retirement. 
“We’ve also had a pop-
ulation decline,” noted 
Phillips, another factor that 
eliminates people from the 
region’s workforce. 

At the same time, 
other issues, such as the 
lack of affordable child-
care, are posing a road-
block to employment for 
some residents. “We’re 
working on the child-
care issue,” said Phillips, 
“because we know that’s 

an issue.” For now, the 
IRRRB is focused on 
funding for infrastructure 
for childcare facilities, 
rather than operational 
support. “We’re not a 
social service agency, so 
we can’t help in the long-
term,” he added. 

Employer payroll 
data suggests that across 
St. Louis County, in all 
economic sectors, there 
are very few additional 
workers on the job today 
compared to last year, or 
even three years ago. In 
fact, as of the first quarter 
of 2018, state records show 
that 96,268 people were 
actively employed in St. 
Louis County in all sectors 
of the economy. That’s 
actually down slightly 
from the 96,376 who were 
on the job at the same 
period last year, although 
it’s up marginally from the 
95,163 who were working 
at the same period in 2015.

Some sectors have 
experienced relatively 
robust job growth in the 
region in recent years, but 
those gains have frequent-

ly been offset by losses in 
other sectors. 

Over the past three 
years, the leisure and 
hospitality sector has hired 
over 900 new workers in 
the county, including 500 
in just the past year. The 
health care sector has 
added nearly 600 jobs since 
2015, while manufacturers 
in the county have added 
300. An additional 210 
construction workers are 
also on the job compared 
to last year. Those sectors 
combined have added over 
2,000 jobs in the county 
over the past three years, 
which has helped to offset 
job losses in some sectors, 
including professional and 
business services and retail 
trade, which have lost a 
combined 1,200 jobs since 
2015.

Workforce 
struggles

The available data 
suggest that recent reduc-
tions in the unemployment 
rate in the region is more a 
reflection of a drop in the 

number of people actively 
seeking employment than 
growth in the number of 
people on the job. And 
it’s that decline or lack of 
growth in the workforce 
that is continuing to plague 
employers in the region 
as they struggle to fill job 
openings. 

According to Erik 
White, from DEED, the 
current job vacancy rate of 
one-to-one, which means 
one job opening for every 
available worker, is highly 
unusual and reflects the 
current tightness of the 
region’s job market. A few 
years ago, notes White, 
there were 10 available 
workers for every job 
opening.  

For White, the wave of 
baby boomer retirements 
is behind much of the 
trend. “We have an aging 
workforce,” he said.  “It 
definitely shows there’s 
room for improvement.” 
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18-OC17 Ely

August 31 – September 2, 2018 
YMCA Camp du Nord  

Okee Dokee Brothers 
HALEY • jeremy messersmith

John Munson • Matt Wilson • Lucy Michelle
Roe Family Singers • Chris Koza • Ben Weaver

Humbird • Benny David

FAMILY MUSIC FESTIVAL IN ELY

Tickets at festdunord2018.brownpapertickets.com

Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital 
would like to hear from you! 

Please join us for a  
 

Community Forum 

Tower/Soudan 
Tuesday, August 28, 2018 

5:30pm-7:00pm 
At the Tower Civic Center 

We want to hear about your experiences at EBCH and what you would 
like to see from us as we look to the future! 

We value your feedback! 
 Positive or Negative  

 Share Publicly or Anonymously  

If you are unable to attend but would still like to share your thoughts: 
Mail: 

Ely-Bloomenson Community Hospital 
Community Forum 
328 West Conan St. 

Ely, MN 55731 
Phone: 

218-365-8787 
Website: 

www.ebch.org  

JOBS...Continued from page 1

Estate Planning
• General Questions
• Wills
•  Trusts
•  Power of Attorney
•  Health Care Declaration
•  Cabin Succession Planning

1 E. Chapman Street
P.O. Box 240 • Ely, MN 55731

218-365-3221
877-365-3221 Toll-free  •  218-365-5866 Fax

KELLY KLUN
Attorney At Law

Complimentary 15 Minute Consultation

Subscribe to the Timberjay 218-753-2950



COOK - Boaters and enthu-
siasts alike will have a chance to 
view antique and classic wooden 
boats on Lake Vermilion this 
Labor Day weekend.

The 29th annual Lake 
Vermilion Antique and Classic 
Boat show will have a few dozen 
boats on display on Sunday, 
Sept. 2, from noon to 4 p.m., at 

the Landing Restaurant, located 
seven miles north of Cook on 
Hwy. 24. 

“Everyone there who is 
bringing a boat is pretty proud 
of what they have,” co-orga-
nizer Jeff Stebbins said. “There 
is always a good story with 
every boat purchase. Many of 
the people who display do the 
restoration themselves. There 
is a misconception that owning 
a wood boat is a lot of work to 
maintain.”

He said while the resto-
ration work can be hard, once 
that is done, the maintenance 
on the craft is quite easy. He 
added many of the boaters have 
some prior experience with 
woodworking.

Stebbins said the majority 
of the work in restoring the boats 
is done by the boaters them-
selves, and most are self-taught. 
Many are also part of the local 
chapter of the Boat Restoration 
Society, which is nationally 

based out of Clayton, N.Y.
This year’s show will not 

only feature antique boats, but 
also honorary sponsors  includ-
ing the Lake Vermilion Fire 
Brigade, which will show off 
much of the equipment they use 
when fighting fires on the lake. 

The Vermil ion Lake 
Association will also have a 
table set up for people to obtain 
more information on their proj-
ects. A special lunch will also be 
served at the Landing Restaurant 
beginning at 11 a.m. with live 
music performed by the band, 
Bittersweet.

Stebbins said it is a miscon-
ception that when people attend 
the show, all of the boats are 
made of wood. And while the 
show does have the reputation as 
a “wooden” boat show, several 
other types are showcased 
including early aluminum boats 

designed and constructed after 
the Second World War.Stebbins 
said, though there is something 
special about the wooden boats, 
and they still do make up the 
majority of the boats shown

“The old boats please all of 
the senses,” he said. “There is 
nothing like a ride on the boats, 
or the smell of mahogany and 
varnish.”

For many, the show also 
serves as a gateway into the 
hobby, allowing them to ask 
questions of real boat owners 
before deciding if the hobby is 
worth it.

“Some may already have 
grandpa’s boat and don’t know 
where to start,” Stebbins said. 
“Others don’t have anything 
and are interested in getting 
involved in the hobby.”

Many of the boat owners 
are happy to share their expe-
rience.

For those wishing to attend, 
the cost is free. For more 
information on the show, call 
Stebbins at 218-666-5556 or 
email him at jstebbins@gen-
tryconstruction.com. For boat 
owners, the cost to show their 
boat is $45 and includes dinner 
for two. 

FIELD TWP – For the Grizzlies, 
meeting expectations in next 
Thursday’s season opener against 
Cromwell-Wright could be the major 
challenge after last year’s Section 
7 Nineman football championship. 
Players and fans may have to adjust to 
a new normal after the team lost eight 
seniors, including standout quarterback 
Tate Olson, runningback Brendan 
Parson and fullback Garrett Abramson, 
to graduation. 

Head Coach John Jirik said he 
knows his team, unlike last year, prob-
ably won’t be favored in many of this 
season’s matchups. “We have lots of 
positions to fill and have quite a few 
players working hard to earn spots,” 
he said. “Our strength will be speed. 
Our area in need of improvement is 
experience. We can only improve as 
we learn from game situations and 
practice throughout the season.”

Only five starters from last season, 
all seniors, are taking the field this year. 
Senior Chase Kleppe will take the snaps 
and he’ll find a likely target in senior 
Tanner Barto, whose sure hands at wide 
receiver proved an effective weapon 
for the Grizzlies last year. Kleppe will 

also play as a defensive linebacker. 
Returning defensive starters include 
tackle Hayden Picek, linebacker Jake 
Hyppa and Trevor Morrison at end.

“We’re looking to improve each 
week,” Jirik said. “Our goal is to be 
highly competitive by playoff time.”

The season will also see the 
Grizzlies play an 11-man game against 
International Falls on Sept. 28. 

Kickoff for next week’s game 
against Cromwell-Wright will be at 7 
p.m. at North Woods.
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Football

Volleyball

Thursday Aug. 30
North Woods hosts 
Cromwell-Wright, 7 p.m.

Ely at Ogilvie, 7 p.m.

Sports 
week

Know your rights when selecting caregivers
ELDER ABUSE

AT PRACTICE

 Cross Country

by Marcus White
Cook/Orr Editor

Monday Aug. 27
North Woods hosts 
Mt. Iron - Buhl,  7 p.m.

NE Range hosts Ely,
7 p.m.

Tuesday Aug. 28
North Woods hosts 
I-Falls, 7 p.m.

Thursday Aug. 30
North Woods & NE 
Range at Cook County, 
2 p.m.

Ely at Virginia, 10 a.m.

Grizzlies work to build 
experience using speed

Coach John Jirik works with 
players during practice.
photo by C. Stone

North Woods volleyball players practice. 
photo by C. Stone

Above: Ely quarter-
back, Bryce Longwell, 
prepares for the 
season opener on 
the road next week 
against Ogilvie High 
School.
photo by K. Vandervort

by Marcus White
Cook/Orr Editor

Below: Brielle Kall-
berg goes for a spike. 
photo by K. Vandervort

Lake Vermilion Antique and 
Classic Boat Show sets sail 

Crowds look on from the 
docks at the boat show’s 
famous wooden boats, 
many of which are re-
stored by their owners. 
file photo

REGIONAL- When Bonnie 
Adams, of Eagles Nest, hired care-
givers for her childless, elderly aunt 
who lived near Ely, she said she 
wished she had known more about 
the laws regarding legal guardianship 
versus power of attorney. Adams 
gave her aunt’s new caregivers power 
of attorney, but soon discovered that 
in doing so, she had sharply limited 
her own rights and abilities to oversee 

the care of her aunt.
Adams made an unannounced 

visit to her aunt’s home one day, 
with a treat from Dairy Queen. That’s 
when the caregivers insisted that she 
was not allowed inside the house 
without their permission.

“They had power of attorney 
and kept throwing that in my face 
when I had questions,” Adams said. 
“It turns out the caregivers were not 
feeding her properly, were locking 
up her phone, and leaving her alone 
overnight without access to food or 
water,” Adams said. In addition, the 

caregivers were steadily depleting 
her aunt’s bank account. Adams 
said her aunt, who suffered from 
severe short-term memory issues, 
was unable to tell her about what was 
happening in her own home.

Eventually, her aunt’s bank noti-
fied social services, after becoming 
suspicious of weekly withdrawals 
in the thousands of dollars. At that 
point, Adams became her aunt’s legal 
guardian, something she wished she 

See ABUSE...pg 2B

ANTIQUE BOATS RETURN

SPORTS

by Jodi Summit
Tower-Soudan Editor



had become when her aunt 
first needed in-home care.

“Her house was 
stripped of everything, 
“Adams said. “They had 
even bought my aunt a 
$50,000 car that they 
were using.” Adams’ aunt 
had dementia and had 
not been able to drive in 
many years. In the end, the 
caregivers stole as much 
as a million dollars, and 
unsuccessfully tried to 
gain title to some of her 
aunt’s rural property.

The caregivers were 
charged with counts of 
theft and neglect but ended 
up with only a slap on the 
wrist. They were banned 
from being caregivers or 
working in the nursing 
profession for three years, 
according to Adams.

Her aunt is now 
deceased, but Adams 
hopes that their story will 
help others struggling to 
care for elderly relatives.

Guardianship 101
David  Vuke l i ch 

is Supervisor of Adult 
Protection Guardianship 
for St. Louis County, 
based out of Duluth. 
County officials work with 
approximately 10,000 
people each year, about 
five percent of the coun-
ty’s population. And while 
many of the adults they 
work with struggle with 
mental health or chemical 
dependency issues, many 
are vulnerable senior 
citizens.

T h e  f i r s t  s t e p , 
Vukelich said, if someone 
suspects an elderly person 

is being abused or neglect-
ed is to contact adult abuse 
reporting hotlines (see 
below). While the county 
is only responsible for 
seniors are classified as 
vulnerable adults, help is 
available for any senior 
through a network of 
non-profit organizations, 
he said.

Vukelich stressed that 
relatives can become legal 
guardians while not taking 
on the caretaker role. In 
addition, a conservator can 
be appointed to deal with 
financial matters. Many 
families choose to desig-
nate one family member as 
legal guardian and another 
as conservator, he said.

There are several 
types of guardianship, 
some more limited than 
others.

“Guardianship is a 
court process,” he said. 
There are background 
checks and investigations 
by social services to make 
sure the person truly is in 
need of guardianship help, 
and that the guardian is fit 
to act in that role.

“Power of attorney 
is a simpler document,” 
he said. “And it can be 
rescinded at any time. It 
gives limited authority 
to do things like pay bills 
and work with medical 
providers.”

Vukelich said a recent 
change in Minnesota law 
gives financial institutions 
the ability to refer cases 

of suspected elder fraud 
to social services without 
having to worry about 
legal liability (as long as 
it is done in good faith).

County social workers 
investigate reports of mal-
treatment for those con-
sidered to be vulnerable 
adults. 

A vulnerable adult is 
anyone 18 years or older 
who:

 Lives in a facility 
such as a nursing home, 
assisted living, or adult 
foster care.

 Receives  licensed 
services in their home such 
as nursing visits.

 Has a physical or 
mental dysfunction that 
impairs their ability to 
care for themselves, and 
protect themselves from 
maltreatment.

Abuse includes:
 Physical Abuse: 

slapping, hitting, kicking, 
punching, pinching, etc

 Sexual Abuse: 
inappropriate touching, 
fondling, forcible sex

Emotional Abuse: 
yelling, harassing, threat-
ening, put-downs, name 
calling, isolation

Caregiver Neglect: 
a caregiver not supplying 
adequate food, clothing, 
shelter, medical services 
or supervision

 Self-Neglect: a 
person living in unin-
habitable conditions, 
not attending to medical 
needs, not taking medi-

cations, etc.
 F i n a n c i a l 

Exploitation: spend-
ing a vulnerable adult’s 
funds without permis-
sion, taking their Social 
Security checks, abusing 
power of attorney, and not 
providing for a vulnerable 
adult’s needs.

 The Minnesota 
Vulnerable Adults Act 
provides immunity from 
civil and criminal liability 
when a report is submitted 
in good faith. The identity 
of the reporter is always 
kept confidential.

Learn more
 If you suspect an 

emergency, dial 911
      Volunteers 

of America Minnesota 
has recently set up a 
guardianship information 
line, 1-844-333-1748. 
Volunteers of America 

offers many services and 
will make referrals back 
to St. Louis County, if 
needed.

     Minnesota Elder 
Justice Center now has  a 
Guardianship Complaint 
Advocate.  This may be 
helpful for people who 
need an advocate or just 
want to understand their 
rights while under guard-
ianship.  The current staff 
person is Cate Boyko and 
her number is 651-440-
9310.

   When a person is 
concerned that a vulner-
able adult is not able to 
meet their own needs and/
or being exploited or mal-
treated by someone, they 
should call the Minnesota 
Adult Abuse Reporting 
Center (MAARC),  1-844-
880-1574. 

        The Minnesota 
Judicial Branch website: 

http://www.mncourts.
gov/GetForms.aspx has 
all the required documents 
for people who are pursu-
ing guardianship and/or 
conservatorship.  Often- 
times people are able 
to navigate this system 
without assistance. 

  T h e  B e t t e r 
Business Bureau has a 
“scam tracker” to help 
detect financial scams 
that may target vulnerable 
as well as independent 
adults. https://www.bbb.
org/scamtracker/us.

 St. Louis County 
Adult Services can be 
found online at https://
www.stlouiscountymn.
gov/departments-a-z/
public-health-human-ser-
vices/adult-services or 
by calling 218-726-2366. 
Crisis helpline is 218-
288-2100
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ABUSE...Continued from page 1B

WINTON - For almost two 
decades,  the Boundary Waters 
Blues Fest has been entertaining 
the people of the north woods 
with some of the best blues music 
and top musicians from across 
the country and beyond.

The stage is set against 
the beautiful backdrop of 
Fall Lake, in the heart of the 
Superior National Forest, at the 
Longbranch Events Center in 
Winton 

 “Aside from the beauty 
of the Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area Wilderness, what really 
sets this event apart is its fami-
ly-friendly, backyard blues party 
atmosphere,” said organizer and 
promoter Mike Jankovec. 

“New this year is Scott 
Holt, who is Buddy Guy’s main 
man. He puts on a great show,” 
he said. “Our attendees are like 
old friends that gather each 

year in celebration of the blues 
and welcome you to join the 
party. After the music, we all 
enjoy walking around and visit-
ing with folks around campfires. 
Sometimes the musicians will 
even hang around at the fire for 
a little fireside acoustic jam.” 

Those that prefer not to 
stay at the on-site campground 

can drive or shuttle to nearby 
Ely, just five miles west of the 
event site, and enjoy restaurants, 
shopping, lodging and many 
other attractions. Resort cabins 
and additional campgrounds are 
also available in the surrounding 
area.

 “Any Boundary Waters 
Blues Festival veteran can tell 

you, we have the most unique 
and friendly blues festival any-
where, and the music quality is 
always over the top,” Jankovec 
said. “We are not a huge corpo-
rate-run event with strict rules 
and over-policing. We simply 
look out for each other and help 
each other have a good time.” 

The 18th BW Blues Fest 
begins with an indoor kickoff 
party on Thursday, Aug. 30, at 
the Longbranch.  Friday, Aug. 
31 and Saturday, Sept. 1 are the 
two “outdoor main stage days.”

The 2018 Boundary Waters 
Blues Fest lineup:

-Thursday kickoff party, 
Aug. 30

7 p.m. - Tru Blu North
10 p.m. - To be announced
Friday Aug. 31
1 - 2:30 p.m. - Mojo Stereo
3 - 4:30 p.m. - Virgil Caine
5 - 6:30 p.m. - Brian 

Naughton
7 - 8:30 p.m. - Paul Mayasich
9 - 10:30 p.m. Rocco 

Calipari and the Head Honchos
Saturday, Sept 1
1 - 2:30 p.m. - Tru Blu North
3 - 4:30 p.m. - Dee Miller
5 - 6:30 p.m. - Boom Boom 

Steve V & the Knockouts
7 - 8:30 p.m. - Craig Clark 

Band
9 - 10:30 p.m. - Scott Holt, 

featuring Joey Flip
For more information and 

tickets, go to www.elyblues.
com,  call 218-349-5520, or 
email info@rangeblues.com.

Labor Day Boundary Waters Blues Fest returns 
by KEITH VANDERVORT
Ely Editor

Scott Holt performs with his electric guitar. submitted photo

At left: Virgil Cane, one of 
the bands performing. 
submitted photo

Buy a NEW, RENEWING, 
or GIFT Subscription to

The Timberjay...
and receive a FREE ticket to the 

2018 Minnesota Renaissance
Festival in Shakopee.

This isn’t a drawing!
Anyone requesting a ticket under 

this promotion can claim one, 
while supplies last.

Supplies are limited, 
so hurry in today!

Subscription prices: 
$37 in-county

$52 out-of-county

The Timberjay
414 Main Street, Tower, MN 55790
218-753-2950 or editor@timberjay.com

Each ticket

is a $24.95
value!

Visit the Renaissance Festival          
ON US!

If you’re headed to the 
festival, don’t miss out 

on this 

GREAT
Subscription

Deal!

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/19/2018 North

The University of Minnesota is examining the effects of 
remote health monitoring for people with memory loss 
and their family members. Learn more about participating 
in this free study by contacting Professor Joe Gaugler at 
612.626.2485 or gaug0015@umn.edu.

Visit h�p://eneighborstudy.org to learn more

Are you caring for a person with memory loss? 
Would you like more help?

Your newspaper has agreed to participate in the Minnesota Display Ad Network program by running 
these ads in the main news section of your newspaper (not the classified section of your newspaper). 
At times, advertisers may request a specific section.  However, the decision is ultimately up to each 
newspaper. Ads may need to be decreased/increased slightly in size to fit your column sizes. Please 
do not bill for these ads. If you have questions, please call MNA at 800/279-2979.  Thank you.

The
Minnesota

Display Ad
Network

MDAN ads to run ONE TIME, the week beginning 8/19/2018 North

The University of Minnesota is examining the effects of 
remote health monitoring for people with memory loss 
and their family members. Learn more about participating 
in this free study by contacting Professor Joe Gaugler at 
612.626.2485 or gaug0015@umn.edu.

Visit h�p://eneighborstudy.org to learn more

Are you caring for a person with memory loss? 
Would you like more help?

The
Timberjay
classified
ads reach 
readers 

of all three
editions 

every week.

Call 753-2950 
to place 

yours now!
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1-800-662-5700
Spring Park Rd.

Mt. Iron, MN  55768

• PUMPS
• WELLS

• HYDRO-FRACKING

Serving  Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner
Open Daily 6:30 AM to 9:30 PM

7632 County Road 424
Crane Lake, MN 55725
800-433-0743

www.nelsonsresort.com

Steve Johnson
on the piano

Smorgasbord
Starts June 28

until August 16
5:30 & 7:30 Seatings

John Seny-new head chef
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Don't miss the Embarrass Region Fair this weekend

E M B A R R A S S - 
Two Minnesota Vikings 
Cheerleaders, Caitlin and 
Leah I. will make appear-
ances at the Embarrass 
Region Fair. See them 
Saturday at the Mud Run 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., at Wizard King 
Inflatables from 4 – 6 p.m. 
or Sunday during the Field 
of Dreams from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. and 1 – 3 p.m. 
at the Timber Hall. The 
cheerleaders will be selling 
official Minnesota Vikings 
Cheerleader calendars, 
posing for photos with you 
and your family, signing 
autographs, and enjoying 
the fair.

General info
The Embarrass Fair 

has something for every-
one to enjoy. Come for 
some fun. Admission 
will only cost you $4 this 
year and that buys you a 
whole day’s worth of fun; 
children 10 and under are 
free with a paid adult. New 
this year is a $10 weekend 
wristband.

The fair, which runs 
Friday, Aug. 24 to Sunday, 
Aug. 26 is celebrating its 
79th year. The fair fea-
tures a dunk tank for ALS 
all weekend, pony rides, 
a mud run, demolition 
derby, a wide variety of fair 
foods, the Flying Finn 5K, 
animals, many exhibits, 
and much, much more.

Fair food will be pro-
vided by Becky’s Oriental, 
Saigon Café, Greek Foods 
by Bobby, The Dog House, 
The Nutty Minnesotan, 
4-H Pop Stand, and new 
this year, Flakes! Finely 
Shaved Ice. 

The Timber Hall will 
be filled with vendors 
selling canned and baked 
goods, homemade crafts, 
books, jewelry, massage, 
photography and more.

The livestock build-
ing is open Saturday and 
Sunday; stop by to get 
to know many different 
animals which may include 

cows, sheep, lambs, goats, 
llamas, alpacas, horses, 
ponies, rabbits, chickens, 
ducks, geese, and turkeys. 

A beer garden will 
be available Friday, 2 to 
8 p.m., Saturday, 12 – 6 
p.m. and Sunday 12 – 4 
p.m. The beer garden is 
operated by the Babbitt 
Lions Club; all profits are 
used to fund local needs 
and charities. 

Wizards Kingdom 
Inflatables opens at 3 p.m. 
Friday, and will be open 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Friday, Aug. 24
Team penning begins 

at 4 p.m. and continues 
until dusk, with sign-up 
starting at 2 p.m. The 
event is open to all ages 
and experience levels, so 
all area horse enthusiasts 
are welcome to give it a 
try.  The cost to enter is $10 
per rider per run, plus the 
fair gate fee. Cash prizes 
for each run, trophy buckle 
for the fastest time each 
day, and $300 prize for the 
fastest time for the event.  

There will be live, 
family-friendly music on 
stage from 3-9 p.m. on 
Friday featuring Amanda 

Rae from 3 – 4 p.m, 5-Oh! 
from 5 – 7 p.m., and 
Cowboy Angel Blue from 
7 – 9 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 25
A dog show, featur-

ing the beloved doggies 
of youth 16 and under 
will take place at 10 a.m. 
Registration is strictly 
between 9 and 9:45 a.m. 
Participants will need an 
up-to-date written certifi-
cate of rabies vaccination. 

The 38th Annual 
Flying Finn 5K Run-
Walk begins at 9:30 a.m. 
on Saturday. The Flying 
Finn start and registration 
are located across Hwy. 
21 from the fairgrounds. 
A $50 award goes to the 
first male and first female 
finishers. First, second, 
and third-place medal-
lions are given in each of 
the six age divisions. All 
participants will receive a 
Flying Finn T-shirt. Cost 
is $25. Call Holly Johnson 
at 218-780-6633 or email 
hsjohnson6980@gmail.
com for more information.

Races For All Ages 
start at 11 a.m. Games 
include baby crawl, bean 
bag toss, running, sawdust 
scramble, gunny sack race, 

wheelbarrow race, three-
legged race, shoe kick, and 
a water balloon toss. Cash 
prizes for all categories. 

The Tony Morshing 
Memorial Mud Run starts 
at 12:30 p.m. with a $10 
admission fee, ages 10 
and under are free with 
a paid adult. The Mud 
Run features a standard 
4x4 run and a fast track. 
Those who wish to enter 
may do so from 8:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m.

Team penning contin-
ues Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., with sign-up 
starting at 9 a.m. Bingo 
goes from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

S a t u r d a y  N i g h t 
Country Live goes from 4 
p.m. to 10 p.m. featuring 
Mel Annala, Hutter Bunch, 
40 Below, and Granite 
Road. 
Sunday, Aug. 26

The Classic Field of 
Dreams Car and Truck 
Show starts its 79th year 
at 9 a.m. and concludes 
with an awards ceremo-
ny at 2 p.m. This year 
the show is featuring an 
open class with all cars, 
pickups, street rods, and 
special interest; three tro-
phies are given including 
a “Cheerleaders Choice,” 

chosen by the Minnesota 
Vikings Cheerleaders. 

Demolition Derby 
begins at 12:30 p.m. with 
an admission fee of $5. 
Bring your lawn chairs. 
Entry fee is $20.

A horseshoe tour-
nament starts at 11 a.m.; 
entrance fee is $10 per 
person. Play singles or 

doubles, double elimina-
tion, and win cash prizes. 

The horse show begins 
at 8 a.m. Bingo goes from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Karaoke 
contest sign up begins at 
10 a.m., singing goes from 
12-3 p.m. Community 
quilt raffle is at 2 p.m. 
Parade starts at 4 p.m. 

EMBARRASS

PO Box 185, Orr, MN • www.melgeorges.com 
218-374-3621 or 1-800-205-9001

LIVE MUSIC
6-9 PM

Beefeater
Brothers

Thursday, August 30

BURGER & WING NIGHT!

Battle Axe Pub
Bow Blast

Cock-A-Doodle-Zoo
Magic the Live Unicorn

Ye Old Bingo
Mermaids, Fairies, 

Vikings & much more!

New for 2018

Open Saturdays and Sundays August 18th-September 30th 
Plus Labor Day and Festival Friday, September 28th 

Rain or Shine  9am-7pm RenaissanceFest.com 
952-445-7361 FREE Parking

Full Contact Live Jousting ● 16 Stages of Exciting 
Entertainment ● 50 FREE Family Friendly Activities

250 Artisans for Endless Shopping ● Enjoy Craft Beer 
& Feast Like A King

2018     Minnesota

BIRD
SEED

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Vermilion Housing Corporation
currently is taking applications for

1 and 2 bedroom apartments in
Tower and Soudan.

RENT SUBSIDY AVAILABLE
CALL 218-753-6111

Please leave your name and address
and application form will be sent.

Come Celebrate Labor Day With Us!

Friday, August 31 • FISH FRY at Voyagaire
Trading Post Run begins at

Anderson Outfitters-pick up your map.

Saturday, Sept. 1 • PANCAKE BREAKFAST     
     at the Chapel; Guided Trail Hike;

    Arrowhead Hunt at Pine Point Lodge;
   Music at Voyagaire

Sunday, Sept. 2 • 5th ANNUAL-5K WALK-RUN
at Nelson’s Resort with Bloody Mary Bar,

call 218-993-2295 for information.

Ice Cream Social and Trading Post Run
Awards at Handberg’s Marina

LABOR DAY SALES
at AREA GIFT SHOPS

All Weekend!

For event information
visitcranelake.com

Click Activities,
Area Activities,
News & Events

Shop!

FamilyFUN!

Shop!

Family

FUN!

The Tony Morshing Mud Run is a crowd favorite on Saturday, starting at 12:30 p.m. There is a 
separate admission fee for this event. file photo



Ruby’s Pantry in 
Babbitt, Aug. 25

BABBITT- Ruby’s 
Pantry will distribute food 
on Saturday, Aug. 25 (4th 
Saturday of each month) 
from 10 - 11:30 a.m. at 
the Babbitt Municipal 
Center, 71 South Drive. 
A $20 cash donation buys 
an abundance of food, no 
checks please. No income 
or residency guidelines.  

Bring two large boxes or 
baskets. Sponsored by St. 
Pius X Catholic Church. 
Volunteers are always 
welcome.

Vermilion Dream 
Quilters meet 
Sept. 6

TOWER- Vermilion 
Dream Quilters will meet 
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 

Sept. 6 in the social hall 
at St. Martin’s Catholic 
Church in Tower. 

We’ve all had a busy 
summer with one of the 
highlights being our Trunk 
Show and workshop in 
August.  If you attend-
ed, please bring your 
project for Show and 
Tell.  We all made great 
progress and there was at 
least one completed top.  
Moving forward, our next 
program will focus on 
Edge Finishes presented 
by Karen Lamppa and 
other guild members.  As 
always, please bring your 
projects to share – we all 
gain inspiration when we 
see what is possible.

Our hostesses for 
September are Diane 
Frerichs and Michele 
Sherwood.

Vermilion Dream 
Quilters is a guild with 
members from through-
out the Iron Range and 
Arrowhead Region and is 
open to anyone interested 
in quilting and creative 
sewing.  Members encour-

age and instruct each other 
and share tips. Guests and 
visitors are welcome. For 
more information, please 
contact Corrine Hill in 
Tower at 218-753-4600.

Finnish Americans 
and Friends to 
meet Sept. 4

HIBBING-  Gary 
Kaunonen has done exten-
sive research and authored 
books on the subject of the 
labor struggles on the Iron 
Range in the early part of 
the last century.  Everyone 
is invited to listen to 
this integral part of our 
area history with impli-
cations that resonate with 
current labor issues. The 
meeting will be at 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 4 at Grace 
Lutheran Church, 4010 
9th Ave. (across from the  
Hibbing Cinema). Coffee 
and a social time follows 
the presentation.

FOREST FIRES
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NORTHERN COMMUNITY RADIO

NOW BROADCASTING IN ELY
103.9 FM

KAXE 91.7 FM Grand Rapids
89.9 FM Brainerd

KBXE 90.5 FM Bagley/Bemidji

Independent, nonprofit community radio 
serving Northern Minnesota.

MAILBOAT EXCURSIONS
See 80 miles of Lake Vermilion

Call for Reservations

Mon-Sat 8-6 • Sun 9-4
6143 Pike Bay Drive • 218-753-4190

www.aronsonboatworks.com

P R O V E N

Pizzas, Pasta
& More!

Homemade on site

Dine-in and Take-out Available!
OPEN DAILY 11 AM - 9 PM

(No delivery until the fall)
365-3688  •  520 E. Sheridan St., Ely 

Delivery begins September 17

• Affordable rates
• Meeting/party rooms

• Near 2 state parks, trails and more!

Call 218-753-2333
vermilionparkinn.com

Conveniently located near Lake Vermilion

Bed & Breakfast 
Retreat & Conference Center

30 Center Street • Soudan

We’ll Take Good Care
of Your Overflow 

Guests!

Come and see the flowers
and stay a night or two!

The Timberjay
P.O. Box 636, 414 Main St
Tower, MN 55790 • 218-753-2950

This limited second edition hardcover 
will be available in mid-August. 

Don’t miss your chance 
to own Lake Vermilion’s most definitive history!

Back By Popular Demand!
Memories of the Early Days

A fascinating look back at the early history
of the Lake Vermilion area

Written by Marshall Helmberger • Published by the Timberjay

 Just $2995 
STOP IN TODAY!

OR CALL...

Pick up book(s) at Timberjay office in Tower or have book(s) mailed, for $39.95 each.

BOOK ORDER FORM
Quantity of Books

OVER 100
HISTORICAL

PHOTOGRAPHS

Book Total - Pick Up $29.95 + tax ($32.16)       Book Total - Mail $39.95

+ Tax

Coming
Soon...

A Regional Favorite

BOOKS
ARE
HERE!

Community Events

BABBITT- A small fire is 
burning on a five-acre island on Bear 
Island Lake, located south of Ely 
and north of Babbitt. The fire was 
reported late in the day on Aug. 19.

The Babbitt Fire Department 
responded overnight to find a fire 
burning on a small island which 
posed no threat to private property or 
any of the structures on the lake. Due 
to low fire activity and dangerous 
dead standing trees on site the fire 
department, in discussion with the 
Superior National Forest, decided to 
wait until daylight to respond. 

The next morning, crews 
responded to the fire. The initial 
report noted that this was a small 

fire on an island with many dead 
standing trees or “snags”, which pose 
a serious threat to firefighters’ safety. 
Suppression actions were taken to 
secure the fire to the island itself. 
The fire will be allowed to burn itself 
out, with minimal mop up, to provide 
for firefighter safety first. Since the 
fire will be burning itself out and 
depending on weather conditions, 
smoke may be seen coming from 
the island for the next several weeks. 
The public is advised to stay away 
from the island as the dangerous tree 
snags can fall down at any time and 
without any warning. The Superior 
National Forest will continue to 
monitor this fire with regular patrols 

and scheduled site visits. 
Northeastern Minnesota has 

been slowly drying out as we have 
not received significant moisture 
over the past three weeks. There 
are several soil and fuel conditions 
that are monitored to determine fire 
danger levels and several of those 
conditions are indicating a drying 
trend in the region. Please visit 
the State of Minnesota’s website 
at https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.
html for the latest on burning permit 
restrictions and be extra careful with 
campfires, making sure they are out 
cold before leaving them. 

Small fire burning on island on Bear Island Lake
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5k run/walk

Nelson’s Resort

2018   5K   RUN   WALK
Crane Lake, MN

Sunday, September 2
9 AM

Registration fee $25
Registration fee 12 & Under $20

5 & Under FREE
Registration from 8-8:45 AM

the day of the race at Nelson’s Resort

Pre-registration by August 20 is
encouraged for the guarantee of a hat.

Pre-register by calling
218-993-2295

Bloody Mary Bar at Nelson’s after the race.

5TH  ANNUAL

Part of 
Voyageur Days Events

REGIONAL - There’s 
a fun show coming to 
the Iron Range. Mixed 
Precipitation, a small 
theatre company based in 
the Twin Cities, thrives 
on presenting music and 
theatre in non-traditional 
spaces and creating fun for 
audiences. 

After ten years of 
touring Minnesota, they 
are bringing their summer 
tradition to Babbitt, and 
Cook this coming weekend.

 Saturday, Aug. 25, 
2 p.m., Northern Delicious, 
presented by the Northern 
Lakes Arts Association, 
3298 Lenont Rd., Babbitt;

 Sunday, Aug. 26, 
2 p.m., Cook’s Country 
Connection, 1953 Vermilion 
Dr., Cook.

This summer they’re 
adapting Otto Nicolai’s 
1849 opera, The Merry 
Wives of Windsor. Scotty 
Reynolds, a native of Silver 
Bay, adapted this story 
following his research on 
Minnesota’s ecological 
and economic history and 
the landmark legal battle, 
United States vs. Reserve 
Mining. 

Unique Picnic 
Operetta set for 
Aug. 25, and 26 in 
Babbitt and Cook

Get
Informed!

Get the
Timberjay!

COOK- Northwoods Friends 
of the Arts (NWFA) Gallery opens 
its fall exhibits with the whimsical, 
thought-provoking exhibit of the 
works of Jeanne O’Melia and Kris 
Musto titled ‘stitched and painted 
expressions from the many travels, 
paddles and collecting adventures 
of Jeanne and Kris.’     

 “Adventures With Jeanne and 
Kris” opens with a reception on 
Thursday, Aug. 30 in Cook next 
to Dream Weaver Spa and Salon 
at 210 S River St.  Join NWFA for 
food and fun from 6 to 8 p.m.  Enjoy 
the art exhibit, food for thought, the 
whole month of September during 
NWFA Gallery hours from 10 a.m. 
to  4 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday.  Saturday mornings are 
open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Maybe you know them….
Simply complex!  Doing her 

art, Kris Musto is an explorer, using 
paint, drawing, sculpture, installa-
tion, photography, handmade books, 
collage, fiber, fabric (aprons!), 
printmaking, text and anything else 
within reach to make artwork about 
what she’s thinking and feeling. It’s 
a tricky thing to translate into visual 
images.

In between taking trips and 
creating, Kris has taught workshops 
in Cook and around the country on 
bookbinding, altered books, soft 
sculpture, intuitive drawing and 
developing a portfolio. She holds a 

BFA from the Minneapolis College 
of Art and Design and has worked 
in MCAD Admissions since 1999. 
When she’s sitting still, Kris lives 
by the lake in the Minnesota north 
woods.

Jeanne O’Melia is actively 
contributing to NWFA each spring, 
summer and fall as a summer arts 
teacher and a creator of parade floats.  
Jeanne is known here in Cook for 
her profoundly interesting “found 
objects sculptures” created from 
objects collected on her various 
canoe trips…or litter found on the 
street.

O’Melia has had many teaching 
adventures in Cook and Orr as well as 
volunteering with children creating 
art from found objects, mostly litter, 
in Puerto Viejo, Costa Rica and San 
Cristobal de las Casas, Mexico.

In winter, she hails from Illinois 
where she spent a lively childhood on 
a farm near Princeton. After teaching 
at Glenview Jr. High in East Moline, 
she founded Villa Montessori 
School. Later she taught Spanish 
in the PATS program in Moline 
and art as part of the Illinois Arts 
in Education Artist Roster program.

NWFA was founded by commu-
nity members in 2010 as a non-profit 
membership organization.  The goal 
is to Inspire, nurture and  celebrate 
the Arts. Visit NWFAMN.org and 
see Facebook and Instagram.

REGIONAL- For many 
Minnesota families, it is 
time to start back to school 
shopping. The Minnesota 
Department of Revenue 
is reminding parents that 
most school supplies could 
qualify for valuable K-12 tax 
benefits on their Minnesota 
income tax return. Parents 
should remember to save the 
receipts for school supply 
purchases to claim the tax 
credit or subtraction. 

“Each year, parents 
invest in their children’s edu-
cation by purchasing school 
supplies,” said Revenue 
Commissioner Cynthia 
Bauerly. “Keeping receipts 
for these purchases and 
claiming the K-12 Education 
Credit or Subtraction can 
help parents save money 
during tax time.”

There are two tax ben-
efits that help Minnesota 
families pay expenses related 
to their child’s education: the 
refundable K-12 Education 
Credit (income limits apply) 
and the K-12 Education 
Subtraction (no income 
limits). 

Both programs reduce 
the tax parents pay and could 
provide a larger refund when 
filing a 2018 Minnesota 
income tax return. To 

qualify, parents must have 
purchased educational ser-
vices or required materials 
during 2018 to assist with 
their child’s education. The 
child must also be attending 
Kindergarten through grade 
12 at a public, private, or 
home school and meet other 
qualifications.

Save those receipts. 
Remember to save your 
receipts to claim the credit 
or subtraction. You can visit 
the Revenue booth at the 
Minnesota State Fair in the 
Education Building and get 
special envelopes to keep 
track of your school supply 
receipts.

Generally, most expens-
es paid for educational 
instruction or materials 
qualify, including paper, 
pens and notebooks, text-
books, rental or purchases of 

educational equipment such 
as musical instruments, com-
puter hardware and educa-
tional software, after-school 
tutoring and educational 
summer camps taught by a 
qualified instructor.

Household income for 
the K-12 Education Credit

Number of qualifying 
children in K-12 Household 
income must be less than 
$37,500 for one or two 
children, $39,500 for three 
children or add $2,000 for 
each additional child.

Taxpayers who are not 
required to file an income tax 
return should do so in order 
to claim a refund for the 
education credit if eligible.

There are no income 
limits to qualify for the 
Education Subtraction. Most 
parents qualify. Parents can 
claim the K-12 Subtraction 
for tuition paid to private 
schools or college courses 
used to satisfy high school 
graduation requirements.

Last year, more than 
37,500 families received 
the K-12 Education Credit, 
saving them an average of 
$241. Over 186,000 families 
received the K-12 Education 
Subtraction.

New exhibit features two local favorites at 
the Northwoods Friends gallery in Cook

Saving school-shopping receipts 
can mean valuable tax benefits



PFEIFFER LAKE— The recent 
dry weather made it the perfect time 
for work on a 2.2-mile-long inter-
pretive trail here late last week. 
The trail extends from the popular 
Pfeiffer Lake Campground around 
the east side of this small lake tucked 
away deep in the Superior National 
Forest’s Laurentian District. 

Most of the trail travels on 
high ground, but a handful of 
boggy stretches, which can be quite 
wet in spring or after 
significant rain, have 
been enough to limit 
use of the trail. “We’re 
building short sections 
of boardwalk over those 
wet areas,” said Dave 
Poppema, who works 
for the Forest Service 
out of Aurora. 

The trail starts near 
the Pfeiffer Lake beach 
and passes through the 
camping area, but most 
folks pick it up near the 
facility’s boat landing, 
where there’s available 
parking for non-campers. 

The looping trail is gently 
rolling and passes through typical 
north woods terrain, including a 
mix of pine, birch, and aspen in 
the uplands, and black spruce in 
the boggy sections. Much of the 
trail runs along the lakeshore and 
provides access to two remote, rustic 
hike- or boat-in campsites, which are 
available at no cost on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

Ashley May-Klick, trail techni-
cian on the Laurentian, said the latest 
upgrades to the trail are part of an 
effort to boost usage of the trail. The 
trail hadn’t been well-maintained for 
a few years and that limited usage 

considerably. 
In addition to brushing and 

the installation of board walks, 
the Forest Service is planning to 
use gravel fill in some areas to 
even out area of rough trail tread. 
“Eventually, we would like to get 
this trail in a condition where people 
can really use it,” said May-Klick. 
“It wasn’t getting much use, so we 
figured making it an easier walk 
for more people would encourage 

more of it.”
Funding for the 

roughly $500 board-
walk project came from 
federal erosion control 
dollars. A few Forest 
Service employees, a 
three-person fire crew, 
and the campground 
host who volunteered 
his time, all provided 
the labor. 

If you’re looking 
for a relatively easy hike 
through scenic forest 
and lakeshore, check in 
out. With autumn just 

around the corner, the best of the 
hiking season is upon us. 

REGIONAL— As summer 
winds down, many North Country 
residents are thinking ahead to the 
fall hunting season. With the archery 
deer season barely three weeks 
away, many deer hunters are already 
beginning to plan and scout for the 
upcoming season. 

The Department of Natural 
Resources now has some online 

resources that can make that task a 
lot easier. If you haven’t been to the 
deer hunting section on the DNR’s 
website before, you’ll want to check 
it out. It’s got all the information 
you’d expect on season dates, license 
requirements, and other regulations. 
But it also has detailed information 
on each of the deer permit areas in the 
state, including maps, a description 
of the landscape and forest cover,  
data on past hunter success rates, and 
recent harvest numbers, winter sever-

ity index readings for the past several 
years, and the bag limit designation 
for the upcoming season.

“If you’re scouting a new unit, 
it’s a good tool to use,” said Tom 
Rusch, DNR Tower area wildlife 
manager.

To access the information from 
the deer hunting home page, just go 
to www.dnr.state.mn.us and search 
for “deer hunting.” The top result 
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Pfeiffer Lake has its own 2.2-mile
interpretive trail. Who knew?

HUNTING

 Outdoors briefly

Wildflower Watch
This week’s featured flower

NODDING BUR MARIGOLD

This is definitely one of 
our perkier late summer wild-
flowers, with a bright yellow, 
daisy-like flower. The Nodding 
Bur Marigold, Bidens cernua, 
is found almost exclusively in 
wet places, particularly along 
wet ditches and slow streamsides 
and swamps. 

It typically grows in sizable 
patches, brightening up swamp 
edges this time of year. It can be 
told by its marigold-like flower, 
it fuzzy stem and opposite leaves. 
It’s a member of the Composite 
family.

Left:
Planning 
your hunt 
is the best 
way to have 
success 
this fall. The 
DNR has 
online tools 
that can 
help.
file photo

DNR has online tools to help plan your deer hunt

WOODS WORK

Hiking trail upgrade in progress 

See HUNTING...pg. 7B

by MARSHALL HELMBERGER
Managing Editor

MARSHALL
HELMBERGER

Top: Trail workers use a grub hoe to level the trail 
base through a boggy section. 

Above: Carrying timbers to place on top of 
cross ties, forming the base for the sections of 
boardwalk.

Below: Screwing the boardwalk planking in place.

Lower left: A map of the hiking trail system. 

Sept. 6 deadline 
for antlerless 
deer lottery

REGIONAL—Hunters who 
want to harvest antlerless deer in 
a deer permit area designated as 
lottery this hunting season are 
reminded they must purchase 
their license by Thursday, Sept. 
6. Hunters who purchase their 
license before this date are auto-
matically entered into the lottery 
for the deer permit area or special 
hunt area they declare.

Permit areas 108 and 118 are 
two North Country permit areas 
subject to the lottery this year. 

This season, antlerless deer 
permits are issued by lottery 
in 39 of Minnesota’s 130 deer 
permit areas, including several in 
northeastern Minnesota.  

No application is needed to 
take antlerless deer in permit areas 
with hunter choice, managed or 
intensive designations. 

Hunters who want to par-
ticipate in special firearm or 
muzzleloader deer hunts also 
need to apply for permits that 
are issued through a lottery, and 
that application deadline is also 
Sept. 6. 

More information about des-
ignations and regulations for deer 
permit areas, as well as details 
about special hunt opportunities, 
is available on the DNR website 
at mndnr.gov/hunting/deer and in 
the 2018 Minnesota Hunting and 
Trapping Regulations Handbook.



My featured boat this week 
is a 1960 Chris Craft Sea Skiff 
30-ft. boat.  This boat was sitting 
around at the yard of Little Rock 
Boat Yard in late 1998 and it was 
brought to the attention of Bob 
Bilger of Lake Minnetonka, who 
brought the boat in for total resto-
ration.  The boat saw prior use as a 
commercial fishing boat on Lake 
Superior and at that time it had a 
full “dog house”.  Fortunately, the 
hull was sound and major original 
components such as the engine, 
transmission and helm were intact.  
A perfect candidate for restoration.

Restoration took 18 months 
to complete under the skilled and 
meticulous hands of David Watts, 
owner of Little Rock Boat Yard.  It 
was then used on Lake Minnetonka 

from 2000 until the owner moved 
in 2007.  Still in indoor storage 
on Lake Minnetonka, it has been 
professionally cared for by Bob 
Bilger with seasonal splashings 
and maintenance.  It is currently 

for sale.
If you would like to see your 

boat featured here, contact me 
at 218-343-5719, or email at 
rcmely@frontiernet.net.
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by ROBERT MATSON
Columnist

 Fishing reports

HUNTING...Continued from page 6B
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What’s In Your 
BOATHOUSE?

Fishing on Lake 
Vermilion has been high-
lighted with some of the 
best days of the year along 
with some of the worse 
days of the year over the 
past week.  The walleye 
fishing has been excellent 
on the windy days with the 
fish congregating along 
the windblown structure 
and shore lines. Working 
these areas in 20’ of water 
with bottom bouncers and 
crawlers or leeches has 
been producing some nice 
fish.  There still are quite 
a few little ones to sort 
through but the average size 
of the keepers is increasing 
with some of the most 
common keepers being 15 
to 17-inch. 

The muskie fishing 
has been hard to beat 
with a lot of fish being 
caught.  Muskies in that 
36 to 42-inch range are 
most common with a few 
larger ones being seen 
but not as willing to bite.  
Paying attention to the 
moon phases and weather 
changes can lead to having 
a lot of action this time of 
year.

Smallmouth bass are 
congregated on the struc-
ture in 12’ to 16’ of water.  
Drop shotting with soft 
plastics is working best.

C o u r t e s y  S t e v e 
Krasaway, Lake Vermilion 
Guides League

Walleye fishing really 
never put the brakes on 
this year.  If anything, it 
has gotten better the last 
week or so.  Typically, we 
don’t see a jig and minnow 
bite for a couple weeks, 
but even that is working 
as we continue into late 
August.  If you can find 
leeches, that is the way to 
go on a live bait rig.  No 
real depth to speak of but 
on a most recent fishing 
trip we did find them con-
sistently in 22’-30’.  Seek 
out your favorite fishing 
spots and you will find fish.  
The reports and pictures 
coming in right now tell 
the tale.  Fishing is good.

Water temperatures 
have remained consistent 
which has kept north-
ern pike and smallmouth 
bass from moving much.  
Trolling over the main 
lake basin is producing 
some nice pike right now 
as they are still relating to 
the thermocline.  Once the 
water temperature drops 

smallies will head to the 
reefs to put their winter 
feedbags on.

If you are looking 
for live bait, especially 
leeches, stop in at Gateway 
as we still have a good 
supply of large and jumbo 
to tip your hook with!

Courtesy Gateway 
Store, Lake Kabetogama

Anglers  are s t i l l 
finding cooperative wall-
eyes on many of the area 
lakes recently. Most fish 
are being caught using 
crawler tipped spinner rigs, 
but some folks have been 
doing well with crank baits 
trolled along drop-offs at 
the mouths of shallow flats 
both early and late in the 
day. The midday bite has 
been somewhat deeper, as 
folks ply the waters over 
eighteen feet down. Some 
are having success in the 
late evening hours fishing 
minnows under lighted 
bobbers in the shallows.

Trout anglers have 
been doing well on Tofte 
Lake and Miners Pit by 
trolling small crank baits 
and spoons. Set your depth 
at ten to fifteen feet down 
during the day. Early and 
late these same trout are 
striking lures run right 
at the surface. A crawler 
under a bobber will also 
take many of these same 
fish. It’s an easy way to fill 
a stringer and all it takes is 
a little patience.

Smallmouth bass will 
readily attack a surface lure 
as these calm mornings 
continue. Work your baits 
around weed edges or on 
mid-lake rock piles early in 
the day and use sub-surface 
cranks and soft baits as the 
sun rises higher in the sky. 
Spinner baits are taking 
their toll on bass through-
out the day, but one must 
expect to donate a few to 
the pike that are lying in 
wait in the same waters in 
search of a meal.

While on the subject 
of pike, try trolling larger 
profile crank baits near 
weed edges and rocky 
points. Some impressive 
numbers are being report-
ed, but most of the fish are 
in the three to five-pound 
range, which happen to be 
the ideal size for eating, 
although some true line 
busters in the ten to fif-
teen-pound range have 
been taken.

Courtesy Babe’s Bait 
at Ely’s west entrance

Ely area

will take you to the deer hunting 
home page, where you’ll find a 
banner linking you to the permit area 
interactive map. That map allows 

you to select any deer permit area 
in the state and as you do, you’ll 
have the option of accessing more 
detailed maps as well as the detailed 

report about that area. 
You might be surprised at all the 

information that is at your fingertips, 
so check it out. 

Kab-Nam area

Lake Vermilion

Hoover Rd, Virginia 
741-7393

1613 E. Camp St., Ely
365-8888

24 Hour
Emergency

Service
• Toll Free •

1-800-862-8628

Call Us For All Your 
LP Gas Needs!

  
from NOAA weather

Friday Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday

64   55 72  54 71  5870  53
Ely     Hi   Lo  Prec. Sn.     Cook   Hi  Lo  Prec. Sn.   Orr     Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Emb.  Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   Tower Hi   Lo Prec. Sn.   

08/13     87     55    0.00      
08/14     87     57    0.00      
08/15     73     44    0.00      
08/16     78     44    0.00      
08/17     83     44    0.00      
08/18     82     50    0.00      
08/19     76     60    0.00    
Totals      13.78                       

08/13     88     66    0.00      
08/14     73     57    0.00      
08/15     75     46    0.00      
08/16     82     54    0.00      
08/17     81     57    0.00      
08/18     75     61    0.00      
08/19     73     61    0.00                                                
Totals        NA       NA   

08/13     87     63    0.00      
08/14     87     61    0.00      
08/15     72     52    0.00      
08/16     75     51    0.00      
08/17     79     58    0.00      
08/18     81     59    0.01      
08/19     75     61    0.00    
Totals      21.95   .

08/13     86     56    0.00      
08/14     86     60    0.00      
08/15     74     44    0.00      
08/16     79     45    0.00      
08/17     84     46    0.00      
08/18     83     51    0.00      
08/19     76     57    0.00      
Totals      13.71      

08/13     86     63    0.00      
08/14     87     57    0.00      
08/15     73     44    0.00      
08/16     72     45    0.00      
08/17     89     45    0.00      
08/18     82     52    0.00      
08/19     76     60    0.00             
Totals      16.30      

LAKE COUNTRY FORECAST

70   56

2018 SUSTAINABILIT Y &  

When: SEPTEMBER 8, 2018
Where: THE ORR CENTER
(10690 HIGHWAY 23, ORR MN 55771)

Time: 9 am to 4 pm
Admission: $1

• Vermicomposting Display
• Master Gardener Displays
• Self-reliant workshops
• Renewable energy systems

HOMESTEADING EXPO

ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN:
COMPOST BIN GIVEAWAY / WEATHER RADIO 

AND RAIN GAUGE GIVEAWAY

info@orrcenter.com  | (218) 780-5300 

Visit online at: www.orrcenter.com

Jerry Ford 
Founder of the Minnesota Garlic Fest!
“Growing Garlic in Minnesota”

Jeff Purdy 
Solar Expert & Master Electrician 
“Intro to Solar”

Marshall Helmberger 
Publisher/Editor, Timberjay Newspaper
“Build a Solar Greenhouse”

Jackie Clay Atkinson 
Author, Speaker, Homesteader 
“Fearless Pressure Canning

Along with 6 other classes taught 
by experts in their fields.

Main classes: $10 fee

MAIN SPEAKERS

ORR Center
Orr Recreation & Resource Center, Inc.

Start your homesteading journey!

Self-sufficiency ignites at this

Amazing expo!
Join us in Orr, MN!

10690 Highway 23 | Orr, MN | 55771



8B August 24, 2018                                                                                                                     TIMBERJAY Newspapers

Newspaper Delivery Route
The Timberjay is looking for a 
part-time employee to help with 
our newspaper delivery route on 
Thursdays. Approx. 4.5 hours 
of work starting at 9 a.m. Must 
have reliable transportation 
(mileage will be paid). Sorting 
newspapers for post office and 

newstand deliveries. Please call Jodi or 
Marshall at 218-753-2950 for details.

FUNERAL SERVICES
Range Funeral Home

“Friends Helping Friends”

Virginia
741-1481

Hibbing
263-3276

Research Analysis Specialist
Permanent, Full-time Position

Eveleth, Minn.
 
Performs regional, industry, economic and 
demographic research to inform agency deci-
sions about business development potential. 
Analyzes and interprets data, tracks trends, 
and studies statistical and financial infor-
mation in order to generate findings and 
actionable insights for business attraction, 
retention and diversification planning. Uses 
data and information to understand the rela-
tionship between local and macro-economic 
trends, labor and workforce trends, emerging 
technologies and industries, transportation 
and other key factors to help the agency 
address business opportunities and advance 
business development strategies. 

Learn more and apply online at
mn.gov/careers

Job ID number is:  26063 

Contact Kerri Dahl with questions at 
kerri.dahl@state.mn.us or 218-735-3009

Application deadline: 9/7/2018
Equal Opportunity Employer

Obituaries and Death Notices

EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Vermilion 
Country School

A Grades 7 - 12 
Charter School in 

Tower

Openings for Special 
Education Teacher, Special 
Education Paraprofessional, 

and Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus & Van Drivers.

See our website for full job descriptions!

www.vermilioncountry.org/
employment

Or email 
kfitton@vermilioncountry.org

218-753-1246  
www.vermilioncountry.org

1 Enterprise Dr., Tower, MN 55790

EMPLOYMENT

Don’t Miss a Single Issue
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

(218) 753-2950

PUBLIC BROADCASTING 

WDSE•WRPT PUBLIC TELEVISION

Director of Finance
 
WDSE•WRPT, in Northeastern Minnesota – 
our quickly growing organization is seeking 
a Director of Finance to join our team. Ideal 
candidates will have a history with complex 
organizations, cost accounting or non-profit 
accounting, and a passion for public broad-
casting and the power of noncommercial 
television.

The Director of Finance position is respon-
sible for maximizing the impact from all 
WDSE•WRPT resources by establishing and 
honing financial policies, procedures, con-
trols and reporting systems. This position 
will oversee all accounting activities related 
to income auditing; accounts payable pro-
cessing; accounts receivable collection; tax 
compliance; payroll; budget preparations; 
forecasting; account reconciliation; profit and 
loss reporting; human resource responsibili-
ties; and risk management. 

Applicant must have a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting, financial or related field or a 
minimum of five years’ experience in man-
aging the accounting function in a complex 
organization.

If you have a strong background in corporate 
financial management, we want to hear from 
you.  

Please send a cover email  and resume 
in confidence to email@wdse.org.

   WDSE•WRPT is an EEO     8/24

PT Occupational Therapist
True Care Medical Therapy Center is accept-
ing applications for a part time Occupational 
Therapist. Must be fully licensed to practice 
in the State of Minnesota. New graduates 
welcome to apply. Resumes can be sent to 
info@truecaretherapy.com. For more infor-
mation contact Lisa at 218-666-2697.  9/14

Jack M. Jensen
Jack Martin Jensen, 

80, of LaMoure, N.D., 
formerly of Ely and 
Tower, passed away on 
Wednesday, Aug. 15, 
2018, at St. Rose Care 
Center in LaMoure. A 
memorial service for Jack 
will be held in LaMoure 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
Aug. 25 at Zoar Lutheran 
Church with Reverend 
Ryan Jerome officiating. 
A Celebration of Jack’s 
Life will be held in Ely 
on Wednesday, Aug. 29 
at the Grand Ely Lodge 

from 4 to 8 p.m., with 
stories shared at 6 p.m. The 
family prefers memorials 
to Hospice of the Red 
River Valley or St. Rose 
Care Center.

Condolences to the 
family may be signed in 
the guestbook at www.
dahlstromfuneralhome.
com or mailed to Linda 
Jensen, P.O. Box 331, 
LaMoure, ND 58458. 
Dahlstrom Funeral Home 
in LaMoure is handling the 
arrangements.

Jack, son of Chet and 
Martina (Panian) Jensen, 
was born and raised in the 
lake country of northern 
Minnesota. It was there 
he learned his love of the 
outdoors. Hunting was 
a passion he especially 
enjoyed with his friend 
Roger Raduenz. Jack’s 
love of fishing led to 
guiding fishermen for 
Bowser’s Resort at Crane 
Lake. This also led to 
guiding friends on canoe 

trips in the Quetico canoe 
area in Canada. Jack and 
Linda enjoyed doing this 
together for several years. 
They were also famous for 
the fish fries they hosted at 
their cabin for family and 
their Sandpoint friends.

Jack  d i scove red 
another passion when he 
began his career as a sixth-
grade teacher in Ely. He 
also taught drivers ed and 
coached the Ely Wolves 
in three winning seasons. 

Jack lived his life to 
the fullest and enjoyed his 
family and friends, sharing 
his love of the outdoors 
and skills with anyone 
who spent time with him. 
We miss him so much, but 
know that he is fishing the 
heavenly lakes with those 
who have gone before him 
to get the boat ready.

He is survived by his 
wife, Linda; daughter, 
Jackie (Fred) Moen; son, 
David (Wendy) Jensen; 
stepson, Jeremy John; 

sister, Judy Cashian; father-
in-law, Vernon Sandness; 
grandchildren, Leah and 
Kasey Phifer, and Michela, 
Jake and Justin Jensen; 
step-grandchildren, Kati, 
Megan and Nick Moen; 
step-great-granddaugh-
ter, Lily; sisters-in-law, 
Carmen (Greg) Solberg and 
Jackie (Jerry) Tostenson; 
brothers-in-law, Stuart 
(Linda) Sandness, Eugene 
(Monica) Sandness, Greg 
(Deb) Sandness, Robert 
(Michele) Sandness and 
Jay (Sherie Dorzak) 
Sandness; and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Joseph D. 
Croteau Jr.

Joseph David “Poots” 
Croteau Jr., 88, of rural 
Gilbert, died on Friday, 
Aug. 17, 2018, at St. 
Luke’s Hospital in Duluth. 
A Funeral Mass was held 
on Tuesday, Aug. 21 at Our 
Lady of Hope Parish in 

Biwabik with Fr. Charles 
Flynn as celebrant. Burial 
will be at a later date in 
Lakeside Cemetery in 
Biwabik. Arrangements 
are by Ziemer-Moeglein-
Shatava Funeral Home in 
Gilbert.

Survivors include his 
wife, Janet Korpi Croteau; 
sons, Terry (Lee) Croteau 
of  Lake Vermil ion-
Tower, Robert (Cecilia) 
Croteau of Biwabik and 
Scott (Crystal) Croteau 
of Biwabik; grandchil-
dren, Jason, Tara, Celene, 
Tawnee and Kendra; 
grea t -grandchi ldren , 
Cody, Jacob, Daniel, 
Lucas, Max, Alanna, Brent 
and Beau; sister, Joyce 
Zidarich of Kittsville; and 
many nieces and nephews.

Kent C. 
VandenBranden

K e n t  C h a r l e s 
VandenBranden,  61, 
of Ely, passed away on 
Tuesday, Aug. 14, 2018, 
at the Seasons Hospice 
House in Rochester, after 
a brutal 18-month battle 
with cancer. A celebra-
tion of life will be held at 
the Enquist family cabin 
on Burntside Lake on 
Sunday, Sept. 2. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials to the 
Seasons Hospice House in 
Rochester are preferred.

He is survived by 
his wife, Linda Enquist 
VandenBranden and his 
little guy, Frankels; broth-
ers, Keith (Anita), Kurt 
(Kate) and Kraig (Dena); 
s is ter ,  Kay Cesarek 
(David); brother-in-law 
and sister-in-law, Ed and 
Lynne Enquist; and many 
nieces and nephews.

 



SUPPORT 
GROUPS

MS SUPPORT GROUP- 
meets the second Friday of 
the month at 1 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Municipal Building, 
senior room. Open to all. For 
information contact Mary at 
218-827-8327.

ORR AA and AL-ANON meet 
Tuesdays, AA at 8 p.m. and 
Al-ANON at 7 p.m.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church, Orr.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS- 
Meetings every Wednesday 
at 4:30 p.m. at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, Virginia.

ELY CO-DEPENDENTS 
MEETING- Fridays at noon-St. 
Anthony’s Church Classroom 
3-Use west side entrance. For 
more information go to coda.
org on the web.

BABBITT AL-ANON- meets 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at the 
Babbitt Assembly of God 
Church.

VIRGINIA AA WOMEN’S 
MEETING- Ladies by the Lake. 
Tuesdays at 12 noon. Peace 
United Methodist Church, 303 
S 9th Ave, please use side door 
and parking.

HIV/AIDS? For confidential 
compassionate local support 
call the Rural AIDS Action 
Network, toll-free 1-888-647-
RAAN(7226).

MEETING in Ely! “New Ideas” 
WOMEN IN RECOVERY: 12 
Steps. For women seeking help 
and hope to recover from any 
addiction: drugs, alcohol, food, 
gambling etc. Every Thursday 
noon at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church. Come join us! Q: 218-
235-3581.

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUP- 
Are you troubled by some-
one’s drinking? Al-Anon Family 
Group is a community-based 
mutual support program for the 
friends and families of alcohol-
ics. It is confidential and open 
to anyone affected by someone 
else’s drinking. Hope Lutheran 
Church in Embarrass hosts an 
Al-Anon group on Monday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. 218-984-2037.

AA OPEN MEETING- 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. at 
Woodland Presbyterian 
Church, Acacia Blvd. and 
Central Drive in Babbitt.
 

EVENTS
Cook’s Country Connection will 
be hosting a Sunday afternoon 
“Picnic Operetta” on August 26!  
This “oughta” be a hoot!  Make 
sure to check out our facebook 
page, under “events” for all the 
details. 

“The Farm” will be open 
Labor Day!  10am – 4pm 
Cook’s Country Connection, 
1953 Vermilion Dr., Cook. 
2 1 8 - 7 8 0 - 8 6 1 1 . w w w .
CooksCountryConnection.com. 

GARAGE SALE
ESTATE SALE: Quality items 
and furniture. Saturday, Sept. 
1 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. West of 
Cook. 12583 Hwy 1. Don’t miss 
this one!  8/31v

GARAGE SALE- Friday, 
August 24 and Saturday, 
August 25 from 8:00 am to 4:00 
pm (both days) at 5600 Pine 
Street, Tower, MN  55790.

ESTATE SALE- Saturday, Aug. 
25 from 9-4 and Sunday, Aug. 
26 from 9-3. 1623 McKinley 
Park Acres Rd, Soudan (near 
McKinley Park Campground, 
watch for signs). Vintage book-
case, bedroom set, linens, 
lamps, glassware, large deer 
mount and other mounts, Betty 
Boop collection, clown collec-
tion, kitchenware, futon, reclin-
ers, fans, fishing, shop vacs, 
freezer, tools, snowshoes, lawn 
mower, snowblower, collect-
ibles. All must go.  8/24v

HAIR CARE
DREAMWEAVER SALON & 
DAY SPA-  Open Monday- 
Friday  8:30 – 6:30. 218-666-
5594.  tfn 

VERMILION SHEAR IMAGE- 
Men’s & Women’s hairstyling.  
314 Main St., Tower, 218-753-
2928.  Open Tuesday-Friday, 
9am – 5pm.  tfn 

HOSPICE
VIRGIE HEGG HOSPICE 
PARTNERS can provide help 
for patients and their fami-
lies in ways such as: comfort 
care, massages, last wishes 
and more.  For more informa-
tion, contact Program Director 
Becca Bundy at 218-780-5423 
or vhhpdirector@gmail.com. 
This ad is paid for by Virgie 
Hegg Hospice Partners. 

LICENSE 
BUREAU

COOK AREA LICENSE 
BUREAU- -221 S. Hwy 
53, Cook. Open-M-F 9-5, 
FastTrack Title Service-MVR-
DNR-Limited DL, Dry Cleaning 
Drop off/Pick up, CDL/
Motorcycle/ Drivers Manuals. 
Now accepting Visa/MC/
Discover. Questions call 218-
666-6199. tfn

REAL ESTATE
Search ALL MLS listings at 
www.pfremmerrealty.com.   tfn

2BR FURNISHED HOUSE for 
sale in Soudan. Call Greg or 
Joan Dostert at 218-753-3047 
for a showing. Was $85,000, 
NOW ONLY $81,000. 10/26v

APARTMENT FOR RENT IN 
TOWER- Furnished, 2BR, 
2BA, quality throughout, heated 
attached garage. $850/mo. Call 
218-750-6566  tfn

STORAGE
RED ROCK STORAGE- Boats, 
Cars, Household Items. Ideal 
Location. Many sizes. Also 
Mobile Storage Containers 
delivered to your location. 
www.redrock-storage.com. Call 
218-753-2375.   tfn

HELP WANTED
POSITION AVAILABLE- BODY 
SHOP TECHNICIAN. Full-time 
benefits. Apply in person or 
send resume to: Lee Phillips, 
Waschke Family Chevrolet in 
Cook, 126 N. Hwy 53, PO Box 
549, Cook, MN 55723. 218-
666-5901 or 800-238-4545.  tfn

FOR SALE
HANGAR FOR SALE AT 
COOK AIRPORT (CQM)- 
40’x50’ with 46’x13’ auto-latch 
aircraft door. Insulated and 
heated. Call for more details 
218-666-5822.  8/31

2007 FORD F-150 XLT 4X4- 
148k miles, tow package, shell, 
newer tires, side steps, good 
condition, white with cloth 
interior. $7,000. Located near 
Tower. Call   907-982-7223.  
8/24v 
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Considerations of personal privacy, time and 
resources prevent the newspaper from investigating 
ads placed in the classified section. If you respond 
to an ad, we urge you to use the same care and 
prudence that you would use when conducting busi-
ness in any other situation.

Classifieds run in all 3 editions 
of the Timberjay.

Line classifieds cost 30¢/word, $6.00 minimum.  
Classified ads can be run a second time at half price 

(private parties only). We now accept payment by 
Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Call your ad in to 218-
753-2950. Display (boxed) classifieds are billed by the 
“inch”- please call for prices and information on discounts.

Call Today  –  218-753-2950 or 218-365-3114EAST DHU RIVER SAWMILL INC
“Put A Piece Of

Northern
Minnesota

In Your Home”
Superior Quality

• Plank Paneling
• Trim
• One-Of-A-Kind Moldings
• Industrial Lumber

218-744-1788
8825 Hwy 101, Iron, MN  55751

MARINE

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

AUTOMOTIVE

Frank’s Marine
Sales & Service, Orr, Mn 55771

Mercury Outboards, MerCruiser, Crestliner,
Lund, Spartan Trailers, Ercoa Pontoons.

Call 218-757-3150

LAKE VERMILION, TOWER
Located two miles southwest

of Tower on Hwy. 169
Summer Hours:

Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-4

Storage • Complete Service • Sales
P R O V E N

4551 Bradley Road, Tower • 753-5457
www.shamrocklanding.com

Covered Wet & Dry Boat Storage
Lease or Purchase Options
Marina  •  Mechanic on Duty
Convenience Store
24-Hour Fuel  • Live Bait

Centrally Located On

Lake Vermilion
A FULL SERVICE MARINA

218.993.2214
www.handbergs.com

7123 Handberg Rd, Crane Lake, MN

Boat & Motor
Sales, Service, Rental

Inside/Outside Storage

Gift Shop:
Ice Cream Cones • Clothing

Gifts • Boat Accessories
Gas • Bait • Wifi

Marina Slips • Daily RV Sites

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

Langevin Auto
& Truck Repair

Full Service
Auto Repair & Garage

Hours: 8 AM-5 PM M-F
2 Miles South of Tower

218-749-0751

MOCCASIN POINT
MARINE

4655 Moccasin Point Rd
Lake Vermilion
218-753-3319

Storage, Boat Rentals,
Service/Repairs/Sales 

Mechanic on Duty
moccasinpointmarine.com

BUILDING  
SERVICES

MARINE  

Two locations to
serve you locally:

NAPA PARTS
CENTER, INC.
45 E. Chapman Street

ELY
365-3132

TOWER AUTO
PARTS

515 Main Street
TOWER

753-2724

See us at: www.grubens.com
Call us at: 218.753.5000
4296 Arrowhead Point Rd,

Tower MN 55790

• Boat launch, rental,
store & repair

• Cabins for a great,
fun vacation

MUSIC IN     
THE PARK

Free family-friendly concerts 
are held from 6-8:30 p.m. at 
the gazebo in downtown Cook 
every Wednesday from June 
13-Aug. 29. This activity is 
made possible by Northwoods 
Friends of the Arts, Cook VFW 
Post 1157, Cook Lions Club, 
The Timberwolves Snowmobile 
Club, and community dona-
tions.
LAST CONCERT THIS 
SUMMER!!!!
August 29- Beefeater Brothers 
with Patrick Villala and Anna 
Marie – The Beefeaters wel-
come country singer Patrick 
Villala and local favorite Anna 
Marie Pederson

ANTIQUES

221 Hwy 53, Suite B
Cook, MN (Next to Subway)

Thur-Mon 10-5 • 218.666.3139

STOP IN!

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Vermilion
Cottage
Antiques

Find us on
Facebook

DAY CARE
VICKI’S LITTLE DAY CARE- 
Trust a licensed provider! 
Infants and older. Located in 
Ely. Call 701-936-9191.  9/28

SISTER 
SALE

Saturday, Aug. 25 
8:30 a.m. - 12 noon. 
201 North Third St., 

Tower. 
Antiques, artwork, baby 
clothes, baby stuff, toddler 
girl clothes, toys, garden 
items, golf items, house-
hold, curtains, lamps, bed 
frames, outdoor swing, 
Otter sled, Much More!

WANTED
WANTED TO BUY- Ham radi-
os, radios, tubes, testers, ampli-
fiers, receivers, beer cans & 
signs, antique toys. Call 507-
358-7549.  9/14v

WANTED TO BUY: Will pay 
cash for junk cars and pickups. 
Will pick up. Also, we collect 
used oil. Call 218-757-3255 or 
218-780-2579.  tfn

SELIGA CANOES WANTED: 
We’ll buy old Seligas in Good 
Shape.  Turn your classic 
canoe into cash. Call Steve at 
365-6745.  tfn

Subscribe to the

TIMBERJAY!
Call

218-753-2950
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YOU CALL! WE HAUL!
Cement Trucks • Building Material

Septic-pumping Trucks • Dirt
Well-drilling Equipment

Propane Delivery

Carl Anderson
Anderson Barging, Inc.
Phone: 218-993-2288  Cell: 218-780-4955

www.andersonbarging.com

Covering all of Lake Vermilion

Real Estate
Closing Services,
Title Insurance
& Abstracting

Northeast Title Company
has competitive rates and

professional services assuring
peace of mind for our

customers before and after
closing. We take pride in our

service and have a proven
history of being a leader in the

industry. Customers can expect
quality services and products

along with a professional
staff that takes pride in every

closing. Our warm, friendly, and
professional approach in all of
our transactions ensures our

customers a level of comfort that
is unmatched in the industry.

ELY OFFICE
107 E Camp St • Ely, MN 55731
Phone (218)365-5256
Fax (218)365-6164
Angie Mikulich
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

VIRGINIA OFFICE
612 13 St S • Virginia MN 55792
Phone (218)741-1515
Fax (218)742-9383
Jodee Micheletti
Owner/Closing Specialist

COOK OFFICE
P.O. Box 539 • Cook MN 55723
Phone (218)666-3174
Fax (218)742-9392
Sharon Maronick
Office Manager/Closing Specialist

www.netitle.com

20 and 30 yard 
Roll-off Boxes

for cleanup,
demo & garbage 218-787-2377

Servicing the Iron Range Area & North

UDOVICH GARBAGE
& ROLL-OFF SERVICE

• Business For Sale •

TIM LILLQUIST, Realtor
Serving Lake Vermilion, Tower, Soudan, Breitung,

Cook, Ely and surrounding communities

P R O P E R T I E S   N O R T H

612-834-5769 (Cell)
Your Home,Your Cabin,Your Wildernest TM

www.yourwildernest.com

Subscribe Today
(218) 753-2950

INSURANCE

218-753-2101
415 Main St.
Tower, MN

www.towersoudanagency.com

We Can Insure:
Residential, Seasonal, Island and

Non-Road Access Properties

Tower-Soudan Agency
& Palo Mutual

Your Independent Insurance Agency

• General Contractor
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Garages
• Boathouses
• Property Maintenance
• Island Work
• Skidsteer Work

License #BC385748

2020 Burtness Rd.
Cook, MN 55723

Sheldon Sandberg, Owner
Cell: 218-780-7153

REAL ESTATE

HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS
218-753-2230
302 Main St., Tower, MN
M-F: 8 AM-5 PM; Sat: 8 AM-Noon

VERMILION LUMBER

Your All-Season
Project Headquarters

Lumber
Hardware
Tools
Paint
Friendly Service

4
4
4
4

4

“We’ve
Got What

You Need!”

Get
Results!

Advertise
in the

Timberjay!

Phone/Fax: 218.666.5344 
Hours: Mon. Fri: 7-5, Sat: 8-12
eric@cookbuildingcenter.com

2x4 - 8’ 
ECONOMY STUDS

$2.99 each

WHILE THEY LAST...

while supplies last

(218) 666-5352
www.bicrealty.com
info@bicrealty.com 

#129798 - LAKE VERMILION Schmidt Island 3 BR, 1 BA 
cabin + loft on pine-studded lot w/250 ft lakeshore. Septic 
system, incredible sunrises. Minutes from public access. 
$199,000
#134837 - LAKE VERMILION 3 BR, 2 BA home located on 
the west end of the lake w/ 125 ft lakeshore. Parking space 
w/ hook ups for your RV, onshore boathouse (with rail sys-
tem), lift out dock, and 2-stall garage. $408,000
#1355XX NEW LISTING  2 BR, 1-3/4 BA home on 44 acres 
w/1200 ft Rice River frontage near Cook. Open floor plan, 
walk-out lower level.  3-stall detached garage. $179,000

Lake Country
218-757-3233
www.TheLakeCountry.com

Cook-$34,900  37.53 acres near Lake Vermilion.                                                                              
MLS#132914 
Cook-$165,000 145 acres with electric, sewer and water.                                                                
MLS#133884 
Int’l Falls-29,900 2 lots available, 2.6 acres and 3.81 acres, 
within walking distance to Rainy Lake and area trails. 
Littlefork-$98,500 160 wooded acres with many recreational 
opportunities all around. MLS#134166 
Littlefork-$45,000  Nicely wooded 40-acre parcel, 7 miles 
south of Int’l Falls. MLS#134185

Looking To Buy Or Sell?
Give Us A Call!

www.vermilionland.com • info@vermilionland.com
Tower:  218-753-8985

(218) 365-6037
2331 Old Hwy. 169, Ely
1/4 mi. E. of 88 & 169

Landscaping Services, Garden Design,
Retaining Walls, Patios,

Yard Restoration

In Business Since 1979

Client • Rockwood Restaurant, Ely

Greenstone Nursery, Ely

We Offer A Huge Selection Of Trees,
Shrubs, Annuals and Perennials!

Client • Lake Vermilion Resident

We Use
Native
Plants!

FOREST CONCRETE
PRODUCTS

1715 E. Sheridan, Ely, MN 55731
office 218-365-6161 • plant 218-365-4030

fax 218-365-6985 • cell 218-341-3197

We have Crushed & Washed Rock,
Sand, Garden Soil,

Crushed/Screened Gravel & More,
Different Types of Concrete Blocks

FREE ESTIMATES for site development,
roads, fill and excavations,

Concrete Steps & Sidewalk Pavers

FOREST CONCRETE
READY MIX

Celebrating
Over

44 Years!

From Ely to Tower-Soudan and
Virginia, using local gravel pits

to support all your needs.


 
 
 
 
 












WE SERVICE ESTATES!
Bring in your car, 4-wheeler or boat and let us

help with all your auction needs.
NOW SELLING USED CARS & MORE!

1307 E. Sheridan St, Ely • HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 1-5 PM
651-260-4228 • jmgreen40@earthlink.net

Call
753-2950
to subscribe

to the 
Timberjay!


